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TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God 


| LordBiſhopof Oxford. | 


My LORD, 


. | "pane ]votinregard of my 
| | IE Obligations to you, 
though I own then 


| with grateful acknowledge- 
ments; tis. not in regard 
of your late moſt deſerved 
advancement, though I hear- 
tily rejoyce at it + Tis in re-. 
gard of your intrinſick good- 
eſs, that this Dedication 
begs your acceptance , - and 
humbly offers it ſelf to you. 
| Before Lordſhip and Pater- 
 nity-were added to your Ho- 
[CE A nourge 
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#ourable Titles, you was in 
titled to this book : your 
drgnities being dignified by 
you, I conſidered not their 
eminency, but the eminency 
of your Vertue and Picty. T 
know, My Lord, that you aint 
at a better reward than this 
world can give 3 but that 
great light ſet on-a high place 
cannot be hid from the eyes 
of Men, jos « aloue ould 
rejoyce in the brightneſs of 
yours : you ſhin praiſe as 
much as you deſerve it.: you 


weither deft fre nor Wark if [4 


thing of Je ame. But, 
Ive 1 wanted a living 1-4 


ample of a ftncere and de- 


wort lover of FES OS: to 


exemplific Ys Diſcourſe -: 
and though ( God be prai-. 


fed) 


| 
| 
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ſed) many more might be 
found in this Church, yet you 
are one of the faireſt and 
moſt attraftive : in ſo much 
that though it be eaſter to 
write than to do well, yet a 
better Pattern of a Religious 
Life might be drawn ſrom 
your ations than from my. 
direGtions. 

My Lord, T have juſt 
cauſe to fear that I have in- 
dulg'd my genius too far, and 
perhaps ſome will think that 
I would have Godlineſs to be 
Shorn and devotion a Re- 
cluſe from the world, which 
# far from my thoughts or 
deſires : though I muſt con- 

fejs that at firſt I intended 
 &@ much different and leſs 
defeFive Treatiſe on this ſo 
A 2 good 
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good a ſubje, had not other 
neceſſary helps as well as abi- 


lities been wanting. How- 
ever at the beſt I could have 
added nothing af wa per- 
ſons as your Lordſhip 3 the 
; Holy flames of Divine Love 


that burn in your heart have 


too much light and fervency 


fo have receiv d any increaſe 
from me + and therefore I 
have not aim d at any thing 
higher than only to aſſiſt the 
weak and fix the inconſide- 


rate.But, My Lord ; thongh 


T can not in the leaſt profit 


you by this my poor labour, 
yet its. being own d ' by © you 
may be very advantageous to 
me « Vour Reverend ard 
much Honoured name will not 
only. credit me, but which 
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#s more, will recommend my 
Book, and alſo promote its 
deſiew of winning affe- 
Fronate Servants and lo- 


vers to FESQOS. This 


TI know you will rejoyce 
| to do: Wherefore in pre- 
ſenting my Book to your 


Lordſhip, I humbly beg your 
bleſſing on it and its Author. 
Who is with due reſpe# and 
affection, 
Your Lordſhips 
molt dutiful Son 
and moſt humble 


Servant _ 


LB 
A.3 


THE 
PREFACE, 


WA 1; probable that they, 
SO IS wbo theſe many years, 
Sg ES have cry'd out Popery 

— ( tall they made way. 
for it to come _) upon every thing 
they Iih'd or underſtood not , will 
ftart and think that their fears 
are come upon them, a the fight 
of the firſt Title-page: and poſe" 

. ſibly our Lay-Abbots {will alſo be 

frighted at it, as though the diſ- 

poſſeſt Conobites # were coming 
again to lay claiiz to their old 

Manſions and fat indowments. 

For my part I pifh that theirs 

may be but pdnnick "terrors © yet 

&AS with 
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withal, T wiſh they might. ſo far 
affet them, as to make the. firſt 
have a greater value for that 
Reform'd Religion, and prey 
worſhip which -1ben they would 
certainly loſe; and the Jaſt pay 
Trtbes Conſcienciouſly ont - of 
thoſe eftates, which then they 
world be forc'd to reſign» And 
yet I may, aud ao aſſure them, 
that if they will Read #ot- only 
the Title, but the book alſo, it 
will certainly cure them of their 
fears,if it works no better. change 
apon them : for its deſign is not to 
alter the eſtabliſh'd Religion, but 
to make us more devout and fin- 
cere in the profeſſion thereof, nor 
yet. to turich any perſons with 
zemporal eſtates, but to make ns 
gym freaſures in heaven, and 
ct our.affeations on. things a- 
bove. _ 
 Thatthe age welive in, great- 
Iy depraud; is no obſervation " of 
mine, 


—_ 


The PREFACE. 
mine, there are almoſt as many 
that complain of it, as there are 
that contribute to the increaſing cf 
its wickedneſs : *tis in every mans 
mouth that vertue being diſ- 
grac'd, vice is countenanc'd, and 


that the numeronſneſs of its vo-- 


taries, makes it now impudent, as + 
well as faſhionable. Therefore it - 
ould be no difficult matter , to 
Poſwad thoſe that have axy fenſe 
f Religion, or longing after its 
rewards, that they ought not to 
conform themſelves to this pre- 
ſent evil world, but chaſe-a bet- 
zer patteru to live by, And the 
trath is, it matters not much, 
whether theſe be worſe than the. 


former times for the way to life 


hath all along been ſixeight and. 
narrow, and found and fol-- 
low'd but by few : as that to 
deſtraGion wide and * ſpacious ,* 
and yet crouded by the many- 
Good men have always liv'd in a 

A5 pct- 
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perverſe and crooked genera- 
tion :. So that if it be now, as it 
bath ever been, thoſe that will. 
enter in:to- life, muſt follow the 
narrow path, though they have- 
but few fellow travellers : and if 
3t be worſe, they muſt walk 
with the greater care and wari- 
neſs. However it be, the dif 
ference muſt needs be very great, 
betwixt the lives and works of- 
zbiſe, whoſe reward aud con- 
dition will be ſo vaſtly aif- 
Ferent at laſk. And therefore 
whoever will go to heaven, 
had need keep at a great di- 
fance. from that world which 
Tieth in wickedneſs , and take 
a much contrary courſe, to 
thoſe. many who go 10 deſtru- 
(1107s - 

But bow then 2 Muſt we 
retire into Thebais, with tbe 
Fathers of the deſert } Muſt 
we confine our ſclues to the 


ſoli- 
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ſolitude -of - a Monaſtick Cell ? ' 
Or ſhall we become @uakery , 
and profeſs the rs. - of 
Melancholy Fanaticks ? ſhy, 
truly in Popiſh Countreys ,. the. 
Cloifter hath ingreſs*d the name 
of Religim, and they that 
would be, or be thought ta 
be, devout beyond others, do 
uſually pub on a Fryers hood , 
and imbrace the Rule of ſame 
Religious Order : and a- 
monaft us Puritaniſm hath u- 
ſarp'd the Name of Godli- 
neſs; and ſome who, in truth 
or in pretence, abhor looſe- 
neſs, or are reclaimed from 
a vicious life, will too ofien.. 
forſake nat tbe world, but the. 
Church; as it mere to pre- 
ſerve the ſiricineſs of a ſe- 
verer virtue, in the ,Socicty: 
of a Separated Brather-hood. 
'Tis peſſible. that the irreligi- 
eo: axd imm raltty of. Chriſfti« 

auf * 


ir may be marter 
of inquiry whether: 
that demure pre- 
tence of holineſs, 
the adverſaries had 
put on,did not more 
avert ſome of our 11- 
bertines from them, 


crimes; they per- 


they might. be in 
profeft to advance 
the power of God- 
lineſs. Decay of 


: 398, 


ſpiritual 


than all their real 


haps ſo far miſtook. 
them, as to ſuſpe&' 


carneſt, when they. 


Chriflian Patty. Page 
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ans abroad, in the ge- 


neral, bath accaſion'd. 


the diſtinGion of Regu- 
lar and Secular per- 
Jons 3 and perhaps the 
propbaneneſs and. de- 
bauchery of too too mas. 
ny amongſt us, who 


are in the Church, as- 


the tarcs in the held, 
among the wheat, hath 
partly caus'd: the un- 
Jaſt diſtribution, our 
Late Phariſees had'\made 


parties, the Godly .and 


the, Wickcd : . though. - 
many are of opinion , that dif- 
coxteut or melancholy makes 
men, for the moſt part, both 
Monks: and Scbiſmaticks, or elſq- 


pride cr wordly  inter= 


Off. However it be, T will. not- 
make exprobrations againſt e- 


ther of them, with diſ-bliging 


truths, 


of - oxtr . people, into two. 


X 


j 
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traths, but ratber commend what 
7s | praiſe-worthy - in them : be- 
cauſe I would bave every Chriſti 
an, to be really devout and 
preciſe, without- entring the Clois - 
ſter .or the Conventicle. x 

I am indeed © ſomewhat. jea- 
lous, that the ingaging men. - 
to be Religious and Vertuous, 
by other conſiderations biſides 
their Chriſtian duty bath done 


' ſome prejudice to Religion 3 for 


How there be uu that fanſic, 
ſelf-denial - ans contempt of the 


 . world to belong only to Friers, 


and others, that to abſftein from - 
ſwearing and drunkenneſs, is 
only the part of a Puritan :© 
Whereas Chriſttanity biads thofe 
duties upon all its profeſſors, 


:. and every- one, by his Baptiſmal 


Tow tis bound to perform tbem; 
though he doth not ſubmit him- 
ſelf to the Rule of  $.Fxancis, or 
the diffates of the, Aſſembly. The 


hea- 
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heavenly mindedaeſs of Carthu+ 
fians, the zeal and laboricuy 


preaching of Carmelites and | 


Non deſiderabit 
tria 11la vota ab ho- 
minibus reperta,, 
qui primum, 1llwfl 
& unicum votum, 
quod 1n' Baptiſmo, 
non homin} ſed 


Chriſto nuncupavi- 


mus ſinceriter pu- 
reque lſeryayerit. 
Eraſ. Exch, 


the better 


' mew wows, wear di- 


Dominicans, the fe- 
nitent mortifications of | 
Franciſcans, and the | 
Sebriety of Non-Con- | 
formiſts are all con- 
tain'd in the Chriſtian 
Rule : and whoſoever 


owns it, needs not make 


= 


ftin# habits, or ſepa- 
rate from the Church, 
to diſcharge them ; but 


only, ſeriouſly mind and ſtudy the 


obligations of bis Religion, and, | 
with diligence and ſincerity, live - 


according 


Vellem unjverſos 
Chriſtianos 1ta vive- 
vere,ut qui nunc ſo. 
1: Religiofi vocantur 

rum Religiof1 Vi. 

erentur, 


to them My deſign 
therefore is not t0 Incloi- 
fter particular perſons, 
but to make a large Ms- 
naftery of the whole 
Commonwealth, at leaft 
#0 make every family. a 
Scbool 


We.ooc XC 
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School of Vertne and Piety, and. 


every man an Alcctick and ftrid 
liver : wiſhing beartily with Exal- 
mus that they, who hitherto, have. 
been calPd Preciſe and Religi- 
ous, by way of appropriation, 
might juſtly loſe that name, by the 
more exemplary. lives of all other 

Chriſtians. 
But thongh it be my. wiſh, it is 
not my hope in the leaſt, to ſee any 
ſuch tbing come to paſs, by means 
of this little volume. Many much 
bigger and better have not been 
able to effe@ it, they that will not 
hear Moles aud the Prophets, nay, 
Chriſt the Lord himſelf, will be 
far enongh from being perſwaded 
by the. meaneſt of his ſervants: 
and the truth is, it may be the 
matter of our defires, bat mſi. 
never be expefed, that a general - 
Reformation of manner® ſhould 
follow that of Dofrine among ut. 
Nevertheleſs our indegvours ought 
a0 
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not to be wanting z thongh © our - 


ſandification be never conſumma= 
ted here below, yet we are com- 


2 COr.7.1, manded, and ſhould ſtrive to 


perfe& holineſs in-the fear of 


God : and ſo, though we know- 


that many will ſo live, as that 
the end. of them ſhall be deſtruCi- 
ou > yet ought we like $.Paul, to- 
try all means, that by any means 
we may fave ſome. If we con- 


vert none of the impenitent, we - 


may benefit ſome better Chriſti- 
ans: and if our inſtruting onr 
brethren by word or writing, pro- 
fits none of them, yet it may 
make us take the better heed, that 
after we have preached - to 
others, we our ſelves be not 
calt-aways. 
Now to this end, my chiefeſt 
| Endeavour, is to make a Chriſtian 
devout, .to make him love God with 
'a ſincere love, and then make it 
appear by a hearty obedzence > @ 
devout 
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devont love is not ouly the beſt 
Part, but alſy the beſt - inſtrument 
of Feligion, as being an irreconci- 
lible enemy to ſin, a friend, or 
rather a nurſe to all vertne: Ns 
inticement could have drawn pent= 
tent Magdalene to ber former im- 
puarities , whilſt ſhe waſhed ber 
deareſt Saviours feet with bey- 
tears : and "tis known by experi- 
exce that when reading , medita» 
tion, the ſight of a dying friend, 
or. any ſuch thing, hath ſoftnea a 
mans heart into a Religions tems» 
per, temptations would be then ſo 
far--from prevailing , that they 
durſt not ſo much as appear before - 
him. But when he returns to 
mind earthly things, and bath his 
thoughts taken up with tqe con- 
cerns of this life, he finds that his 
ſpiritual rength decays, by the 
ſame proportions that bis love bes 


, © Comes cold, and be grows inde. 


vgut a7 athe 


Love 
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Love i4 the queen,if nos the forn« 


tain of paſſions,the great mover and 
governor of atjions and affefiions : 


could we Beep the fire of Divine 
Love always burning in our 
breafts , it would be the moſt 
powerful and beſt inflrument of 
Holy-living 3 it would make ſelf- 


denial and the yoke of Chriſt. 


eaſier, it would make afts of vere 
ine and Rcligion pleaſant, and 
# would make us delight in pleas 
fing God, as much as we natu- 
rally do in pleaſing our ſelves. 
Therefore-T bave made it my atm 
and defign in the following Pages, 
20 ſeize npon the affefiions, to in- 
kindle iu the hearts of Chriſtians 
the beavenly flames of the love of 
God. To that end, $have repre- 

ſented the more general benefits-of 
. God to mankind, and eſpecially. 
that of Redemption, by the great- 
eft demonſtration of love that ever- 
was given, the death of Fiſus: 
which 
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| which if duly conſider'd. would 


be as wrreſiflible motzve to love 
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bim , I have fhewed the poreer , 
the pleaſure, and the great ad- 
vantages of love, and I have 
1ns'd devout meditations and eja= 
eulations, as it were to tranſpurt 
our ſonls to heaven by love, for to 
adore that God; whom love brought 
down from thence to ſavens. *Tis 
certain that moſt of them that pe- 
riſh, periſh for want of conſidera* 
tion, and IT have heard dying 
men wonder at themſelves , how 
they could be ſo flupid; as not to 
mind thoſe things which are of an 
anfinite concern, and ſhould rather 
take up all our thoughts and our 
eares, than be neglefted or forgot 
one only moment.  I{racl doth not 


undertiand, my people doth not Ifa. 1.3. 


conſider. 
Love may be ſaid to be that 
fire which God would have always 


# burn upon bis altar, that is, in L&v.6.12. 


car 
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our bearts, which are bis temple; 
where the ſacrifices of good works 
and the incenſe of devotion: ſhould 
always be offer'd t1 him : now 
that ſacred fire muſt have fewel 
to entertain it 5 it muſt be nouriſh'd 
by reading good buks, 'and eſpe- 
cially by frequent and pions me- 
ditations. Wherefore IT have 1n- 


deavour'd as much 4s I could to- 


feed thoſe holy flames, by repre- 
ſenting things as they are; and I 
would have every Chriſtian, ſeri- 


ouſly and often to conſider, what 


God is. what he hath done, what 
be doth, and what he will do fot 
us, if welove him ſincerely ; as 
alſo, what we are-, whence we 
come, whither we go, and how 
eafie-it 1s for ws to be eternally hap- 
py; if we will ſet our affeGions up- 
ou God, who deſerves them ſo infi- 
aitely. Donbileſs inconfiderati- 
_ 04 is the cauſe why God u not lo- 

ed ! It i5 not poſſible men could 
fe® 


x wok 


an wc oa o fo. cd PFrl.e tu kf 


5 reſiſt the charms of his love, if 
| they would open the eyes of their 
mind and. of their faith ta view 
them | | J 
T But bow feware there that do 
* 2t 2 Hops fully thepropbeſie ful- 
# filPd, Iniquity (hall abound and Mat. 24.12 
! the loveot many ſhall wax cold? 
7 To how many Chriſtians might our 
3 Bleſſed Saviour ſay, as once to the 
# Fews, I know you, that you Joh.5.42: 
1 have not the love of God in_ 
2 you ? . How. juſtly might now 
1 S. Paul complain, all men feck Phil.2.21, 
| their own, not the things which _ 
are Jeſus: Chriſis ? And bow 
1 juſtly might our Bleſſed Lord, the 
4 great lover of men, complaiu in the 
''. words of bis Apoſtle, 1 will glad- 
; Iy ſpend and be ſpent for you 5 
' ( or rather, IT have gladly ſpent, 
and been ſpent for you) though the+2 Cor. 12: 
more abundantly I love-you, the: I 5s 
 - leſs I beloved?Fant of love is ave- 
ry ſad & general evil among Chris 
ſtians, 


*” aw Vay OG Oh a» w- 
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ftians, in theſes worſt of times ! 


and T bope ſome will be by me 4 


perſwaded , not carelefly to ſay, 
that they-fhall do as well as 
others : but, as wiſe men would 
'tu peſtilent times, carefully to 
provide Antidotes, to prevent or 
cure the infeftion. But alaſs, 


bow ſhould IT perſwade others ? 


de ingratis etiam ingrati que- 
runtur ; Phyſician cure thy ſelf; 
T help to propagate the diftemper, 


and therefore am very unfit 10 


preſcribe againſt it. Shall the __ 


#nthankful teach gratitude ? Shall 
the Phariſee perſwade otbers, 
when he faith and doth not ? If 
#t be as one ſaith, qui non ardet 
non accendit, that he that burns 
not with the Divine Fire of love, 
cannot infiame others with it zthen 
' T may well cry out w th him, ve 
mihi frigentiz wo # me unhappy 
creature,who am ſo far from burn- 
ing,thatT am almoſt quite cold!and 
ins 
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"'#ndeed, I know and grieve the 
 & defefls and imperfetions of my 
# love, and have writ fl or my ſelf, 
# more than for any others: and T- 
j heartily wiſh I better hearts and 


'pens would treat of this ſubjec, 
and belp, that way amongſt 


| otbers, to reinkindle that almoſt 
 -extind fire of charity and devg- 
; tion in #he bearts of men 5 and in 
mine own, who would thankfully 


#ſe their affiſtance, and heartily 
pray for a reward to them. 

T have no more to ſay by way of 
Preface, but that if I bave been 


? fo mnbappy as to write any thing 
F contrary to the Dofirine of the 


Church, T diſown and retra@ it 
before hand, and world blot it out 


: -with my blood : as for particular 


| perſons, who may find fault with 


any thing herein , I defire them 


.- 'to paſs it by. Tt matters not much, 


if they like not every paſſage and 
expreſſion 3 if they . do -but follow 


what 
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what they judge to be good, and 
approve my deſign» and love Fe-. 
ſus -with all their hearts; it 
will- be enongh for their profit aud © 
my ſatisfaction. 


x John 4- He that - loveth not, knows | 
9 not God, for God is.Love. 
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THE 


Reformed Monaſtery ; 


Or, the Love of 


JE SUWH 


DYE T were as eafie to gr x, 

CY] {> find out the botrom- Of the be- 

OY. AP leſs depth of the in- nefits of 

dg ey exhauſtible fouritain of. G17 79 

2X 5 the Divine Bounty, as mankind. 
to tell] the Streams 


; which run from it; Gods mercies 


: are cver all his works,and all things 
that are made, are a demonſtration 


as much of His goodneſs as of his 
being. I will not therefore under- 


take tonumher what is innumerable, 


or to expreſs what we cannot fo 
much as comprehend; bur only _ 
B fi 


to 


'&.. 2. 

' Of Creati- 
ONs 
Pſal.119. 
F3s 


134.16, 


"The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 


fiſt briefly upon ſome of the moſt 


general benefits of God to mankind, 
and 1n the repreſenting of them, en- 
deavour to make us read our duty, 
and to inflame our hearts with love. 


Firſt, It 7s God that hath made us 
and not we our ſetues, we owe him our 


very being; thine hands have made 


and faſhioned me: ('fanh David ) 
thine eyes did ſee my (ubſtance being yet 


. &mperfett, and in thy book were all my 


members written. Let us ſay therefore 
with the-ſame Prophet, 1 will praiſe 
thee, for I «m fearfully and wonderfully 
made: and let us with him, fall down 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
You know that by the Laws of God 
and of all Nations, there 1s an in- 
diſpenſable obligation upon all chil- 


: dren to love and honour their Pa- 


rents, becauſe they brought them 1n- 
to the world : now certainly the ob- 
hparion donbfes upon (every man, 1R 
Feſpet ro his Father which 25 in hea- 
ven ; for our 'natural parents were 
bar fecond cauſes under him , his 
own power It was that form'd 'and 


 ereated us : they ingendred'our 'mor- 


tal bodies only, he 1s 'the Father of 
Sp/rits, 'he himſelf gaye berng'ro-our 
1l- 
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1mmortal:fouls, Therefore let eyery 
man pay to his Maker thoſe duties 


he would-expeR from his child : zf 7 Mal. 1.6, 


am 4 Father ( faith God ) where us 
mine honour ? If from our heavenly 
_ = —— a "1 and 
being, let us:pay that reſpe& , and 
ron, hr pron dis ro wg which 
thereby are/become his due. 

Bur there is yet more in this; 
Creavian its not & tranſient at ; the 
ſame :power:that -Once [pave us -Our 
being, .doth ſtill .exert tt. ſelf-in the 
continuation:thereof, When a-chii'd 
is born, he:ſubfiſts by himſelf, his 

rents need tot take any care, that 

e 'returns not ro his priſtine condt- 
tion: but we thave the ſame-depen- 
Hance upon-God 1n our preſervation 
as 'we- had tn -our creatian ;ſhould he 
withdraw :his. egy hand , - we 
ſhould return to our brit nothing 3 
#nibim we live and move, anil haveau 
being; Therefore we are:the more . 
bound toiferve ;and:loyehim, that-he 
not.onlyimedeus tobe; but  glives-ug, 
as 1t. were, a new heing every'mo- 
ment, by ;continuing our life .and 
duration., by that Almighty will, 
whereby the :effeted our firſt pro- 
duction, 

| B 2 Now 
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Now if we conſider further, not 
only that God made us, but what he 
made us, 1t will yet inforce thoſe 
| bonds of duty, which Creation tied 
upon us. For it was in our Makers 
power, either to make us vile and 
abje& as the vileſt of beaſts, or to 
deny us thoſe faculties and abilities, 
which are moſt honourable and moſt 
uſeful to our nature : but he made us 
Men, the moſt wonderful of his 
creatures in us he joyn'd what hea- 
ven and earth had moſt excellent, 
an immortal Spirit, created after 
his 1mage , with the moſt elabora- 
ted, the moſt perfe& of material 
things: Take a view of the marvel- 
lous organs of thy ſenſes, of the cu- 
rious contrivance of thoſe joints and 
ligaments which unite thy ſeveral 
members, of thoſe various and delt- 
cate channels which contain thy 
blood and ſpirits; 1n a word of all the 
parts and paſſions of thy body, which 
are-all made for neceſlity and come- 
lineſs; and then admire the great 

goodneſs, as well as wiſdom of th 
creator 3 and ſay with the Pſalm 
that thou art fearfully and wonderfully 
made, and that Gods works are very 
marvellous. 

After 


\ The Fmve of FE SHS, : FS. - 

After this ler thy thoughts. dive 
deeper, and conſider thine interior 
ſenſes; the myſterious union of thy 
ſoul and body, with the beauty. of. 
that Divine Light which we call Rea- 
ſon; thy memory , thy will, thine 
underſtanding , which are the fa- 
culries of thy precious ſoul, wich 
15 not only created after Go&s im- 
age 3 but 1s capable and defirous 
to enjoy him : and then ſee how nu. 
merous.,or rather innumerable are the 
benefits which God. hath beſtowed 
upon us in our creation , and how 
juſt it is that we ſhould love him, 
that we ſhould glorifie God, in out 
Boly and in our Spirits, which are 
Gods, 


{_ Preſervation comes next to be $.:z. 
conſider'd ; a benefit of very large Of Preſtr""3 
extent, and well deſerving that vatis”. +. 
rank, the Church hath plac'd it in, * © 
in making tit the ſubject of our daily 
thankſgiving 3; for ever ſince man 
chang'd the 1mpenetrable armour of 
Original Righreouſneſs, for a thin 
covering of fig-leaves, he hecame 
fo defenſleſs, and yet expos'd to fo 
many ſharp and wounding arrows, 
that ſhould not Divine Prote&ion. in- 
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terpoſe for to ſhelter and ſecure 
him, his remporal: Life would be a 
true and a fad emblem of Eternal 
Death. Ir appears by the hiſtory of 
Patient Job, that 1f we were not 
| fene'd about with the hedye of a 
/ gracious providence, we ſhould: find 
\ that all creatures conſpire our vexa- 
; tiorr and ruine. God hadi no ſooner 
broke the ineloſfure ; bur affii&ions. 
crowded in ſo faſt: upon thar happy 
*man, that in-@ ſhort time there: re- 
' mained' nothing of his former. pro- 
| ſperity , bur a bare and. birrer re- 
membranee, to make the ſenſe of 
his preſent miſery more grievous. 
There 1s no man,. but is expos'd: to 
all the greateſt Calamitjes that ever 
befel any of the Sons of 4dam: and 
7; there 1s noneable by: his own power, 
': to defend himſelf againſt the leaſt of 
them. Fortune and accidents ſporr 
themſefves ( 1f F may ſoſpeak ) with 
our goods and eſtates ; hs- frer 
our garments, ruſt cankers our mer- 
tals, thieves break through. and fteal 
our riches, or elfe they make. to them- 
ſelves wings and fly away; beſides 
their owtt corruptibiliry which of its 
ſelf would confume them, they are 
Expos'd to fo many hazards, __ - 
wo 


0 
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would be as.impertinent, as 'fis. 1mt- 
poſſible to number all the ways and 
means, whereby men are affizted 
with loſſes, and brought to poverty : 
only from. hence, we may juſtly 1n- 
fer, that the ſame God who gives ws 
all things richly to enjoy, mult alſo ſe- 
cure them 1n our poſſeſſion, or clic 
we certainly loſe them. 

If we look on our ſelves, we ſhall 
like the Prophets man in Dothan, 
ſee armed! enemies on all fides of us, 
our ſpiritual enemies are maay, 
ſtrong, and full of rage and malice ; 
and yet we have no defence againſt 


. them : but. that God makes his hea- 


2 Kyne.6. 


venly hoſt, to wait on our ſafety, 


incamps his. Angels abour us, to-be an 
wnviſible guard againſt our 1nviſible 
enewies, and not only fo, but to. ſe- 
cure us alſo from thouſands of fud- 
den and fad accidents, which might, 
every moment: befal us. All crea- 
tures are now furniſh'd with a ſting 
wherewtth they may either vex or 
kill us. The elements and all com- 
pounded bodies, the air we breath, 


and the food that nouriſheth us, all. 


things 1n nature, and all things m 


chance, may become our tormentors 


or murthers, Nay, we carry ſwords 
B 4 and 


Pſal.90. 
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and daggers in our own boſoms ; we 
have within our ſelves the matter of 


all forts of diſtempers ;3 not one 
Joynt in our bodies, but may be af- 


flited with the gout z Not one hu- 
mour, but may overtlow 1ts .banks, 


and quench the hght of Reaſon, or 


the fire of Life; Not one pore or part 


- within or without, but may unex- 


pectedly, at all times, and in all 
places, become an entrance to death 
and ſorrow, In the midit of ſo ma- 
ny and great dangers, it were 1M- 

Mble for us to ſtand one moment, 
ur that God defends us under his 
wings and beeps us ſafe under his fea- 
ſpeaks, and fo 
the bleſſings of immnnity , which 


- moſt men ſ1:ght, or ovyer-look, are 


never enough to be acknowledg'd, 
but deſerve the thanks of a whole 
life. 12 dwell under the defence of the 
moſt high, and abide under the ſha- 
dow of the Almighty : therefore let 


us ſit our love xpon him and glorifie him. 


The Poſitive bleſſings of this life, 


The Poſi= arenow to be expoſed to view ; but of 
tive bleſ= -them, TI may uſe the words of the 
Pres of this Plalmilt, If Iwonld reckon and ſpeak of 


life. 


Pal. 40. 


_ them, they are more in number than can be 


numbred. 
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2umbreds. Health and ſtrength , and 
comlineſs,with induſtry and learning, 
are ſhar*d among the ſons of men in 
ſeveral proportiens : and ſo are good 
friends, and a good name, peace, 
plenty , and pleaſures; any one of 
thoſe ſingle, might make arich -por- 
tion for one man, for each, within it 


” \- felf contains many rich and precious 


bleſſings : yer oftentimes, God unites 
all, or moſt of theſe together, to 


crown us with loving kindneſs and ten- Pſal,103, 


der mercies. The works of creation, 
and the works of providence are not 
more numerous, then the graces and 
gifts of God ro mankind ; any one 
thar ſhould ſeriouſly mednate upon 
this ſubje&, would find ir multiply 
and increaſe almoſt to -immentſity, 
and would be forc'd to break off with 
the exclamation of David; Lord, 
what-is man, that thou art mindful of 
him, and tht ſon of- man, that thou ſo re- 
gardeft bim : God renews his mercies 
to us every day together with - our 


ves; every hour, we eat of the fat- Pſal. 36. 


neſs of his houſe, drink of the river of his 
pleaſure, and receive the ſweet ema- 


nations - that flow continually from 


the fountain of !1ife. But of thoſe bene- 


fits which God pours open Wands up= 


B s, on 
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on us, how many are there that paſs 
» 4 unregarded ! we nſually mind, not 
what we receive, but what we deſire. 
;Ler heaven rain Manna never ſothick 
' upon us, if we wiſh for Quails, An- 
, Bels food ſhall be unſavory, and per- 
; haps diſtaſtful. They that long for |, 
' great and well covered tables, find no- | 
reliſh in their daily bread ; they thar 
purſue after wealth, look not on the 
bleſſings of competency ; they that 
afpire to honour, receive health, food 
and raiments, rathet with a diſdain- 
fal anger , than with thankfulneſs ; 
all the favours we receive from God, 
are unobſcrved or ſlighted as long as 
he doth not gratifie our humour with. 
what we defire, and even theſe gifts 
whereof we are moſt ſenfible, are 
ſoon. faid in oblivion; an hours pain: ' 
will cauſe many longer pleaſures tobe 
; forgotten ; and if God ſends evil up- 
; on us only for one day, it makes. us 
' forget the many good things, which 
we for, many years received from 
; him. This I ſay, becauſe many mens 
unſatiablenefs and ingratitude makes. 
them overlook moſt of Gods bleſ- | 
 ſings;- deſpiſe what they have, and ©” 
| value only what they have not; and | 
fo murmur. and. complatn _ 
they. 
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they ſhould give thanks, Bur who. 
ever ſhall diligently obſerve all the 
gracious cdiftributions of that God, 
who always giveth to all men, being +. 
debtor ro none, all the fupphes and 
comforts we receive from him, wilt | 
4 heartily ſay with the Pſalmilt, © love ?ſal. 3. 
toe Lord all ye his Saints; and, 0 107. 
that men would therefore praiſe the Lord, 
- for his goodneſs, aud declare the won» 
ders that he doth for the children of men 3 
that they would exalt him in the. congre- 
gation of the prople, and praiſe him in 
the ſeat of the elders. 


Thoſe Benefirs we have hitherto $. 5... 
mention'd. we receive as we are men, 7hat re-- 
and that, from the free: goodneſs of turns we 
our gracious God, we are his pople, ſhould 
and the ſheep of his paſture; we are, make for . 
and we have nothing that 1s good, them... 
but it: comes from him ; he made us,. 
he preſerves us, and he provides for 
us: therefore, O go your way ints bis 
gatts with thanksgiving and into his 
courts with praiſe , be thankful unto 
him, and fprak good of bis name. It was 

'_ Facob's vow, that if God would keep - 
+7: him, and give him food and 1at- 
| ment, whilft he ſojourn'd in Baran, 
then the L11d ſhould be bis God © _ | 

what: 
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what was his vow ſhould be our reſo- 
lution and pra&ice 3 God feeds, and 
clothes, and defends us, therefore 
ought he to be our God ; That is, we 
ought to own him. for ſuch by fajrhful 
ſervice and hearty obedience. There- 
fare, 1. Let us pay our bounteous 
BenefaRor, the juſt and eahie tri- 
bute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for 
our creation, preſervation, and all 
the bleſſings of this life. 2. Let us 
ſet apart daily, ſome of that time 
which he gives us, for a&s of Wor- 
ſhip and Religion. 3. Let us honour 
the Lord with our ſubſtance; either in 
ſecret charities or publick offerings, 
paying him an acknowledgement, 
that he is our Jland-lord.; and laſtly, 
let us apply our ſelves to. obſerve his 
Laws, to do what pleaſeth him ; be- 
cauſe we are not our own, we owe our 
{elves to him, we are his, he gave us 
our being. Theſe are atts of natural 
Religion, and them we owe to God, 
as he 1s our Creator and.BenefaRor, 


Now are to. be conſidered the be- 
nefits we receive from God as we are 
finncrs; the merctes of our Redemp- 
tion z how, God our Creator 1s be-' 
come 7ESA4S, our Saviour ; - 

afrer 
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afrer having given us many good 
things, he ar laſt gave himſelf for us. 
And that” we may the better under- 
ſtand the preatneſs of this. unſpeak= 
able and: Divine Mercy, let our me- 
ditation deſcend a while into that 
bottomleſs gulf of perdition wherein 
we were plunged hy nature, 1n this 
plain manner. Repreſent to thy ſelf 
a man in 7ob's condition, having ad- 
ded to-his ulcers and poverty all the 
ſaddeſt calamities that ever affiiged 
any man- upon earth, eſpecially the 
remorſes and horrors of a guilty and 


tormented conſcience, crying out of 


impatience and deſpair with Cazn; 
my pain is greater than Ican bear. This 
unhappy creature having for: many 
years born the uneaſie weight of his 
miſeries, linger'd out a tedious and 
diſconſolate life, 1s ar laſt ſtruck to- 
the heart with a-mortal wound and 
dies, and ſo paſſeth from remporal 
to cternal ſorrows ; he falls into a 
lake of fire and brimftone, a place 
where there 13 nothing. but woe and: 
darkneſs, weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth; where there 1s no company: 
bur of tormented and tormentors ; 
nothing to be ſeen, but what is fright= 
ful, no voices to be heard: bur curſes, 

ſhricks 
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fhrieks and lamentations, where there 
is the abſence of all good and the 
preſence of all evil; where men de- 
ſore to die, and death flees away from 
them. This is the fulneſs of his miſe - 
ry, that it ſhall haye no end, thar he 
mult dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings 3. their fire 1s not quenched, and they 
worn dies not. If weeping but one 
tear every day, he might expe te 
be releaft, after he had wept as much 
4s would make an ocean, 1t would. be 
ſome comfort ! but at the end of fo 
many millions of years as would fuf- 
fice to weep aSea, his torments will 
be as far from ending as the firſt day 
they began : and if after this manner 
mm proceſs of time, he ſhould ſhed 
tears enough to make many more. 
ſeas, yet ſhll ir might be truly ſaid, 
this #s but the begining of ſorrows 3 
fill there 1s an intolerable Eternity 
to come z for after as many thou« 
ſands of millions of years as tongue 
calt expreſs or heart. comprehend ;. 
Ecerniy 1s nothing leffencd ; ſtill ir 
is what It was before, an abyſs of dw- 
ration that can haye no end ; this ex- 
cludes all comfort, this fills his ſoul 
with a woful deſpair, this 1s another 
hell 1« the midſt of hell, which in- 
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FF rageth him, and perpetually tortures 
#?/ his mind, to think that there will be 


ho end of his ſufferings, that he can. 
conceive no hope of being deliver'd : 
bur that he muſt bear to all Eternity, 
what every moment is intolerable ! 
O dreadful Eternity,who can ſeriouſly 
think of thee and not tremble ! Now. 
if thou doſt ask for what reafon this. 
wretched creature 1s thus tormented, 
know that it 1s. for ſin; becauſe his 
firſt parents broke the Lawof their- 
Creation, and he followed their foot- 
ſteps z they involv'd him firſt in 
the guilt of a wicked rebellion againſt 
God, and'afterwards by his own a&s. 
he made himſelf. yet more criminal 
by nature he was a child of wrath, 
and then he became ſo, yet more by 
his own. tranſgreſſions ; he was ſold 
under ſin, and then he became a; 
willing flave vo it 3 his awn thoughts, 
words, and works being evil,and that: 
any". I forſook God, and dil- 
honor'd him, and profeſt enmity; 


inſt him, and oppoes'd his-depra- 
= will to Gods Holy Will, and fo be 
came obnoxious to the infinite juſtice 
ot God, which therefore juſtly in- 
_ this.deſerved, puniſhment upon. 
INs. | 


And: 
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And now, if knowing the reaſon, 
thou doſt inquire after the. perfon, 
who by being ſo unholy. 1s become fo 


extremely unhappy ; T could ſay with - 


the Prophet, thou art the max, this is 
thy patrimony, as thou art a child of 
Adam; this thou art by nature: but the 
Divine Mercy hath reſcu'd thee from 


this miſery, and therefore I muſt ſay, - Þ 


thou wert the man, this mult have been 
thy cafe, had not the Holy FES&4S 
work't thy Redemption by means as 
wonderful,as was his pity and charity. 

Bur before I proceed I muſt alto 


propound one queſtion. Two men 


are equally indebted, and equally un- 
ableto pay; the one ts paticntly for- 
born and at laſt freely acquitted, the 
other 1s caſtinto the dungeon, and a 
while after compaſſionately releaſt 
and ſet atliberty; I demand, is not 
he that never entred the Priſon, as 
much bound to love his generous 


creditor, as he that was deliver'd out _ 


of 1t ? yes doubtleſs, or rather more : 
becauſe his debt is alſo-forgiven, and 
et he 1s freed from that trouble and 
rrow, which his fellbw debtor un- 


derwent, Why then, thy graciaus. 


Redeemer, by ſaving thee from: the 
horrors and torments of Hell, = 
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 Tajdon thee, at leaſt as great obligati- 
- ons to love him, as if he had brought 


thee our of 1t, after thou hadſtbeen 
long detain'd therein. Therefore I de- 
fire,thou wouldſt bring thy thoughts 
back again to that unpleaſant a- 
bode, and conſider thy ſelf as.xf thou 
wert ſhut up 1n that diſmal dungeon, 


# and then expreſs what thou wouldft 
.-give to be releaſt, what thou 


wouldſt do for him that ſhould bring 
thee out of that horrible and bottom- 
leſs pit. 

I know that they that are affiited 
with ſharp pains and grievous ſick- 
neſſes, would purchaſe health with all 
the wealth they have; and I believe 


no reward would hire a man, ro hold 


his hand inthe fire bur for one hours 
time : therefore F doubt not hut 
that, if 1t were in a mans power, he 
would gre this, and a thouſand 
more worlds, to be brought out of 
an ever-burning furnace : and IT am 
perſwaded, that if thou wilt ſuffer 
thy fanſy to be a&ive in framing the 


black and dreadful ſcene of helliſh 


horrors about thee, thou wilt then 
heartily ſay, were I owner of the 
whole univerſe, I would joyfully gwe 
K, to come out of theſe ever-burn- 


ing 3 
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_—_ which torment my body, 
an 


conſctence, which torture my. foul : 
but becauſe I have nothing', freely 
would I give my ſelf to him, that 
fhould bring me out of this woful 
place. O I would: follow him any 
where, do any thing that he fhould 
command me, rmbrace his feet, 
kiſs the ground they tread on, and 
give him all the demonftrations of 


a ſincere and paſſionate Love | Well, 


thy petitio1s granted ,, before was 
preſented; the Love and Mercy of 
FES4AS hath prevented thy re- 
queſt, and diſtrefs : New make good 
thy vows and refolutions;. Love and 
Serve FESXS thy Redeemer, and 
give thy felf up wholly to him. F 
know that many may be good Chr» 
ſtians, without being ſnatch't out 
the fire, without theſe terrors and 
frighrments : but T am: ſhewing what 
our condition had been without a: Sa- 
viour, what 1s thar gulf of perdition, 
whence FES4S hath ſav'd us, if 
we will be faved. by him: and I men- 
tron theſe terrors of the Lord, as S.Paul 
calls them, to perſwade mer; tobe mo- 
ures. of an a(tive and vehement 
Love, 


to be freed. from this never dy- | 
Ing worm, the remorſes. of my guilty : 


oa as as dn. a> on Wh 
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| Love. For 'ris too obſervable, that } 
; few men. ſeriouſly conſider whar | 
* Redemption. means, what, 1t was we 


were redeemed from, elſe they, could 
not be ſo indevout;. ſa diſobedient, fo 
unthankful to their Saviour. S.Paul 
ſuppoſing as I do here, that without 
Chrift we were already dead: and. 
perilt't,, makes irthe reaſonoff that 
Conflyazning Love whack! enabled; him 
and other Primitive Chrrftzans,. to- 


ſuffer fo pariently, apd a& fo zea- 
| loufly for FES$4S; the love of 


Chriſt ( ſaith he) conflraineth us, be- 
cauſe we thus oC that if one ditd 


far alt then were aff dvad; as if he 
+ ſhould fay,. we were certainly dead; 


rrecoverably loſt, hack nor. Chrift 
died, to. purchaſe life: and falvation. 
for us: therefore we: cannot chuſe 
bar love him, and it is no wonder 1 
that love be ſtrong, and if we are 


{ govern'd andaded:by ic. That thou: 


mai(t therefore love affeGionately 
and live devoutly, confider ferioully 


| thatdeath, the mifery of that condt- 


tion wherein thou werr, and ever 
muft have been, hadft thow nor a: 
FESAS. IT miphrt add, that we 
were delivered from the power and 
flavery, as well as from che condem- 

nation: 
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nation of fin : but this is included: mn 
the other; it being impoſſible to be 
ſaved from the wrath to come, without 
bringing forth fruits meet for repentance : 
and as 1t is mercy and grace on 


God's part, ſo on ours, 1t 15 matter of | 


duty and earneſt indeavour, and: muſt 
be the refult and: effe of our love, 
firſt that we offend not, and then 
that we ſerve diligently, and faithful- 
ly him that redeemed as from our-vain 
converſation, and gave bimſelf for us, 
that we being dead unts fin, might live 
unto righteouſneſs. 


$. 7. A further ingagement to love and 
How we Obey, will be to conſider the manner 
were Re» 1 howour redemption was effe&ed,and 
deemed, the price that was paid for it, thus, 
The Blefſed Son of God, the Second 

Perſon of the Ever-glorious Trinity 
undertook that work himſelf which 

none elſe could perform : for #s men, 

and for our ſalvation, he came down 


from heaven, and was incarnate by the 


In proſepe ja. Holy Gboft of the Virgin Mary, and was 
cet, ſed mun- Made man. In this a@ of his, mira- 
dum continet cles and mercies ſeem to vie one with 
ps .janother ; that the God of Eternity 
Jett Avp.$er. thould be born in time, that the 
de purific.2, Creator of all things ſhould be: the 


Son 
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Son of a Creature; that the moſt 


| higheſt ſhould abaſe himſelf to the 


low condition of a ſervant; that God 
ſhould become an infant, 15 a mira- 


. cle of Love, which we can admire 
and adore, but never fully compre- 


hend. The greatneſs of God 1s un- 
ſearchable, his excellencies and per- 
fe&ions are incomprehenſible, he 1s 
infinitely good, . powerful, wiſe, and 
holy : Man contrariwiſe, is in himſelf 
wicked and weak , ignorant , 1m- 
pure and miſerable, there is ſo great a 


diſproportion betwixt God and man, Hec #ft mene 


ſo wide,ſo immenſe a diſtance,that no- 
thing leſs than an infinite love could 


have filFd up the gulf betwixt thoſe ci: N05, quane 
two ſo different natures, and united 4 fec:t pro 


them into one perſon. *Twas never . 


ſeen that a ſhepherd would creep up- ja: «i 
on all four, and cover himfelf with a pro n«bis. 


ſheep-skin, to call his flock out of 
danger, and to expoſc himſelf for it: 
but the good ſhepherd did much more! 
When he came to lay down bis life for 
his loſt and wandering ſheep, and ga- 
ther them into his fold; he took on 
him, not only the likeneſs, but the 
very nature of them: he became the. 
lamb of God, that he might be = 
was 
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was infinitely more above man, rhen ! 


the ſon of man, That.he might become ; 
the Saviour -of men :; "Twas never : 
Teen that's Sovereign Prince would | 
Feck ito reduce:to loyalty the moſt ab- 
ze& -of his rebellious fubjze&s, by 
mixing blood with them , uniting 
their families zogerher: but behold 


earth-contrats amear affinity with his 
ungrateful rebels,ho areas vile and 
miſerable, as they are criminal, that | 
He may free 'them from their-gwlt, 
and win them-to their duty.and their 
happineſs. Proud and wretched fin- 
ner ! theu wouldſtbe ſofar from en- 
'tring '1mo the kindred -of meaner 
'peffons, thoſe that are much thine 
mfecriors, that thou canſt thardly 1n- 
dure to beiih'therir-company:: andt:be- 
hol4, the moſt Glorious and {Holy 
God, thine offended Sovercign, 5 
become thy 'near relation , is be. 
come thy Brother, that he may 
win thine affe@1ons and become:thy 
Saviour ! | | 


$44: 2 


{  'His life, all along,iwas a:continuari- 
on of his -great-merty andhumiliry, - 
: he went about doing g00d, healing all 
manner of diſcafes Corporal and apt- 
ritual, 


-Mncn arc above beafts, yet.he became | 


the Supreme Monarchof theaven and | 


a. 
m—__ — 
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| ritual, ging excellent inſtru&ions 
} and great examples of vertue. 


But 
what we now conſider, and what 


' ſhould moſt affe& us, is, that for our 
; ſakes he 
ani acquainted with grief , all the 


was 4 man of forrows 


time of his abode here below. Ar his 
firſt entrance mto the world, he was 
degraded, even below the condition 


. of the meaneſt mfants, being born in 


a-Stable and laid in a Manger ; eighr 
days after he began ts be numbred a- 


"mong the tranſgrefſors, receiving the 


bloody and paimful Sacrament of Cir- 
cumciſion, which belong'd only to 
fmners ; 1n his youth he lived in po 
verty andobfcurity, and was ſubje& 
to his Parents; when he manifeſted 
himfelf ro the world, then he ;perpe- 
wally ##dw"d the contradiftion of fon- 
zers ; beſides that he livid upon alms, 
becoming poor for us, who was Lord of 
all; he wanred-even time to cat what 
the chariry of pious perſons afforded 
him, and had norſo muchas « place 
where the might reft bis head. He was 
temptetf -of Satan, that ihe might ſuc- 
con thoſe that are tempted, he often 
watcht whole nights to 'Prayer, anfl 


| was often famt with tireſome jour- 
neys, and hunger, and thirit : and 


what 


Mat.1% 
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what is yet worſe, he was daily per- 
ſecured by ingrateful men, for whom 
he indur'd all this. They flanderd 
him with falſe imputations of being a 
glutton and a wine-bibber; his kind 
and charitable affability in converſing 
with noted ſinners, was made matter 
of accuſation, as 1f he had conſented 


to their evil deeds; his Divine Do- 


&rine was derided, as if proceeding 
from madneſs ; the miracles which he 


- wrought 1n their behalf, were ſaid to 


be done by ſorcery, and pact with 
Beelzebub : and to all theſe diſgraces 
and contumelies, they would often 
have added violence, and ſton'd im 
to death , 'had he not eſcap'd out of 
their — a haſty flight, 
Lord,thou hadſt compaſſion on the 
multitudes, becauſe they had follow'd 
thee three days, and had nothing to eat, 
and thou Ilivedit above three-and thir- 
ty years, waiting upon thy baſe and fu- 


gitive ſervants, who were become | 
thine enemies, ſeeking to prevent ' | 
their ruine,by the aſſiduity of thy care | 
and kindneſs ! O fad ingratitufe, that 


we ſhould be ſo ſoon weary in ſerving 
thee, when thou wert ſo patient and 
indefatigable in a&ing and ſuffering 
for us, for our happineſs and OI 
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Bur if we defire to be rooted and 5. 8. 
grounded in love, and to comprehend A conſrde- 
with all Saints the 1mmenſe charity of ration of 


the Son of God, which paſſeth know- the Crojs 
S ,JouY 


f 


ledge, which infinitely exceedeth all Z» zt 
Learning in profitableneſs and ex= dimenſions. 
cellency, then meaſure- the love of Eph.3.,17. 


Chriſt, by the dimenſions of his 
Croſs, the breadth and the length, 


. thedepth and the hetght thereof, for 
. therein love appears in its full ex- 
| tent, ſo that nothing can be added 
;' tO it, That the eternal Son of God 


would become our Brother, by be- 


/ coming Man, and would-live in Po- 


verty and Contempt, was very much : 
but that afterwards he would die for 


*. us, in that manner as he did, is the 
: greateſt wender that ever the world 
' ſaw. And indeed, there hapned 
* more prodigies when he died, than 


at all other times of his humiliation 
the ſun hid himſelf, darkneſs over- 
ſpread the whole world ; the earth 
ook , the ſtones and rocks were 
rent, the graves were opened, and 
the vail of the Temple was divided 
in twain; Nature ſeem'd to be a- 
maz'd to ſee her God ſuffer, and die 
upon a croſs, greater love hath-no man 
than this, that a man lay down bis T 
C - for 
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for his- friend , *tts true man cannot 
Poſſibly do more, but FES4S did 
Tnuch more .: he was God, then he 
became man that he might die for 
his enemies. This 1s It , whereof 
S.Paul ſpeaks, when he faith that 1t 
was never conceived or ſeen, how 
great are the things which God hath 
prepar'd for them that love him 
we ſpeak (ſaith he) the wiſdom of 
God in a myftery, even the hidden wiſ- 
dom which none of the Princes of this 
world knew, for bad they known tt, they 
would never have cructfied the Lord of 
glory : but as it is written, eye hath 
. n9t ſeen , nor ear heard, neither is it en- 
tred into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, bnt God hath revealed them 
to ws by his Spirit, It appears that he 
ſpeaks ( nor of the bliſs of heaven 
bur ) of the crucifixion of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, which to the Jews was a 


ſtumbling biock, and to the Gentiles | 
fooliſhnefs, and which neither the - 
ſenſes nor the reaſon of man could ' 
evercomprehend ; but, as a hidden | 
myſtery was made known to Chriſti- ! 
ans, by the revelations of the all- | 

knowing Spirit of God. To under- | | 


ſtand therefore as much as may = 
this 
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this never fully underſtood and ne- 
ver enough admir'd love of our Re- . 
deemer, 1ndying for us, let us 1n the 
firſt place view the Breadth of his 
Croſs; that is, the variety of the 
torments he indur'd for us, mn 
the laſt ſtage of his uneaſie pilgrt- 
mage, 


We may begin with the manner 


of his apprehenſion ; he was taken The +=. 
as if he had been 2 publick enemy preadth. + 


to mankind, a thief or a murtherer, 
with ſwords and ſtaves, with rude- 
neſs and violence; he was hetray'd 
by one of his Diſciples, forſaken by 
the reſt, and then bound and drag'd 
from place to place by thoſe he had 
inſtructed and fed, and in whoſe be- 
half he kad workt miracles, He was 
call'd an 1mp1ous blaſphemer and yo- 
red guilty of death, for confeſling a 
great and neceſſary truth, that he 
was the only Son of God, Afterwards 
he was expos'd a whole night to the 
indignities and mockeries of his in- 
ſulting enemies; they ſpet upon his 
ſweet and glorious face; they vail'd 
him, and ſmote his head and buffet- 
. ted him); and as if he had been a 
contemptible ideot, to -be made 
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_ Tport withal, they bad him prophe- 


ſie, gueſs who gave him the blows, 
he was accus'd before the Roman Pre- 
tor, as being a lew'd malefaRor, a 
rebellious traitor who ſubverted the 
people and forbade to pay tribute to Ce- 
ſar. From thence he was Tent to 
King Herod, where he was ſet at 
nought, and abus'd by him and his 
Souldiers, and then ſent back with 
ſcorn and contempt to Pzlate. After- 
wards Barrabas a ſeditious murtherer 
-was prefer'd to him, and a loud cla- 
mor rais'd by the people , that he 
might be crucified and put to death. 
"Then was he whipt before their 
eyes, tied to a poſtlike a vile ſlave, 
and expos'd to: the ſervile rods, 
whiles they plough'd faurrows xpon his 
back, as the Prophet ſpake; the 
Souldiers took him, platted a Crown 
-of thorns and preſt 1t on his head, 
till the blood run of all ſtdes of him ; 
they beat him with canes and clubs, 
and put a reed inſtead of a ſcepter in 
his hand, and when he was all over 
= and blood they brought our 
their mock-King, and Plate preſent- 
ed him to the people, and ſaid be 
hsld the Man, thinking to move them 
£0 Pity, by {o ſad a ſpeQacle 3 bur no- 

thing 
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thing. leſs than his death would ſa- 


tisfie their 1nrag'd cruelty : therc-- 


fore. he was condemn'd, and then a- 
bus'd, afreſh by the Souldiers , and 
loaded with his Croſs and driven out 


of the City to Mount Golgatha, Now: 
here begins a new. ſcene of ſorrows 3 


the. affiited Son of Mar, having loſt 
much blood, and iuffer'd ſo much; 
having been rudely haFd. from the 


garden to Annas, from Annas to 
Caiphas, from Caiphas to Pilate, from 


Plate to Herod, from Herod to Pz- 
late again, and from thence to the 
place of t1s Execution, arives at laſt, 


faint, and weary, and forrowful upon. 


Mount Calvary, where ke was to die ; 


here his r2nds and feer ( which.are- 
moſt ſenſible ptrts-of our bodies, by: 
being moſt full of nerves) were 


pterc't through and naid to the 
Croſs; and though there was a ſear 
where to reſt his body, as the An- 
cients ſay, yet the Croſs being lift up, 
and- put into the hollowneſs of the. 
ground to make it ſtand upright, his. 
wounded body was. ſhaken and afe&- 
ed, doubtleſs with a moſt acute pain, 
he\ was: expos'd naked, not only to. the. 
view of. the multitudes, bur alſo to the 
open air, which was extreamly. cold, 
C3 In 
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in that the Sun was hid, he was burnt 
inwardly with an exceſſive heat and 
drineſs, being tir'd with ſo many 
jJournies , and being exhauſted of 
ſpirirs and moiſture, by his forrows 
and bleeding, infomuch that he com- 
plain'd of this above alt his other 
fufferings , crying out, 7 thirft, 
( though we may ſay, that he thirſt- 
ed moſt our happinefs, that he thirſt- 
ed to drink out the dregs of his bit- 
ter cup, that we might drink the cup 
of Salvation) he' wanted the uſe of his 


- hands and feet, being tied to ſuffer, 


ſo that he could not fo much as ſtir, 
nor wipe the blood off of his face, he 
was affticted with the fight of his af- 
flited Mother, who from her wound- 
ed ſonl refJe&ed forrow upon her dy- 
ing Son and Saviour, Hts ſoul was al- 
ſo, as 1t were crucified, by the ſenſe 
of the Divine Anger againft the fins 
of men, for the which he was ma- 
king exptation', inſfomuch that he 
complain'd, that God had forſaken 
him. And laftly, his heart ſtrings 
were broke, and his body depriv'd of 
life, by a moſt violent and bitrer 
death. And now, who ſhall not love 
FESUS? and who ſhall not admire 
that love which 1s expreſt 1m the 

breadrh 
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breath of rhe Croſs? Lord how cx- 
ceeding broad was thy Croſs, which 
contain'd ſo many forts of rorments ! 
Nothing can be compar'd to it, bur 
thy charity , which made thee take 
It up, that we might: be charg'd with 
nothing,bur a pleaſant and 24f7e yoke ! 
But Lord, why do we, moſt vile and 
finful creatures refuſe to bear thy 
light burthen, when thou the Moſt 
Holy and Moſt Higheſt haſt born. 
for us ſo ſad and intollerable a 
toad, 


| We are now to meaſure the length &, x5, 
of the Croſs, that 1s, the time of 7þz length, 
Chrifts bitter paſſion, the tedious 
duration of his ſufferings, which be- 
gan with his birth and continued to 
is laſt breath. The Life of FES&4S, 
as we haye feen, was, as 1t Were, & 
chain of miſertcs, every link , every 
conne&10n, had ſomething grievous 
and affiidive, he was a Man of ſor- 
79ws 7: therefore, we no where read 
that ever he laught or 1njoy'd the 
pleaſures and the mirth of this 
world : but that he ſuffer'd much 
and wept ſeveral times, 1s recorded 
by the Evangeliſts, Every day was, 
in ſome manner, the day of his Cru- 
C 4 cifix1on 
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cifixion ( which to us is Good, but 
to him was ſad Frzday * ) for he 
knowing all along what he was to 
ſuffer, and living in expecation of 
that cruel death: we may fay that 
his fears did,. 1n ſome manner, pre- 
vent his muctherers, and by antict- 
pation, a&ed upon him, while "he 
hv'd, what they were to infli& on 
him to put him to death : for. he was 
pleas'd to aſſume, together with our 
nature, our innocent paſſions and 1n- 
firmities. 7 have a Baptiſm ( faith 
he ) to be Baptiz'd with, and how am 
1 conſtrain'd until it be accompliſhed ! 
that was the Baptiſm of his Blood, 
which he wiſht for , becauſe of his 
love to mankind, hys great deſire of 
paying our ranſoms : but fear'd, be- 
caufe of the repugnance of his hu- 
mane — to we _ ſuffer- 
ings; wherefore (faith he ) ovy4 , 
Tam = rage Tamaina Regt 
betwixt two, I wiſh, and yet I fear 


to'die. Bur that which we molt pro- 


perly call his paſſion, becauſe it ex- 
ceeded the reſt of his ſufferings, laſt- 
ed etghteen hours, without - inter- 
miſſion, nine of Thurſday-night, and 
nine of Friday ; from the time of his 
agony, 1n the garden, about nine at 
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nzghr,. while three in the afternoon 
of the day following; all that time 
he ſuffered thoſe ſeveral ſorts of 
pains and tortures, which are already. 
mentton'd ; all that rime, he. drank 
fall draughts of that - bitter cup, the 
fear whercof made him ſweat drops 
of blood, when he began to taſte of 
It; all that1me he ſuffered what no 
tongue can expreſs, but what all 
hearts ſhould :1ndeavour to feel, and 
to think of daily. Lord 7 ES #, 
thou wert tormented a long time, 
that we might not be tormented to 
all Eternity; grant that we may 
indure any thing for thee, and from 
thee our God, who didſt indure fo 
mach for men, and from men, 


We have ſeen that bar of the 
Croſs , on which: the hands of our 
Bleſſed Saviour were nail'd, the 
breadth and the length, that 1s, the 
yariety and the rediouſneſs of the 
pains and ſufferings, he underwent 
for us? Now we are to confider the 
biggeſt piece. which ſtood upright, 
whereon his.body reſted and his, feet 
were nail'd ; the depth and the height, 


S. 11, 
The depth. ; 


that .1s, the pureneſs and the great: -. 


neſs of his ſorrows, If we read with: 
C 5g atten- 
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attention the paſſion of Chriſt in the 
four Goſpels, we ſhall ſee our Blei:ed 
Redeemer, as it were, ſunk into a 
deep abyſs of miſery, by the heavy 
burthen of our fins ; he might well 
cry by 1s Prophet, See whether there 
zs any ſorrow lib? unto my ſorrow ? for 


the greateft of humane affi1&10ns ad- 


mit of many comforts, whereas he 
was depriv'd of all; as there was no 
part in us but was infe&ed with fin, 
there was none in him but was affet- 
ed with pain z he was all over ſiripes 
and fores, an univerſal wound within 
and without ; he ſuffered in all his 
capacities, in his outward and 1n« 
ward ſenfes, in all the parts and fa- 
culties of his ſou] and body : the very 
circumſtances of his paſſion, did all 
concur to make it more bitter and af- 
fiigtive, He was depriv'd of that or- 
dinary comfort of being affiſted by 
his friends, all the Diſciples forſook 
him and fled; as the Prophet had 
foretold of him, 7 have trodden the 
wz1e-preſs alone and of the people there 
was non? with me; T looked and there 
was none to help, 1wondred that there 
was none t0 uphold, He was like a 
mild and deftence-leſs-lamb im the 
midſt of raveyous wolyes, there 
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were none about him, but ſuch as. 
. thirſted for his blood. And no won- 


der if man forfook him, when he was 


1n ſome manner forſaken even by his 


Father. It pleaſed God to give him... 


up tothe cruelties of wicked men and 


the ſorrows of death; and that his- 


Divine Nature, ( though perſonally 
and inſeparably united to his huma- 
nity ) ſhould for a time ſuſpend rhe 
effe&s of its beatifying union, and 


leave him, ſuffer as a- man in ſoul. 


and body, the greateſt pains, with- 
out the leaft comforts, 
faw our Crucified Saviour fuffer fo 
patiently, as not to open his mouth 
to complain, might have thought thar 
he had no ſenfe of pain : therefore 


he crys out ſo bitterly, My God, my. 


Goda, why haſt thou forſaken me? Why, 


doſt thou ſuffer me to be plung'd into 
this gulf of ſorrow, fo that I have- 


nothing but anguiſh within and with- 


out ? Why doſt thou ſuffer me to be 
almoſt overwhelm'd by fo great a di- 


ſtreſs, and art ſo far from helping me 
and from the words of my complaint ? 
Eord, we had deſerved to ſink, and 
evermore to cry and groan in the 
bottomleſs pit; and to reſcue us, 
Thou arr. pleas'd to. deſcend _y 
OW ; 
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low : and with ſtrong crying and tears, 
to ſay, de profundis clamavi, out of the 
Pſal.1 30. depths bave 1 cryed unto thee, O. Lord 
hear my voyce 3 be pleaſed to hear us 
deareſt Lord when we call upon thee, 


and make thy votre fink 1nto - our . 


hearts, and there find a cheerful ad- 
miſſion, and a conſtant and fincere 
obedience. 


E.12, Now we have only the heigth of 


| The height, the Croſs to look on, that 1s, the ſub- 
| I1mity, the greatneſs of the torments 
of Chriſts crucifixion ; that 1n_ this 
ſenſe his Croſs was very high, ap- 
pears already by what hath been 
taid ; and yet we may confider fur. 
ther ; that he being conceiv'd by the 
Holy Ghoſt of a moſt pure Virgin, 
was therefore of a moſt healthful 
conſtitution ; ſo that his ſenſes, be. 
ing very quick and apprehenfive, 
were ſenſible of pain beyond other 
men's : and fo all the blows and 
wounds he receiv'd, and his being 
naJl'd and ſtretch'd, three long honrs 
on the Croſs, as upon the rack, 
muſt needs have been a moſt ex- 
quiſite torture. Alſo, the vigor of 
his nature being neither weakned 
nor ſpent, by age or diſtempers, he 
| being 
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berng full of ſtrength and in the 
flower of his age, was capable to 
trafte the ſmart and ſharpneſs of his 
pain, to the very laſt moment of his 
life : and fo *tis written by S.Lybe, 
that be cryed with a loud vaice, when he 
gave uf the ghoſt, to ſhew that he was 
ſtill very ſtrong, and that his death 
was bitter and violent to extremity. 
There was likewiſe an inviſible 
Croſs, which affii&ed his ſoul, and 
made tt ſorrowful even unto death ; 


OE ons 


his heart was libe wax, melted in the Pſal.22e 


midſt of his bowels : and in.the midſt 
{ of ſo many and ſuch intollerable 
1 pains, his murtherers ſhook their 
1 heads, made moathes at him, ſcoft 
1 at his ſorrows by cruel and inſulting 
4 mockeries, and by their tongues and 
4 . derifions aggravated thofe ſufferings, 
3 which their hands could hardly 1n- 
creaſe; but that the Croſs of Chriſt 
5 was higher 1n the greatneſs of it's 
3 painsthan that of any Martyr, of any 
1 man that ever ſuffered, 1s evident 
enough only by confidering who 1t 
was, that was crucified on 1t: for it 
was more that ZE S45S, being per- 
fe God as well as Man, ſhould ſhed 
one drop of blood, than that all Men 
and Angels ſhould for Millions of 
years 
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years bear the greateft torments. 
Lord we were wonderfully made by 
thy power, but we are yet more 
wonderfully redeem'd by thy mercy ! 
Lord what 1s man, that rhou ſhouldſt 
thus be mindful. of him !-or rather, 
what 1s man, that he 15 unmindful of 
thee! 


S$. 13, Now we have ſeen the whole 
what an j1-: frame of the Crofs, writ all over 1n 
finite love blood, with charatters of love, ex- 
z5 expreſs preſſions of the greateſt kindneſs, for 
by the Croſs, 2 teſtimony thar' FES#$ lov'd us 

unto death. Not any ſorrow or an- 

ouiſh in his foul, not any gap or 

wound in his body, but are as many 

mouthes to cry aloud 1n the ears of 

all men, Behold what manner of 

love, God had for his enemies, his 

fnful and unworthy creatures, to fuf- 

fer ſuch things, to die 1n ſuch a man- 

ner, for to redeem. them and make 

them happy ! Now let us, 1f we can 
comprehend, the breadth aud the 

0 ditevia fength, the heigth and the depth of the 
quem mage ove of JESUS, that love which 
numeſt vin= bound him much harder than the 
cular 111m cords of the Jews, and nail'd him ro 
2 vi: Deus, Bis Cros much faſter than thoſe Irons 
diam. which pierc't his hands and feet : 
ſor 
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for he that could, with one word. - 


caſt his enemies tothe ground, could 
eaſily have broke their bands and 
efcap't from chem, bur that his love 
did conſtrain him, and make him 
defirons and willing, thus to die. 
What man would ſuffer one half of 


what Chriſt did, for his deareſt Be-- 


nefa&or ? And then, how immenſe 
and wonderful was that charity which 
ke expreſt in ſuffering the ignominy 
and pains of the Croſs, for thoſe that 
were his enemies and had highly in- 
jar'd him, and from whem he could; 
exped no reward, but only to be 
lov'd again ! Let us therefore remem- 
ber it throughout this whole book, or 
rather throughout our whole life, 
that we have been redeem'd from 
eternal defpair and miſery, and 
from our vain and finful converſati- 


on, not by any corruptible thing, as ſol-- 


vir and gold, but by the precious Blood 
of Chriſt, ſhed with great pain and 
great ILNOMINY 
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already by far, than ours can anfiver ; nal happi- 
Could our hearts burn perpetually neſs 7eſus 
with thoſe brighteſt flames of love merited for: 
which beatifie the Cherubims, could »s by his 
they death. 


0 


Epbeſe2.5» 
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they contain all, the moſt -paſſionate 
affe&ions of all Saints, both in hea- 
ven and earth, yet we could not 
love FES4S (@ much as he de- 
ſerves, for having died to ſave us from 
eternal death : and yer he did more z 
he ſuffer'd death that we might have 
life, that we might have eternal life 3 
Not only that we might not be 1ntrre- 
ly miſerable, bur alſo that we might 
be perfe&ly happy. Heaven 1s the 
purchaſe of the Blood of Chriſt, as 
well as Redemption from hell ; God 
who ws rich 3n mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, whew we were 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, hath quick- 
ned us together with Chriſt, and bath 
raisd us up, together, and made us ſit 
together in heavenly places in Chrift 
Zeſus. Let us meditate a while, upon 
that far more exceeding and eternal 


2 Cor.4.19, Weight of glory reſerv'd in heaven for us, 


and 1n 1t confider the ſame dimen- 
fions, as in the price wherewith-it 
was bought, the Croſs of our Saviour : 
and it will greatly preſs and increaſe 
our obligations to love him. 

It 1s. xa Corll et; xaSpConlus 
eucoytoy Pager Wong, as S.Payl calls 
it ; each word 1s a part of its dimen- 
fion, Firſt, the Breadth; 1t com- 
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prehends all joys and pleaſures, all 
things that are good and deſirable, 
all that can. yield ſatisfaction, and cre- 
are happinels to a man : even that in- 
comprehenſible and increated good- 
neſs, which 1s the 1nexhauſtible 
fountain of perfe& Bliſs and Felici- 
ty 3 zn whoſe preſence there is fulneſs of 
joy, at whoſe right hand there are plea- 
ſures for evermore, Secondly , It's 
Heigth. It is above the regions of 
the air, 1n the higheſt heavens; the 
ſublimity and greatneſs of it's glory, 
15 expreſt, by being like the Angels | 
of God ; by ſhining forth as the Sun ; | 
by a kingdom, a crown incorrupt1- —— 
ble, a crown. of life, and fitting with |. - 
the Son of God in his throne. Third- $ Sq" 10 
ly it's Depth. Ir is pure and un- Og 
mingled, it admits of nothing affli- | 
&ive ; neither death nor ſorrow, 

neither hunger nor thirſt, neither 

pain nor anguiſh ; all tears are wip'd 
from their eyes. There is the abſence } 

of all evil and the prefence of all | 

good ; therefore *tis called the joy of | 

our Lord, than which, nothing can | 

expreſs a _ : for on 2 intirely 

and perfe&ly happy, and ſo incapa- 

ble Log Gro hen the leaſt fghr 


of the Bearifical yviſſon would turn 
| hell. 


Epheſ.1.18 
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hell it ſelf into a paradiſe, Fourrh- 7 
Iy- and laſtly, Its Length, It's never” ! 
ceafing duration ; it admits of no end | 
or period, it ts everlafting, it 1s eter- } 
nal, it 1s for ever and ever; after as | 


many millions of years as there is 
drops of water in the fea, 1t will but 
begin : and after as niany thouſands 
of millions. more, 1t will be no neerer 
ending, then it was at firſt; ſtill eter- 
mal, and ever eternal. This 15 thar 
Blifs which we had forfeited by ſm, 
and are reintitted to by the paſſion 
of Chriſt; rhat Btr&. which 1f often 
and duly confider'd, weuld make us 
defpife the world, long for heaven, 
byve affe&ionately, and ſerve dilt- 
gently that ZES&#S who offers 1t to: 
us, and died to purchaſe it : Where- 
fore S.Paul prays focarneſtly for the 
Ppheſzans, that God wonld give them the 
Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, the eyes 
of their underſtanding inlightned, that 
they might know what is the hope of his 
calling : and what the riches of his 
glory of has zuheritance inthe Saints. 
That we might once be poſlelt of 
this bliſs, as well as deliver'd from 


hell, was the Cauſe why FES4S 


deſcended down from heaven, be- 
came poor , took on him the _ 
O 
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3 of a Servant, and humbled himſelf 
- F unto death, even the death of the 
4 Croſs; for the joy that was ſet before 
7 him, he deſpiſed the ſham? and en1u- He«12+2, 
# red the crofs, ſaith S. Paul. That joy,we 


may ſay, was not the :1njoyment of 
heavenly blifs, for himſelf; *rwas his 
without ſuffering ; there was no need 
he ſheuld bear the Croſs, for to ob- 
tain 1t, he had a ſure title to 1t by 
nature : the joy therefore that was 
ſes __ him, was the joy of faving 
us, the joy of reſcuing us from the 
Jaws of death, the gulf of eternal 
perdition; the joy of paying the 
price of our Redemption ; the joy 
of making us capable of eternal joys 3 
the joy of purchaſing the gfortes and 
felicittes of heaven for us; ina word 
the joy of ſhewing us his love, and. 
exped&rng the returns of ours. This 
was the joy, why, he deſpiſed the 
ſhame, becauſe his ſhame fhould raiſe 
us to glory; this was the joy, why, 
ne indured the Croſs, becauſe his Croſs 
ſhould exalrt us to a happy and ho- 
nourable Throne, 

This meditation of the great 


7 and manifold benefits of God, and 


the wonderful love and charity, he 
hath ſhewed us, m ZFES4S, we 
may 


43 
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may and ſhould proſecute much far- 
ther, in all inſtances : for tis infi- 
nite 3 and never enough tobe confi- 
der*d and admir'd. Bur Reader, if 
that little, I have here ſet. down, 


\ doth not affe& thee, and if being 
afteted with it, thou doſt not re- . 
ſolve to return to God, all poſſible 

Herre via » Acknowledgments and demonſtrati- 


mic eft vera Ons Of a grateful love, then read no 
zon fifia : via further : for , as what precedes 15s 


cordialis, no1 qmatter of mercy. ſrem Gods part, fo 
verbalis : via 
ruttuoſa non ,. . 
ares on thine. I ſhall now infer that we muſt 


ſolum ſermo- love God , becauſe he firft loved us 5. 
ni:, ſe; eram and that if the love of 7 ES4S to. 


9peris.Idiot. yg hath made him bear our Croſs, 
our love to him muſt make us. bear 
his yoke : if he died for us, becauſe 
he loved us, then we muſt live to 
him, to make it appear that we love 
> him. Our love to Chriſt (ſaith an excel- 
lent late Author) z.n9t 4 ſubtil airy, 
Sherl.412. and metaphyſical notions as: ſome repre- 
ſent it, but zs a vital principle of action 
which governs our lives, and mabes.us 
_ zu good works: thus: it ſhould 
2e at leaſt, and thus T intend it; the 
tryal of love is obedience ; if ye love 
me ( faith our Blefled Saviour ) beep 
my Commandments. 
Now 
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Now then'we are to conſider, that $.1s. 
'God giving knowledge of ſalvation to hat all 
men, hath alſo thereby proclaim'd theſe bene- 
their duty : Manifeſting h1s love, he fits require 

hath ingag'd and requir'd theirs as from us. 


. "our being call'd te he Chriſtians 


*makes a great and real change, as to 


} "the happineſs of our condition: a 
{ 'grcat and real change it ought alfo 
. to make, as to the holineſs of our 
. converſation, Therefore S.Payl calls 


the Goſpel, the power of God unts ſal- 0M» 2,16, 


. wation to every one that believeth, and 
' he prays for the Epheſrans, that they 


might bxow the love of Chriſt, that ſo Epbeſ-3.18 
they might be fil” d with all the fulneſs of 
God : as to ſay, that the knowledge 


; of the love of Chriſt 1s exceeding 


' powerful and. efficacious, and would 
repleniſh them with all graces and 
vertues ; for this cauſe he ſets ſo high 
a value upon the excellency of this P14l.3.8. 

' knowledge, eſteeming all the world but 

. dung in compariſon of it 5 and he ex- 

horting the Cretians to be ready to every 

good work , puts them 1n mind that 
they, who were once diſobedient, de- 
ceived, jerving divers luſts, had been 
deliver'd from that unhappy condi- 
ton by the appearance of the love of God Tit« Je 
our Saviour towards mans as 1n other | 


places 
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places , he exhorteth Chriſtians, 79 
walk worthy of their calling ; worthy 
of the Goſpel 3 thereby declaring thar 
the manifeſtation of the Divine Love, 
in the Preaching of the Goſpel, was 
the promulgation, as of their happi- 
neſs, ſo of their duty: whereby they 
were reſcued, as well from living as 
from periſhing 1n their fins. *Tis the 


Tit. 2, 11{ appearance of that grace of God which 


{ braxgeth ſalvation, that teacheth men 
7 to live, ſoberly, righteonfly and godly © 
: and *tis the receiving and crediting 


i that Heavenly Do&rine, that quench- 


th the fiery darts of Satan, that puri- 
+Pes the heart, and overcomes the world ; 


{fo that the bare belief of the truth of 


'the New Teſtament 1s a ſtrong and 
Indiſpenſable obligation to a cheerful, 
'univerſal, and perſevering obedi- 
ence to all 1ts precepts; the very 
_ profeſſion of being Chriſtians doth 
ANtritly bind us to the performance 
"of all Chriſtian duties, Burt the ne- 
ceſſity of a Holy Faith and a Holy 


Life hath been ſo fully evinc'd and 


aſſerted, and al! things that pertain to 
life and godlineſs 10 cleerly and learn- 
edly explain'd by Catholick Wri- 
ters Ancient and Modern, eſpecially 
many Pious Fathers and Sons of this 


Church, 
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” Church, fince the Reformation, that 
| I ſhall not inſiſt upon the fundamen- 
| tals, either of Faith or PraGice, to in- 
' force it 3 As indeed my defign 1s not 
| to inſtruct , but to move the affe&i- 


ons; not to argument or explain, 


{ but to draw inferences from known 


and granted premiſes, to adminiſter 
prudential helps and Religious coun- 
ſels, and by devout meditations to af- 
fe& the hearr. 


I ask therefore; haſt thou con- 
ceived a fair Idea of Chriſtianity ? 
haſt thou obſerv'd the glory and 
greatneſs of it's Myſteries, the hol1- 
neſs of 1t's Dorine, and the perfe- 
&ion of its precepts and counſels ? 
haſt thou confider'd and admir'd the 
great exemplar,of all vertues, the 
Holy FESA4S, author of this Holy 
Inſtitutzon ? haſt thou read his life 
with an obſerving eye, and haſt thou 
view'd the fair copies of this perfe&t 
Original , which have bcen drawn 
by many of his Saints, in the imita- 
tion of his example ? haſt thou 
ro- 
miſes, the great immunities, and the 
invaluable advantages which belong 
to his followers 2 haſt thou ſeriouſly 
: ponder'd 


8.16, 
An invitas 
tzon unto 
the Cloifier 
of love, 


Pſal. 2. 


Cur fic avitce 
mus Chriſti 
profeſſeonem 


quam 1t- 


te latiſſime 

voluit patere ; 
CE ego certe ſic optarim Evangelicam Religionem ſic omnibus eſſe | 
cordi, Oc. 


The Reformed Monaſtery; Or; 
ponder'd the great obligations which 
the love of 7ZES4S hath ſaid up- 
on thee? and art thou defirous - be 
happy by loving -again, and being 
grateful ? If ſo, enter this Cloiſter, 
love FES4S and thou ſhalt reign 
with 7ES #S- 

The Cloiſter T mean 1s not the 
precind of a particular Abbey, or the 


\ . confinement of a narrow Cell, bur 


the Catholick Church, whoſe inc'o- 


ſure 1s large enough to entertain all : 
the Relzgions 1n the world, all that 
are of the Chriſtian Order : And the ; 
Rule I would have thee follow, 1s * 
not that of any Founders, nor even |: 
that of Pachomins ſaid to have been * 
brought dewn by Angels: but that : 
which the Son of God himſelf deli- ' 
vered, the Goſpel-rule, the Chriſtian 


Laws and appointments, hath not God 
given his Beloved Son, the heathen for 
hzs inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of 
the earth for his poſſeſſion ? Why then 
( faith __—_ « Should we con- 
« fine the excellency and perfe&ion 
« of Chriſtianity to particular places ? 


Erc!), 


«Why, 
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« Why ſhould we make that ſhort and 
« narrow which Chriſt would have 
«ro be of an univerſal extent? If 16 
« be words we affca, 1s not a City 


j <a great Monaltery,the Abbot where- 


« of is the Biſhop, fet over it b 


 « Chriſt? Would to God the Chriſtt- 


« an Rule were ſo well beloy'd and 
« obſervy'd that no man might look 
« or defire the Benedifiin Of Frane 
c« c;ſcan, TI fay (o too, all this 1s true 
and to be wifhed: yet the univer- 
ſal comprehends many particular 
Churches, and the Chriſtian Rule 
hath alſo many ſeveral interpretati- 
ons : therefore to be plain and poſi- 
tivez the Church of England (as the 
pureſt part, or member of the Ca- 
tholick ; which hath repurg'd cor- 
rupt innovations, and maintains 2 
Blefled Conformity with Antiquity } 
1s that which I recommend to thee 
above all others: and for the beſt 
interpretation of the Sacred Canon, 


- the Dodtrine and Worſhip of this 


Chureh is thar, which I weuld have 
thee prefer to all the reſt, 


centred of io 


| $Y.19. 
But (becauſe I ſpeak not to diſ- The wow t6 
{enters , nor intend to diſpute with be taben at 


thetp ) theu wilt fay, that thou haſt zhzentrance 
D 
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. entred this Cloiſter already, and haſt 
undertaken it's Rule 3 but chough ir 
- be fo, thou mayſi do it the ſecond 
time, by a ſecond choiſe, an after- 
ele&ion. Thou didit nor come of 
thy ſelf but waft brought in, when 
firſt thou entred'ſt this ſoctety, and 
*rwas by a proxy thou promiſedſt to 
obſerve the orders of 1t : therefore 
now that thou haſt the uſe of rea- 
fon, *tis yery neceſſary thou ſhouldſt 
| do It again, by a free and: conſide- 
rate a& of thine own will.Rartifie then 


thy former ingagements | 
Qu04 ſummum eft i4 by being confirm'd,if thou | 
emmibus ejt enjtendum & art not. and if thou art 
ſaltem mediocyia aſſequas b k, d fince « 
-mur, nec eft quod ullum DY a ear ry an INCErE 
vite genus ab hoc ſropo Indeavour to perform thy 
 fubmoveamus, @c. Eral. - yows and. promiſes, which | 
are as follows. Firft, To | 
wvenounce the Devil and all bis works, | 


the poyps and vanities of this wicked 
world, with all covetous deſires of the 


ſame , and the finſul luſts of the fleſh. 
Secondly, To believe all the Articles of | 
the Chriſtian Faith, And thirdly, To | 


beep Gods Holy Will, and Command- 


ments, and walk in the ſame all the | 


aays of thy life. 


This yow contains all thy duty, the * 
higheft pixch of Chriſtian Pn, | 
'TWES Þ 


KK ferent .are the : confide- 
1 - rations and helps where: 
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rules for the moſt Regular and Spiri- 

tual Lifez ler thy ſerious applica 

tion, and earneſt indeayour to ob- 

ſerve it, diſcriminate and ſever thee 

from the prophane and leſs Religious 

world: Thou needeſt no diftin& in- 

Cloſure, no diſtin& habits, no diſtin& 

patrons or offices, thy ſincere Study, 

thy Religious care to diſcharge this 
obligation , will ſufficiently cloiſter 

thee 1m, from the looſer foctety and 
converſation of men, and will make 

a difference great enough betwixt 

thee and them. 

| But though thou doſt remain in the 

civil ſociety of the world, and the 
neighborhood of thy neighbour : yet 
- yarjous are the ways that lead through 

the world to heaven, and here I un- 

dertake 'to teach thee a ſure and 

ſhore one, through which all glort- 

ved Sams _— paſt, 

Some perſons here, are YORI" . 
NINE 1 oe vertue, + Ss To _— 
{ome in another : ſome þ#; liceret: 3tagque erfs fa- 
are guided by hope and cultas non datur, volun- 


\ J 36 tas retizetnr, Avugutty 
ſome by fear : Many dit- ny Pſal, 32» ys 


j by men are brought to make them- 
, felves happy in doing theltr duty: 
Bo | D 2 bat 
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but the motive, the guide, 
Dilefio eft via retiſ- 'the way, the inſtrument T 
_ — devio : via recommend to thee above 
, brevis abſque tedio : vis a1] gthers, is Love, Love 

plana abſque tumulo ; vis + p n 
clara abſque nubilo: vis 15 the ſtr ongelt mottve, 
ſecure abſque pericuto,@&c. the ſureſt guide, the ſafeſt 
Idiot» Cont. way, the beſt inſtrument 
in the world :- to live well, 
40 keep thee fromwandring, to bring 
thee to heaven, to conquer all oppo- 
fitions, and do the work of God 
thoroughly. Love hath a general 
. Intendance over all vertues and du- 
4 ties, and makes them pleaſant to us, 
;,and acceptable to God. Love 7s the 
fulfilling of the Law. Love, and thon 
canſ{t never do amiſs; love and thou 

canſt neyer miſcarry. 


$. 18. Love is-the common prince and 
"Of Love, parent of other paſſions, as they all 
and firft of take their Laws, fo they take their 
Self-lovt-  Origine from -1t: Or, to ſpeak more 
| properly, love it ſelf 15 all paſſions, 

Amor iÞi- - and it obtains ſeveral different names, 
anshabere cording tots ſeveral as and ob- 


pidiaret je&ts. «Love ( faith S.A4ug.) is cal- 


5dem habens << led defire, when it gaſps after-its 

eoque fruen'» beloved objeRz when 'ts poſſeſt of 
7 b ; 

fugiens quod eradverſatur timoy eſt; idqz cum acciderit ſentiens, 

riſtitis eſt, Aug- de Civ, Dei. 1. 14+ G7» 


«it, 


The Love of FESUS.-- 
«1t, it takes another denomination; 
« and 1s calF'd joy or pleaſure, when 

« jt flies from what ir abhors, it 

« hath the name of. fear ; and *s 

«called ſorrow, when what it fear*d: 
<« oyertakes 1t : But ſtill love 1s the 

only paſſion : defire, anger , joy- 
and ſorrow, hope and fear are either 

the motions or as : or elſe the acci- 

dents of .it,, This. clearly ſhews the. 
great power:and a&ivity of this no-- 
ble paſſion : for *ris well known that 
the greateſt, and indeed all humane. 
ations that are free, proceed frem 
theſe natural affe&ions, and ſo are. 
the effets of love. There 1s no need 
to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral ſorts rhere- 
of, declaring that love 1s, either na-- 
tural] or ſupernatural, ſenſual or- 
ſpiritual, of friendſhip or of intereſt; 
for all theſe are the ſame faculty, or 
paſſion in man, differing in their 
principles or. obje&s only ; neither. 
would it much ayail to give and cx- 
plain accurate and ftudied definiti- 
ons of love, which 1s much better felt 
than expreſt, and- much better de- 
clar'd by a&1ons than words : it will 
be more uſeful to conſider, that, as 
loye 15 the principle of all paſſions, ſo | 
It-15. of all vertues and yices, This-: 
ES . * foun- 
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fountain ſendeth forth the cleareſt 
and the fouleſt ſtreams; and thkeall 
other things, the greater its excel- 
lency, the worſe 1s 1ts abuſe : ſo thar 
x ſhould be our greateſt care, to uſe 
it well, and fer jt upon the right 
, ebjet. | 


- No joy in enjoyment without love, 
without it.no pleaſnre m fruition : it 
ks the great inſtrument of happineſs, 
if we place it aright, and i brings 
the greateſt infelicities if we miſ- 
Place it. *Tis a miſguided love that 
makes men vicious, that eauſeth all 
the diforders in the world : be- 
cauſe men love themſelves more 
than. God ; and fo weuld be Gods 
to themſelves, the Authors of their 
own happineſs, expeting their 
greateſt feltcittes, ether from their 
bodies as the ſenſual Fpicures, or 
from their minds, as the proud 
Stoichs. Hence it is, that inthe head 
of a long catalogue of the blackeſt 
fins, S. Paul ſets ſelf-love as the 
cauſe, and origine of alf the reft: 
ſaying, that in the worſt and moſt pe- 
rhlous times, Men fhould be lovers of 


2 Tim, 3-2» their own ſelves, and again, that they 


4+ ſhould be lovers of pleaſure, more than 
lovers 
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” lovers of God; which, being the great- 
eſt depravation of the underſtanding 
and of the will of men, plungeth men 
into the greateſt fins, and thence in- 
to the greateſt miſeries. Certain 1t 
#s that ptery or true goodneſs confiſt- 
; / ethinwillingly ſubmitring ones ſelf to 
3 / the Divine Pleaſure, either to ſuffer 
or obey: and certain it 1s that ſelf- 
love will admit of neither, it makes 
a man uncapable of Religion, the Eſ- 
ſence whereof 1s to deny our own, to 
cnn with God's Wall : and fo in- 
ſtead of that Godlineſs, Juſtice and 
Sobriety which are the three generals 
comprehenſive of all Religious, du- 
ties, this muddy head-ſpring, ſelf- 
love,ſends forth three muddy ſtreams, 
which cauſe the querflowing of ungod- 

: lineſs, and almoſt drown the world 
\ under a deluge of wickedneſs. Theſe 
'be the love of ſenſual pleaſures, 
cald voluptuouſneſs; the love of 
Riches, call'd covetouſneſs, and the 
vain-glorious love of honour, calPd 
pride or ambition. Theſe three are 
diſclaim'd and renounc'd by all Chri- 
ſttans in the firſt part of their Bap- 

/ tiſmal yow: for the love of them 
confounds the world and all Religt- 
on; makes men criminal in ſouls, 
D 4 bodies, 
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bodies, and eſtates, and 15s the great 

enemy to their reft and falyatjon, 

Therefore S. John who calls theſe” the 

luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and 

the pride of life, gives us this neceſſa- 

1 70h.2.15. ry caution ; love not the world, nei- 
/ ther the things that are in the world; if 

any man love the world, the love of the 

father is not in him; thar 1s, as our 

Mat. 6.24 Bleſſed Saviour faith, yo man can ſerve 
two maſters, for either he will hate the 

one, and love the other; or elſe he will 

hald to the one and deſpiſe the other : 

ye canxot ſerve God and Mammon. 

1Kzngs 7x There 15no halting betwixt God and 
18.21, Baal, the one or the other muſt be ac- 
*knowledged for Lord ; there cannot 

be two contrary Sovereigns toge- 

ther ; and the ſame thing can't: be 

\: granted to two ſeveral competitors; 1f 

\we love the world it reigns in our 

/ hearts and God 1s excluded: 1f we 

giveour love to the world, 

Amoy motus eft cordis we cannot poſſibly give it 

- agg Je inordinate God atfo;ſo then the love 
vet, cupiditas licitur : . . 
cum wero ordinatus eſt of our ſelves 1s concup1- 
charitas apellatur. Aug. ſcence, the mother of all 
de ſubſt, dil. c. 2. fin and impurity, and the 
love of God 1s grace or 

charity,the fountain of all holines and 

yertue : and; theſe two, according 
as 
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as they are predominant in men, 
make here the diſtin&ion betwixr 
the penitent and the impenitent, be- 
twixr the juſt and the unjuſt: and 
will make the great difference here- 
afrer, betwixt thoſe that ſhall dwell 
in the imbraces of the God of love to 
eternity, and thoſe that ſhall dwell 
with everlaſting burning z, for every 
man is what he loves, (as 


S. Auguſtine (a\th ) the 1r= Tatis eſt quiſque quatis 


refiltible power of thar . of _ _, ——_ 
: - U ra es C. Allge 
mighty paſſion doth in -+,74 ins tos 


ſome manner transform 

him, into that-which his love 1mbra- 
eeth:; and therefore to know whe- - 
ther a man be good or bad, we in- 
quire not what he knows or what he 
believes, but what he doth love : be- 
ing ſure that his morals are of the 
ſame nature as ;his love ; becauſe 
——-—__ and ations are all guided 

Y It, 


This - makes. 1t our S. 19. 
greateſt duty, as 1t 15.our How they that "will ' 
greateft intereſt, to rule by . profeſt lovers of 
by reaſon and - Religion. . FE $4S muſt mo?- 


that paſſion which cer- tifie ſelf-love, 
tainly will rule over us, 

to. {et eur loye upon the right objeR, 
P.5 up0o1- 


$8 


' 
Lk 
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upon God, not upon our ſelves. Not 
that we ſhould, or can be our own 
enemies, and ſeek our own ruine ; no 
man ever yet hated his own fleſh, ſaith 
S.Payl; the worſt of Miſarthropes are 


. kind to themſelves: and we may as 
ſoon loſe our being, as the defire of 


our well-being ; and indeed, as we 
ſhould have, in the ſtate of inno. 
cency, fo we may ſtill love our ſelves 
in God : only God muſt be preferr'd 
before all ; and *tis 1mpoſfible we 


. ſhould be happy, bur in loving him 
, .aboveall things, with all our hearts 
and fouls; but now that we are in a 


ftate of ſin and depravation , there 


muſt be a derehi&1on 'of our natural :; 


defires and affe&1ons, a renunciation 


& to our own wills : that we may com- 


ply with the wil of God, and be 


: guided by his Divine Laws. In. the: 


time of man's integrity , God was to- 
be regarded and loved firſt and meſt 
of all, ſo-1t. muſt be ſtill :;. the dif- 
ference is, that then man did it na« 
rurally, and now by a ſupernatural 
aſſiſtance : he did it then by the 
grace 'of his Original Righteouſneſs, 
and now by the grace of the Goſpel ; 
he did ir then without reluQancy,. 
now he hath ſinful appetites and paſ- 

| f1ons. 


« ; L.. 
FY ngh; © EN 
Ls ads.; wool 8 CIOS. 


| 


MO TIN ou DA 6 5 


bs 
2 
0 
4} 
b 
£4 
3 
Py. | 
: 
® 


The Love of FESA4S.” 


ſons which he muſt deny and mor- 


tifie, before he can do it. Therefore 
our Bleſſed Saviour requires it; at 
rhe very entrance of his School, 

neceſlary qualification to all that will 
be his Diſciples, that they ſhould 
deny themſelves and hate all things 
in compariſon of him: 7f any man 
will come after me, let him deny him- 
ſelf and take up his croſs daily and fol- 
low me : and again if any man come 
to me, ani hate not his father and mo- 
ther, and wife and children, and bra- 
thers and foſters, and his own life alſo, 


he cannot be my Diſciple; that 1s, he. 
that will own JESA4S, and-be 
own'd by him, muſt in all things | 


give him the preeminence ; muſt re- 
linquiſh his natural defires , deny his 
own will, that he may yield an hum» 


ble obedience to God ; he muſt for- . 


ſake all things that come wm campe- 
tition with him ; and even- parewith- 
his deareſt relations and his awa 


life, = though he hated them ) ra- - 


ther than commit what God hath for- 


bidden, or diſclaim what he would ,: 

have us profefs 3 this ſelf-abnegation, 12te ſatis ſe 

this daily felf-crucifixzon is no a& of 4itigit qui 
feduld agit us , 

ſummaſri:ge . 

tur bono, 


hatred, as the world might vhink ; bus 


aSd. 


Luk, 9.13-, 


the greateſt kindneſs we-.can ſhew ta 
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off one of his limbs, hates not him- 


body; and he that caſts his goods 
/ over-board, hates them not, but pre- 
” fers his ſafery to them : ſo in this 
caſe, he that parts with his earthly 
injoyments, hates them not, but pre- 
/ fers heaven to this earth; he that 
- Joſeth this preſent life, hates it not, 
/ but loves eternal life beyond it ; and 


* not, but loves ZE SAS above them, 
{ and ſecks to win themro 7 ES4S, 


Chriſts ſake , receives an hundred- 
fold, in compenſation : and he that 


| ' our own lives, 1s otherwiſe expreſt 
Mat. 10, 1n S. Matthew z he that loveth father or 
37. mother more than me is not worthy of 

- + me, &@, As much as to ſay, that-ir 

1s only requir'd, that the love of God 

{{ ſhould- be predominant ; that 7 E- 

$4 S ſhould be dearer to us, than 

all perſons whatever ; and that, in 

the firft place, we ſhould love God 

with all our mimds, with all our 

ſtrength 


our ſelves: or others : as he that cuts: 


felf,. but ſeeks the preſervation of his: 


' He that forſakes his friends or-parents. 
to follow his Saviour, hates them: 


In this caſe the promiſe is verified,: 
that he that parts with any thing for. 


loſeth his: life, certainly ' finds it; 
Therefore, hating our kindred. and 
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ſiock whence all vertues - 
; dogrow. The excellency . 
of Divine Love is ſo grear, - 
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6s. 


ſtrength and with all .our ſouls: for / 
then afterwards, the love of our 
ſelves and others being ſubordi- 
nate would become regular and .in-. 


NOCEnr, 


> 
he 


Now: as all..ſins -and miſeries pro» &, 20, 
ceed from .a miſplaced love ; fo all of the love - 
yertues and felicities are the produ& of God. , 
of foye well-guided, and plac'd on | 
the rightobjed ; .this 1s as beneficial 
and adyantageous, as" the other is . 


pernicious : .that 1s, ( as. 
S. Auguſtine. faith ) that as. 
ſelf-love 1s the root of al 

ev1l,. ſo. :the love of God, . 


1s the root of. all good, the 


fo tranſcendent., that it 
alone 1s- accepted on 1ts 
own account, and all other 


things for its ſake ; a faith 


ſtrong enough to. work 


Srcut radix emnium. . 


 malorumeſt cupiditas: ita 


radix omuium bonorum 


. eſt charitas, Serm. de: 


Charite. . 


Sine- charitate fedes 
poteſt eſſe 5 ſed non proe 
dejſe. Aug 1 Cor. I3» 


o 


miracles, 


alms the moſt expenſive, and even 


the flames of Martyrdom 


profit no- 


thing without love,as $. Pay! teacheth; 
love it is that makes all good works 
meritorious in the beſt ſenſe ; love it 
is that gives a yaluetoall other ver- 


ues. 3 
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tues ; or rather, it is love that pro- 
duceth all good works and vertues, 
as they are ſo indeed. Love 1s the 
| diſcharge of our whole duty, the fuk 
Row.13.10 filling of the law, ſaith S.Paul ; love is 
that grace which renews and ſan&1- 
fies our natures and abides for ever ; 
it 15 the greateſt, the moſt excellent 
gift of God; it 1s even 
Unitas Spiritus contine: the Divine Spirit, who 
m—_— mt Spiritns $1. unites all things within 
&us in quo n.bis omnia boe the bonds of love and 
ne dantur. unity, ſaith S. Auguſtine, . 
and wth whom all good 
(things are ever given. Divines teach 
that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, by way of 
| love; wherefore he is call'd, nexus 
amoris quo conjungitur Pater cum Filio, 
& Filias cum Patres that ts, in the 
Language of the Church, that in the 
| Unity of the fame Spirit 
Charitas qua pa'er dis the Father and the Son. 
Figit flium a po live and —_ evermore 3 
moo 1 9 pris or, as SArguftine expref- 
Sanc;ur, inefavilem come rh it, the love where- 
munſtrat, De Trin.l.15, With the Father and the 
Son love mutually 1s the 
Holy Spirit, and repreſents beſt the 
Mytitexy of their Incomprehenſible 

Unon. . 
| Now 


w 
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Now that Divine Spirit, which is 


the eternal love of God to himſelf, 


ts given tous, in the grace of love or 
charity Cre are one and the 
ſame )) whereby we are all joyn'd to- 
gether into one body, and all united 
to God; therefore in our holding 
Communion with the Church, we are 
commanded to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace ; and we are 
taught, that the love of God # ſhed 
abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt 
which 1s given to-us;, and that tbe grace 
of our Lord Jeſus ChrM#ft, and the love 
of God, and the. fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt are all one : ſo that to cemne to 
the higheſt pitch, -and finiſh the 219- 
g:um of love, we may fay with 
S. Fohn , that God zs love, and then 
we have ſaid all. God 7s love, and he 


that” dwelleth in love dwelleth in God 


and God in ham, that 1s, God 1s an 
abyſs of love and goodneſs; by love 
he gives himſelf to us, and by love. 


Fpheſ. 43» 
Rom. $5.5. 


Fo 


T Joh.4.16e 


we give up our ſelves to him, and are__ 


transformed into him. Wonder not 
therefore, if the effe&s of love are 
fo glorious and: wonderful, when 1t 


Deus charis 
tas eſt;brevis 
laus ſed 771 = 


ena laus : brevis in fermone & magrs in tatellefiu, 7c, 


Aug. Tract. Oe. if Ep. Johan. 
praceeds 
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proceeds immediately from God,and 
1s: the communication of himſelf to 
us; when it 1s the grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the moſt precious gift of 
the Divine Spirit z when it 1s the 
San&ification of our-natures, and the 
bettering and perfe&ing-of the no- 
bleſt of humane affe&trons , natural 
love, that -powerful paſfion where- 
by all things and all' men are go- - 


vern'd. 
E. 2ro Though the properties 
Of the properties of - of love in general be: bet- 
love. The firſt ter known by experience 


| than they can be by diſ- 
per ins _ X courſe: yer it may ſerve 

entiri mags quam dic; © 800d purpoſe to ſay 

Poſt, Baſil, ſomething of them ; the 
firſt whereof is, that love - 

always 1mbraceth what 1s good, ei- 
ther in truth or appearance : for - 

Man's inclinations are {till the ſame; 

as they were in the ſtate of inno- 

cence ; though much depraved : we 

ff purſue afrer what we think will 

make: us happy ;z only: we- miftake. 

Like the bramble in the fable, which 

. having loſt a rich frerght of the fineſt 

| filks, and now takes hold of the coar-- 

{| ſtuffs,torecover its loſs;ſo have all 
men 
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men. a ſeeret- ſenſe, that. they are 
faln from a ſtate of felicity, and have 
loſt a jewel of infinite value, which 
ſtill they eſteem and! love, though 
they know 1t not: and therefore 
now , to: recover the eminency of 
their firſt ſtation,they. are climbing 
upon every mole-hill, petty moun- 
tains of ambition; to: recover their 
loſt jewel, they pick up: every peb- 
ble ſtone ; where they ſee a glimpſe 
of beauty, where they. reliſh any thing 
of goodneſs, there they ſer their love 
and affe&tion, as if that were the 
ſummum bonum, which is but an 1m- 
perfe& ſhadow of . it ; ſo that we 
are like ar. infortunate lover, who, 
being ſeiz'd} by a phrenſy , forgets 
and forſakes his Miſtreſs,and dotes on 
her picture, We negle& God, and / 
fall in love with thoſe things that | 
have the leaſt 1impreſs of his perfe- . 
&ion :. and: then, ltke Tdolaters we | 
pay that worſhip to the work, which | 
ts due to the maker only. 

Therefore ought we to take great 


| heed, that we be not taken with eve- 
ry ſeeming beauty or goodnefs : but- 


that we examine whether that be the 


{* thing which will make us intirely 
| happy, and beyond which .we ſhall 


with. 
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wiſh for nothing. For, if it be nor, 


we mult paſs it by, and ſeek turther, 
and never reſt, nor ſet our hearts on 
any thing, ill we have found thar 
true and perfedt good, moit obvious 
and caſie to be found, which being 
lov'd wilt be certainly poſſeft, and 
being poſleſt will make us perfealy 


( happy 3 gnd that 1s God alone. It is 


the meditation of S. 4#- 


Amaturus & honorem guſtine, © Thou maiſt ſeek 
& forte ncy perventn= «after honours and not 
Tus; o»» qn1s me amavit <© qhrain them; thou maſt 

? 9 
Ro kiſents 6 9"; *abour for riches, and 
cum ipſo ſum, tc. Tract. © remain poor; thou maiſt 
To. in Ep. Johan. &« dote qn pleaſures, and 


' © have thany ſorrows : but 
© our God, the Supreme Goodneſs 
« fatth, Who, ever ſought me, and 
« found me not? who, ever defir'd 
<< me, and obtain'd me not? who, 
«ever lov'd me, and miſt of me? 1 
« am with him that ſeeks for me ; he 
«< hath me already that wiſheth for 
« me ; and he that loveth me 1s ſure 
« of me: the way to come to me 15 
&© neither long nor difficult ; love 
« makes me preſent to every lover. 


A ſecond property of love 1s; that 


The ſecond, it never reſts and is neyer ſatisfied, 


until 
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y until it be poſſeſt of the beloved ob- 


je& 3 This makes abuſed worldlings 
ſo bufie, ſo perpetually reſtlefs and 
ave about the purchafe of their be- 
loved vanities: and this makes de- 
vout Chriſtians, like S.Paul, never to Þ bile 3» 
count themſelves to have apprehend- 

ed: bur forgetting the things which 

2re behind, and reaching forth to 

thofe that are before, to prefs for- 

ward towards the mark, the price 

of their. high calling, the obje& of 

their love and moſt paſſionate de- 

fires. This reſtlefsneſs and aRivity 

of love found work enough for the 
Fathers of the Deſarts; whoſe inde- 
farigable pains to mortifie their ſin- 

ful appetites z whoſe unwearied dt- 
ligence to ſerve God; whoſe ſwift | 

and viotent motion heaven-ward 1s. 

the obje& of our wonder, and up- 
braids our ſloth and negligence. 

They were almoit wholy freed from 

the neceſſities of the body, which is 

the endlefs task and work of other 
men, and yet they were always 1m- 
ploy'd ; they -had almoſt nothing to 
do, and yet were never 1dle; the 
love of Eternity, the love of 7ZES#S 
kept them 1n a&ion ; they dwelt in 
peace, and yet were neyer at reſt. 
Qur 


The Reformed Monaſtery; Or; 
Our heart, which 1s the ſeat of love, 
can never be quiet,till it returns with- 
in Gods 1mbraces, till it be pofleſt of 

' that infinite good, which all men love, 
though but a. few know tt. See the 
ſeveral plots and undertakings of men 
in the world, *tis love ſets them at 
work : *tis to obtain what their 
blind affe&ons run after, that they 


are ſo aſliduous and ſo laborious. See. 


the prayers and pious exerciſes, the. 
ſelf-denial and mortifications., -the 


manifold a&s of charity and the great. + 


patience of Chriſtians in the Church : 
*tis love alſo hath ſet them their task 


and makes them ſo diligent ſo watch- | 


ful-rilf they have fulfild it. We ſome- 

times wipe the tears from our eyes, 

and our ſorrows admit of joyful inter- 

yals ; our anger doth not laſt always, 

and ſomerimes hatred 1s 

Habet omnis amor vim aſleep : but love like the 
Juam., nec poteſt vacare hearr wherein it dwells, 


amor, in anima amare 
tis. Aug. can never ceafe to a& and 


move t1l] it ceaſeth to be, 


where ever love is, it ſhews it's life- 
and power, and 15 always doing. 


$. 23, In the third place, as love is a&ive, 
The third, ſo it is effetive ; 1t doth nor ſpend it 
ſelf in' uſeleſs and. inſignificant at- 

rempts 3 
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rempts; it's ſtrength is great, as well 
as it's indeayours. Great are the 
dangers and difficulties which love 
overcomes 3 it carries the ambitious 
lover of honour through many nn- 
eafie perils to a fading laurel z it car-., 


-ries the covetous lover. of riches 


through the moſt hard and laviſh 
Jabours, to his falſe and treacherous - 
mammon ; and it carries hkewiſe the 
devout lover of 7ES4S through obe- 
dience and ſelf-humiliation, through .. 
briers and , uneafie croſſes, through 
patience and the greateſt ſufferings 
to the ny "ge of his Beloved. * 
Love can .do all things, fince it 
brought God down from heaven to ; 
become man, and. die for mani, #ho + 


ſaith | 
ftreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or na- 
keaneſs, .01 peril, or ſword ? nay, in 
all theſe things we are more then con- 
querors, through him that loved us; for 
I am perſwaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 


* powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 


come, nor height , nor depth , nor any 
ether creature, ſhall -be able to ; rig 
#s from the love of God, which is in 
Ebriſe Teſns our Lord , AS much _ ro 

Ys 


fhall Jepayate us from the love of Chriſt ? Rom. 8. 
Paul, Shall tribulation or. di- 35, c, 


70 


Cant.s.7. 


6, 


- arms of his ju 
' open his boſom of mercy, to give 


Foh.Z:16, 
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ſay , that the power of love 1s ir- 
:reſiſtible, that it anſwers all obje- 


"Rions and conquers all obſtacles; 


notwithſtanding mans high provoca- 
tions and great unworthineſs , love 
'made the. Almighty lay down the 
vengeance, and 


his dear and onely Son to man for 
a Saviour:z God ſo loved. the world, 
that he gaze bs only begotte® Son, 
that whoſuever believeth in him ſhould 
not perijb but bave everlaſting life. And 
likewiſe: man is. enabled . or rather 
forc't by love to do and ſuffer any 
thing; as ſoon as Divine Love enters 
-a mans heart, of proud, it makes 
him humble; of luſtful and intem- 
puny 1: makes him chaſte. and ſo- 


| ber ; of covetous , . it makes him cha- 


ritable 3 of. dainty and effeminate 
it makes him a Martyr. No ll ha- 
bits ſo deeply rooted, but love can 
__ them up; no croſs ſo heavy 


but loye can bear it. Many waters can- 


not quench love C ſaith. Solomon ) ner- 
ther can the. floods drown it. No, .the 
ſtrongeſt torrent” of affiition is. bur 
like drops of water ſprinkled upon 
the fire, 1t Increaſcth the flames and 
ardency thereaf, Lowe is 45 frong as 

| an 
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- *ſpute the victory with it 
| . many years; bur it is ever #..;,; , worteres viribus 
' victorious at laft ; fo 15 ejus charitas comparalure 
love, it never gives oyer, Aug. in Pſal. 121. 

- till it hath conquer'd all | 
' oppoſitions 3 it's courage aincreaſeth 
together with difficulties 3 the more 


i doth love, it cer 
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death, and death'is very » 


70 


ſtrong , ſtronger than all z Magnum verbum fortis 


' viſible creatures, We daj- ** 7795 diettio;, mapnifi- 


centinus exprimi non potuit 


ly fight againſt death and {£,,ub fharinas,. ay; 
beat it back 3 by Teſt and A reſitar > ary 
food and Phyſick, we di- bs - un4is, ferro, regibus 


obſtacles in its way, the greater it's 
indeayours, the more fierce it's con- 


© " tentions. Death ſevers a man from 


himſelf, and diſunires what ſeems 
inſeparable : love alſo takes the loyers 


foul from him and unites It to the be 
loved, fo that he lives more in what 
he loves than in himſelf; love # as 
ftrong as death 5 Death converts the 


| qa" —_ Or — _ keeps 
them from ſinning art all, any longer: 

ir Waly moryfics 
all, even the moſt reigning ſins, it 
will not ſaffer them to fin that loye 
God. We can tame wild: beaſts by 
induſtry z overcome the barrenneſ(s 
of the earth by labour ; refiſt the an- 
gry clements by Art and Phyſick:; « 
e 


reſs;titur, wenit una mors, 
quis er reſijtit? nbil illa 


The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 


evi but hath a' remedy, enly death: * 


hath none, there 1s no ſtriving againſt 


it : fo that nothing can better expreſs 1 
the irreſiſtible power of love, than to 


fay thatit 1s as ſtrong as death, 


> The laſt property of love T ſhaſl 


now mention, 1s, that love ſweetens 
bitter things, makes our labours 
ein, and even our ſufferings'de- 
1 


lighrful. How heavy is that yoke - 


which is impos'd by an ungrateful 


hand ! the Souldier preſt to the ſer-. 


vice can hardly bear his arms : but 
he that is inrol'd by love thinks 
them [light and bears them with 
pleaſare:z the ſlave that works in the 
Mines counts his 'very life a burthen : 
the niggard that works much harder 
likes well his drudgery, becauſe the 
love of riches is his task-maſter ; he 
that ſerves his maſter out of fear 
works faintly and with -a heavy 
heart: he "that ſerves him out of 
love, doth it diligently and yet with 
chearfulneſs 3 rhe Chriftian pilgrim 


'who is driven heavyen-ward with 


fears -and terrors, goeth on with 
much relu&ancy , and a forrowful 
heart : he that is drawn with the 


cords of love, follows with joyfulneſs, 
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minds not the ruggedneſs of his 
way, and even rejoycerth in his weart- 
neſs, becauſe it brings him nearer and 
nearer to his beloved : he that could 
ſay, the love of Chriſt. conſtrauneth us, 
could ſay alſo, we refoyce in trobula- 


tions, *Twas the love of 
FESUS made primitive 
Chriſtians work hard and 
ſuffer much, with com- 
fort and unſpeakable joy : 
and *tis for want of that 
ſweet and Divine Love 
that Chriſtians now find 


| forrow and great difficul 
| 1n that little they do or ſuffer for 7E- 


Nullomodo ſunt oney:ff 
labores amantium , ſed 
etiam pſi delefant, ſicut 
venantium , piſcantium : 
intereſt ergo quid ame- 
tur : nam 11 e0 quod amae 
tur, aut no labora:ur, aut 
labor amatur. Auge 


S4S. The labours of love are ever 
pleaſant 3 nothing 15s hard, that love 


binds upon us, 


Theſe conſiderations are now to $, 2s, 
be reduc'd into pracice ; And (oI 4 favewel 
come to enter upon the work and la- 9 all ſn- 


bour- of love 5 I come to 


profeſs My #1 deſrres. 


ſelf a loverof 7FES45S, and lo to 7jþ,6, ro, 
approve my ſelf by deeds and a&1- 
ons. The love of FES4S hath 
prevail'd; I find my heart wound- 
ed; I can no longer reſiſt the charms 
of his love; he hath woed me fo 


E 


long, and with fo much kindneſs, 


that 
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'that now my heart 1s his; I will /sve 
bim, becauſe he firſt loved m:, Now 
It repenteth me that ever I reje&ted 
his ſute, that ever I was unkind to 
him ; 1t grieveth -me that ever I 
-countenanc'd and prefer'd his rivals, 
the luſts of ſenſuality, covetouſneſs, 
and pride, which I fenounc'd in my 
Baptnſmz I will now exclude them 
- wholly; this 1s the firſt mark 7F- 
S# $ ſhall receive of my ſincere af- 
feRion to him, that I will entertain 
nor careſs no longer thoſe his ene- 
mites, with whom I have had an un- 
happy intelligence for too long a 
tiwe ; henceforth, if they come near 
'me, I will indeayour to drive them 


away 3 if they come after me, I will 


flee ; if they perſevere in their at- 
tempts, they ſhall get nothing elſe, 
-but ſhame -and denials. Away from 
me then, ye wicked ſpirits, with all 
your tempting allurements, worldly 
vanities, deceitful righes, ſenſual 


pleaſures; IT remember that I re- - ! 
nounc'd you all , when firſt T gave 


up my name to 7ES&#S, when he 
firſt began to ſhew and ſeal his love 


to me, and to ingage mine I then re- | 


nounc'd the devil and all his works, 


The vain pomp and glory of the world, 


with 
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with all covetors deferes of the ſame, 


' and the carnal deſires of the fleſh; I 


now remember thoſe my ingage- 
ments, and grieve that I have not 
kept them: and therefore will. hate 
you the more; that you made me 
forget my promiſes,. and break my 
holy vows. Now will I be reveng'd 
of you, ye proud and ambitious de- 
ſigns, luſtful thoughts , greedy de- 
fires of wealth; I will now kill and 
crucifie you, Henceforth, it ſhall be 
my honour, that T am a Servant of 
FESM#S; ithall be my delightand 
pleaſure, that I am a lover of ._ 7 E- 
SAS; and it ſhall be my wealth, 
that he 1s mine as Iam his, FES#S 


. | hath done and ſuffered much to de- 
- Clare his love and to deſerve mine z 
* he hath come down from heaven, 


and humbled himſelf ro my mean 
and low condition ; he hath livd 


' Poor and deſpiſed ; he hath been af- 


tli&ed and perſecuted; he hath died 
for me; hereby I know that he loves me, 


becauſe he laid down bis life for me, © 


but ye his unworthy rivals never 
gave me any aſſurance of your afﬀfett1- 


' on, never did, or ſuffered any thing 


for me. FES#S expos'd himſelf 
to ſhame, that T might become 
E 2 glo- 


76 
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glorious ; indur'd pains, that I might 
have pleaſures; he became poor, 
that T might be enrich'd : but cove- 
rouſneſs offers me riches, to pierce 
me, through with many ſorrows ; 
luſt inticeth me, to wound me, when 
I have conſented to 1t; and pride 
promiſeth me honors, to cumber me 
and expoſe me to envy, 7ZES4S 
1s infinitely lovely, he 1s all perfe&i- 
on and goodneſs ; and he defires to 
be loved, not for any advantage of 
his own, but te make his lovers in- 
tirely and eternally happy : but you 
ainted 1dols of abuſed mortals, are 
1n your ſelves ugly, and even loath- 
fome ; though at a great diftance, 
ye may ſeem ſomewhat fair, yet near 
at hand, ye are nothing but defor- 
mity ; ye always prove vain and 
vexatious; ye ſeek <to enter mens 
hearts, only to tyrannize and tor- 
ment them, and betray, them to 
eternal ſorrows. JESUS 1s A 
true and conſtant lover, he ever 
owns his friends : he never fails 
them that love him ; he helps them 
in their diſtreſſes; he comforts them 
1n their ſorrows ; and when they die 
he ſtands by them : but ye temporal 
deceitful pleaſures, are falſe and in- 
CONn- 
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The Love of FESUS, 
conſtant ; ye forſake your-friends in 
their greateſt need; ye flatter them 
for a few Summer days, while the 
Sun ſhines kindly upon them ; bur 
in the rigors of Winter, when an 
unproſperous ſtorm ariſeth, you are 
gone, ye leave them to ate com- 
fortleſs ; they carry nothing. of you, 
when they go from hence, but che 
bitrer remembrance of your trea- 
cherouſneſls. 7 ESU#4S 1s a moſt 


grateful lover, he ever returns love - 


for love ; he 1s eyer found of them 
that ſeek him; to them that defire 
him he ever gives himſelf; every 
true loyer of ZES4S is ſure to 1n- 
joy him : but you worldly injoyments 
are generally moſt unkind to your 
molt paſſionate lovers; ye flee from 
them 'that run after you; ye grieve 
and vex your greateſt admirers, ye 
are ever uncertain, falſe and ungrate- 
ful. I will therefore never love you 
again z nay, TI reſfolye to hate and 
perſecute you; to mortifie the luſts 
of my fleſh ; to humble the pride of 
'my heart, and overcome the cove- 
tous defires of my mind : but Fx. 
S14S ſhall reign 1n my heart ; him 
will I love; him will I ſerve;-him 
will I indeavour to pleaſe in all 

E 3 things 3 
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things; I will be wholly his ; there- 
fore I renounce all friendſhip with 
ou that are his enemies; there ca1 
no agreement betwixt the Holy 


JESUS and this finful world ; If 


1 7oh.2.1s any man love the world, the love of the 
father is not in him. 


$6.26, Fleſhly luſts are agarnft the purity 
Of the an- of FESUS; pride 1s againſt his 
tipathy be- humility 53 and wordly-mindednefs 
twixt ſin contrary to his heavenly promi- 
and Feſus, Tes and his mercifulneſs. Theſe 
are never to be reconcild with 

FESUS : they are mortal enemies, 

mortal I may call them, becauſe 

they were hts murtherers, or ra- 

ther, becauſe he died to put them 

to death; we were not redeemd with 
corruptible things, as ſilver and gold 

from our vain converſation, but with the 

precious blood of Chriſt : FES 45S ſhed 

his blood to redeem us, as well from 

the praftice and commiſſion, as 

from the paniſhment and deſtruf1- 

on of ſin. Nay, the firſt is that 

which he chiefly deſign'd , becauſe, 

though we ſhould not be puniſh'd, 

et if we remain in fin, we are un- 

appy : holineſs being the ultimate 

end, perfettion, and happineſs of 

man 
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man. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, far 


without holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. 
S.Paul therefore ſaying that Chriſt 
died unto fin, that 1s, to take away in, 


Infers from thence, that we veing Rom. 6. 


baptized into Chriſts death, our old man 


' 3s now crucified, that the body of ſon 


might be deftroyd, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve fin 5, and S.Peter like- 
wiſe makes it: the purpoſe, why 
Chriſt did bear our fins ( their pumſh- 
ment ) oz his own body, on the tree, 
that we thereby being dead anto {in 
mught live unto righteouſneſs. Chriſt 


gave bimſelf for us, that he might ve- Gal. 1.4.. 


deem us from this preſent evil world. 
The Son of God was manifefted that he 
might deftroy the works of the Davil. 
Sin is that which God hates: above 
all things: fin is that which is moſt 


contrary to his nature, and to our 


happineſs; and ſo 'FES#S was 
crucified , that ſm might be de- 
ſtroy'd, he died that fin might live 
no longer : and therefore I re- 
nounc'd all fin, the Devil and all his 
works, when 7JES4S own'd me 
for his friend and I own'd him for 
my Lord and Maſter, they are in- 
cmpatible , their inconfiſtency 1s 
irreconcilable ; zf I hold to the one, I 
| E 4 mil 


Pet. 2.24; 
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muſt deſpiſe the other; if 1 love one, 1 | VC 


»muft hate the other. 1 will therefore, d 
as I am moſt bound, 'and as T have ., T 
promis'd, forſake' fin and follow } ® 
JESUS; I -will fight againſt his |} © 
enemies, and fide with him againſt +4 $ 


my own corrupt aftettions; while I b 
have a being, I will love and\ obey _ ® 
FESUS, | 
t 
l 
| 


$. 27, Now, To effe&t this, means\ are 
- Cf out- to be ugd; for our hearts will|\not 
ward helps of a ſudden be brought to a Religi- 
and means. ous temper z *tis not bare reſolutt- 
ons will make us refiſt temptations 
when they aſſault us, with their moſt 
prevailing inticements, grace indeed 
15 never wanting to us : but if we. 
be wanting to our ſelves, we re- 
ceive it in vain : 1f we ſecond it not 
with our indeavours, we make 1t 1n- 
effefual, Now among private means | 
of grace ( for I ſpeak not of thoſe 
that may be had in the Church, 1n 
the diſpenſation of the word and Sa- 
craments belonging to all ) taſting, bk 
alms, and prayers, which are alſo | 
as of Religion may hold the firſt þ 
rank. But betides them, there are 
other adminicula pittatis, inſtruments 
ef holy contrition, handmaids to de- 
votion, 
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votion, which, though they. be in» 
different, and uncommanded , yet 
may help to move our affeftions; 
and ſecure our- duty. Snch are re- 
rirement-from the world, reading of 
good Books, pious Meditations, hum- 
ble proftrations, &c. And (though 
needleſs ſcruples and reje&ing of 
Ancient Ceremonies, be now much 
in uſe and credit, yet) amongſt 
them I will reckon, the fign of the: 
Croſs, which was certainly us'd by 
Primitive Chriſtians very frequently, 
and yet-withaut ſuperſtition ; there- 
by to vouch 1t to others, and even.to 
themſelves, that they own'd 7 E- 
S4S Chriſt crucifhed for their 
Lord and- Saviour : as alſo: it was 
made upon our forc-heads in Holy. 
Baptiſm, 2» token that we ſhould not 
be aſhamed to profeſs the faith of Chriſt” 
crucified, and manfully to fight under 


his banner, againſt fin, the world, and 


the devil, &c, And to the ſame pur- 


poſe we may uſe 1t on our ſelves. 


again, to-teſtifie that we own the 
profeſſion we then made, and tacite- 
ly to confirm and renew our vows of 
obedience, and fidelity ; not to con- 
jure away (pirits, and work ſuch feats 


as many intend it for, 1n the Church 
| E 5g = 
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paſſion. 


Zay 8 Uuiy tyeg- for FESUS © and ſo,confi- 
gw teay 78 dm09Ja- dering the paſſion of 7 Be 
yeip, 6 Buds Tewg SHS, I meditate with 
£SLUR@TUS 
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of Rome : but to ſtrengthen our good 
reſolutions, by moving and affetting 
our hearts, Certain it 1s that nothing 

alpable or vifible may im this life, 
Cethe objea of our worſhip; 1 may 
have ſome power on the heart as 
well as what comes in by the ear ; 
but though it have the warrant of 
antiquity, yet it may not ſerve any 
further than only to ſtir up our dull 
afftetions, and raiſe holy paſſions 
in us. But, if we fincerely forſake 


our fins, and evidence our love to: 


FESUS, "tis not greatly mate- 
rial what- means or inſtruments we 


uſe. 
| 5Y, 28. My love # crucified, faid 
Meditation on the that loving and holy Mar. 


tyr 12natius,declaring how 
earneſtly he wiſh't to die 


him ; My love is erncifed, 


my deareſt Savjonur dies 


in moſt bitter pains; he hath been 
rudely bound and drag'd from place 
to place ; he hath been ſtripr, tree 
to a poſt, and whipt like a vile flaye 3 
he hath been buffetted and _—_ 
an 


"= 05.4 a 2 3 HACER 
PTY os Ts 
EAA ORs Ae” Ons wo - 


MO CO EEE ES 5 
Un 


> 
SE 


OO ___ gies 6% a & tt A) 


ng T « 
LIND CREIRY SC TORY 


»" "TIT" . 
EA TE Io] foe _T » APES F 
-_ Pe: Huſh S a wo : ” 


The Love of FESHS. 
and abus'd with all manner of con... 
tumelies4 and now I ſee him crown'd 
with. thorns , all over ſpittle and - 
blood, I ſce him ſtretch'd upon the 
croſs, where his hands and his feer 
are nail'd; his head hangs down; 1- 
read in his pale face and- his weep- 
1ng eyes, the extremity of his pain, 
the anguiſh of. his wounded: ſoul;. 


Lord art thou he whom 


my foul loverh ? art thou - 


my deareſt FES4S! 


were it my. father, my bro- - 


ther, my friend, or my 
benefa@or that ſhould ſuf- 


fer this undeſervedly, how - 


would I pitty them ! but 
thould they ſuffer this up- 


on my account, Lord I' 


0 Domine Feſu Chrie 
ſte, fs mntelligentia quam-- 
mh; dedifti utz vellem fi- 
cut deberem , cernerem 
manifeſte, quo modo, ime * 
quam fine mo1o, a me cre- 
atura tua amari merueris, - 
q 1 prior dilexiſt; me; tan- 
tus OO tantum, & gratis, .. 
taniilium, © talem, @ * 
ingratum. Flor, 


could not outhye ſuch a 
fight ! if nothing elſe, love would - 
certainly wound my foul -to dearh, 
But behold it 1s fo; this crucified, 
this dying man is my father, he gave 
me my being ; he 15 my brother, he . 
came down from heaven and took 
humane fleſh,that he might have thar -: 
relation to me; he 15 my friend, he 
lays down his life to ſave mine ; he - 
is my greateſt benefaRor, from him - 


I receive all I haye; all the bleflings, . 
tne... 


— 
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the good things I injoy I owe to.his 
kindneſs. | 
But heark, methinks T hear him 
ſpeak te. me theſe pathetick , theſe 
moving words 3 Chriſtian, deareſt 
Chriſtian for whom here I die; con- 
ſider ſcriouſly., 1mprint 1t 1n thine 
heart, what in my words, what 1n 
my myſteries, thou readeſt of my 
ſuffering for thee; confider who I 
am, what I indure, and to what end. 
I am the eternal Son of God whom 
the Angels adore: I became Man to 
make thee partaker of the Divine 
Nature; I am infinitely rich, the 
whole univerſe 1s mine : I became 
thus deſtitute of all things to pur- 
chaſe true riches for thee ; Iam of an 
Almighty Power, the whole world 
was made and ſubfifts by me: I am 
now weak to make thee ſtrong Lam 
overcome of mine enemies to make 
thee conquer thine; I am crown'd 
with glory, and cloth'd with Maje- 
{ty : I now wear theſe thorns, and 
am become naked, to clothe thee 
with robes of righteouſneſs ,- and 
Crown thee with a Royal Diadem; I 
am the inexhauſtible fountain of 
Joy and happineſs : I now indure for 
rows and miſerics, to make thee 


joy» 
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| joyful and happy; I am infinitely. 


pure and innocent: I am become A 
ſacrifice for fin, to merit thy par- 
don, and to-ſandifie and make thee 


' holy; Tam the Author of life, the 


: firſt. and the laſt + T now die to make 


- 


thee live for ever; nothing 
but love moves me thas 
to ſuffer for thee, and no- 


| thing but love IT require 


for 1t, Deareſt ſoul, thy fins. 


are more grievous to me 


: than my wounds; add not 


ſorrow. to my ſorrow by 
remaining 1mpenitent;de- 
ny not this requeſt to thy 
dying bleeding Saviour 
that thou wouldſt mortifie 


thy luſts and ferfake thy. 


ſins ; all that 1s paſt I 
heartily forgive, 1f thou 
becomeſt true penitent. 


This usd to be 
written under Ctru= 
cifixes, 


Aſpice ſerve Dez, ſic me 
poſuere Fudei, 

Aſpice mortalis, pro te dae 
tur hoſtia talis. 

Aſpice devote, quoniam ic 
penXJeo pro te, 

Introitum vite reddo tib?, 
redde mih1 te. : 

In cruce ſum pro te, qui 
peccas define pro mes. 

Define, do . veniam, dic 
culpam, corrige vitams 


I freely. give my ſelf for thee, and 
beg - that thou wouldit give thy ſelf 


to Me, 


What ſhall I ſay, now 


deareſt Lord? Words can-- 


not anſwer thee. T am 
amaz'd, I am aſtoniſhed, 


S&. 29, 
Proteſtations of lous 
to FESUS. 


I know not how to.ſpeak, my. tongue 


CAannor 


$. 30. 
Of a ſon- 
cere 4- 
mendment. . 


The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 


cannot expreſs what my heart feels, |: 
Lord I will fay nothing ! IT will 7 
anſwer with fighs and tears, with ' 
by refigning | 
and giving up my. body and ſoul to. | 
thee, EF will anſwer by: obedience, }? 
by ations, by now falling ro work © 


deyout affcaions, 


to reform my life, ro mortifie my 
ſinful lufts, te cut off the members 
of the body of fin. Sweeteſt 7ESH, 
I will love thee with all the affe&i- 
ons my heart can entertain ; no bo- 
ſome 1in ſhall be fo dear to me, but 
for thy ſake I will heartily part with 
it; no luſt ſhall be fo pleaſing, but 
I will kill it, at thy requeſt and com- 
mand ; even my natural deſires and 
inclinations wYl T gladly deny, when 
they come in competition with that 


duty and love I owe, and.ever will . 


pay 7ZESM#S, 


* But fickle and unhappy creatures, 
that we are, we often promiſe well, 


but ſeldome ſtand to our ingage- . 


ments z our reſolutions are good and 


our performances very defedtive ; . 


The ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is 


weak, 1 muſt not therefore reft m . 
generals, but I muft reſolve more . 
eſpecially againſt thoſe fins. = = | 

| lined . 
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. The Love of FESUS. 
clined to : and not only againſt them, 
but alſo upen the means whereby I 
may overcome and mortifie them z. 
as avoiding the occaſions and intice-. 
ments, inti1&ing on my ſelf ſuch ſe- 
verities, as may be proper reme- 
dies, and tying my ſelf to ſuch pious 
exerciſes, as I know will drive away 
the temptation. To forſake my fins, 
1s not to forbear drunkenneſs, when 
perhaps I am not inclined to 1t ; or 
to avoid ſwearing, when I look upon 
it as an unpleafing and unprofitable 
ſin; or to hate covetouſneſs, when. 
by nature Fam libetal :. but, knowing. 
what fin pleaſeth me moſt, what vice 
my temper inclines me to, and what 
temptation 15 moſt ſtcong and 1m- 
portunate upon me, by my. calling. 
or my company, againſt that to for- 
tifie my ſelf, and 1mploy the utmoſt 
of. my ſtrength; againſt that to-.- 
watch and pray, and uſe fincere 
and earneſt 1ndeavours. To for- 
ſake my ſms, 1s not to ſay, I will for-. 
fake them. Some men, when they 
are call'd upon by fear, adverſity, or 
the ſecret voice of. God within them, 
are forward enough to- ingage with 
the Elder Brother in the Goſpel, 
Lord, 1 will go and work in thy _ 

ganas 
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yard : but their hot zeal and haſty | 
promiſe, ſoon decays into neglt- | 
gence, and at laſt into a cold denial. | 


Though I reſolve againſt my natural 


corruptions never fo ſeriouſly, thac | 
will not ſubdue -them, without F 5 


uſe proper means. for it; to tabe- up 
my croſs and follow Chriſt, to forſabe 
all for him, to deny my ſelf, to take the 


kingdom of heaven by force, to- cut off 


my right hand, and pluckh- out mine eye 
when they offend, 1s-more than barely 
to reſolye, and promiſe high, and 
proceed no further. They that are 
Chriſts have, not only verbally re- 
nounc'd, but actually crucified the 


fleſh, with the affeftions and luſts 


therefore now, I have given up my 
ſelf to Chriſt, and defire ever to be 
his, IT muſt pray heartily, and 
watch diligently againſt my fins, 
thoſe eſpecially that are moſt plea- 
ling and cuſtomary to me; I muſt, 
like S.Paul, not fight in the air againſt 


_ generals, but keep under my body , be 


temperate in all things, and ſtrive to 
the utmoſt, for the incorrapteble crown 3 
TI muft uſe that violence to my ſelf, 
ſuch harſh applications, a&s of 
penance and mortification, of my 
own or the Spiritual Phyficians ap- 

polnt- 
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q pointment, as are fit and requiſite 
J to cure my diſtemper, ro expel or 
© reform thar evil inclination which is. 
8 inconſiſtent with my love to 7 E- 
ZS4S. To that end 1t will be very 
7 uſeful frequently to meditate on the 
{pailion of Chriſt, the day of. our 
3 change, our appearance 1n judge- 
7 ment, the Joys of heaven, the tor- 
ments of hell, and the amazing cone | 
| Fderation of Eternity : and I am 

erſwaded, and will therefore ſpeak 
"Ft: plain, ( though to the diſlike of 
3 moſt Diſſenters /) that 1t might be 
I very profitable, a great token of fſin- 


7 cerity, and an excellent inſtrumenc 


Jof reformation, to acquaint the Sp1- 
! ritual Judge and Phyſician, with the 
7 ſtate of our Conſcience and the di- 
ſtempers of our ſouls, to ſubmit to 
; his 1mpofitions, to follow his coun- 
| ſels, and carefully obſerve lus pre- 
ſcriptions, This 1s recommended 
to us by Divine Authority, the gene- 
ral practice of the Chriſtian Church, 
while of late, and the greater Piety 
of our Anceſtors : and 1t would be a 
good remedy againſt our ignorance, 


the wrong judgment we make of our 
ſelves, our ſelf-love and partiality, 
g our 1nward douyots and tormenting 


fears, 
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fears, and our reigning luſts and moſt# JO) 
common temptations, Every man} 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery 7s tempe-| 
rate 2n all things; now they do it te 0b-| 
tain a corruptible crown, but we an! 
zncorruptible : He that would van-} 
quiſh his antagoniſt, was 1n the firſt! 
__ to vanquiſh himſelf, to indure 

ardſhip and ſeverity, and ufe all in-f 
deavours for the viftory, for a fa-jj © 
ding garland : fo he that will over- || th 
come his luſts, and maſter hrmſelf, J **. 


' and obtain that - heavenly crown j V! 


$.31. 
Love will 
work the 
beſt Refor- 
mation. 


which never fadeth, muſt uſe grear}} © 
induſtry, many arts, all means thar || 27 
can conduce to that end. thi 


But the voluminous direRions of | G* 
Caſuiſts and Confeſſionifts cannct i V* 
reach all caſes and all particulars: to 
ſhorten our labour therefore, ler the 
love of FES4S do the work of 
ſelf-reformation and 1t will be ſoon- 
eſt and beſt done. Love will find 
out the moſt effeual means for the | 
extermination of our ſins, and love 
will uſe them to the beſt purpoſe. 
Certain 1t 1s, that love in all inſtan- 
ces, ſets men upon as of ſelf-dee 
nial ; as great Generals and many 
more, who forego the ey in- 


/Joyment 
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# joyment of the comforts they might 
© have at home, and expoſe them- 
| ſelves to dangers, becauſe they love 
_# honour ; merchants who forſake their 
deareſt relations, and run throngh 
{ many great troubles and perils, . be- 
z cauſe they love gain; and the more 
enerous love of friendſhip, which 
{ hath caus'd many to chuſe great in- 
1 conveniences and even death to ſerve 
7 their friends: and therefore certam 
Lit 1s alfo that the love of FES4S 
will make his yoke and even his craſs 
eafie ; will make us deny our ſelves 
and forbear what diſpleafeth him, 
though otherwiſe pleaſing to ns. 
That men might be without excule, 
God hath made a ſhort 
work. upon the earth : Ut nem? habet excnſa- 
« (faith S.Aug.). by con- tionem in die judicii vo- 
« tra&ing his immenfity Iuit Dews, ſicut ſeriptum 
« jnto the narrow dimen- 9% *ou/ummare fn 
« ſf5ons of man, he hath yam. Aug. de DoR.Chri- 
« abbreviated his do&rine ftiana. }. .c. 1. 
«and our talk, FES4S 
1s the Center and the ſum of our: 
Faith and Religion, and the love of 
FESUS 1 the content of our duty, 
I have determined, (faith S.Paul) not 1 Cor2,2: 
to know any thing among yau ſave Feſus 
Chriſt and him crucified, and we preach 1.24» 
Chriſt 


Gal.6.14. 
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Chriſt crucified, to the Jews a ſtumbling 
bleach, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs : 
but to them that are called, Chriſt the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of God, 
that 1s, in whom God fully reveals 
his will, and gives us full power to 
fulfil it. Therefore (ſaith the Apo- 
{tle ) God forbid that I ſhould glory 
ſave in the Croſs of Feſus Chriſt my 
Lord; by whom the world ts crucified 


unto me, and I unto the world. The 


knowledge and love of FESA#S, 
our Crucified Saviour, 1s the moſt 
proper means to teach us our duty, 
the greateſt motive to undertake 1t, 
and the beſt inſtrument to perform. 
and effe& it withal ; it will kill our 
lufts, crucihe the members. of the 
body of fin, and carry us through the 
labours and difficulties of -penitence 
and fincere amendment: 1t wilt be 
the fulfilling of repentance, as it 1s 
the fulfilling of the law. 

For, as love 1s ſtrong to. overcome 
ftrong enemies, to kill the greateſt 
ſins :- ſo it 1s wiſe and quickfighted to 
ſce and to find our the leaſt. A loving 
friend will not only not ſlander and 
defame his friend, not rob, or 
firike, or murther him : but will for- 
bear all words and a&jons which 
might 
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might bring him the leaſt grief or 
inconvenience z love will not only 
not give the greateſt provocations 
but even not diſoblige or diſpleaſe in 
the leaſt inſtances And fo, if my 
love to” FES#S be fincere, 1t will 
not only keep me from confederation 
with his profeſt and greareſt ene- 
mies, but even make me ſhun and 
forſake the moſt ſecret and contemp- 
tible of them: IT mean that the love 
of FES4S will never ſuffer me to 
entertain any the leaſt fin; and, 


whenever I find that I have been un- 


happily ſeduc'd' to commit any, it 
will caufe me to grieve and (adly to 
repent, that I have diſpleaſed my 
deareſt Saviour , and wounded that 


' tender love I have for him. And in- 


deed, it is reported of many devout 
perſons, great lovers of FES4S, 
that they would ſorrow and weep for 
ordinary failings, for ſmall omiſſions, 
more than others would, for much 
greater fins, - Divine Love, like a 
bright burning flame, will feel a 
commotion and diſturbance by the 
leaſt drop of water that falls upon it : 
a ſmall irregularity will be more grie- 
vous to a pious lover of FES4US, 
than great crimes to another, There- 
fore 
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Chriſt conſtraineth us, would alſo high- 
ly complain, and groan under the 
ſenſe of our unavoidable imperfe&i- 
Rom :24s ons; O wretched man that I am, who 
| ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
| death? Nothing will make us more 
ſenfible of our leaſt and moſt com- 
mon ſins, than the love of FES4S3 
It will make us angry at, and impa- 
tient of them, and earneſt and ſevere 
1n reforming of them. 


$.32. So then as I profeſs my ſelf a lo- 
The exer- ver, a ſincere and affe&jonate lover 
ciſe of re- of FESUS, I am oblig'd to un- 
pentance, do, as much as may be, what I have 
done amiſs, and to do it no more:this 

I heartily reſolve to do, and I hope 

ſhall really perform by the grace and 

aſſiſtance of my God. T will make 

amends and reſtitution to thoſe I 

have damnified in body, goods, or 

name, and even ask their pardon for 

the injury : and then bewail my 

fins, grieve that T have offended my 

| Divine and loving Maſter, and beg 

his forgiveneſs, and indeavour by 

tears and contrition to waſh away 

the ſtains and ſpots wherewith my 

foul 15 polluted, and to 

ory 


fore he that could ſay, the love of 
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| Holy eyes of the Holy ZFES#S; and 


fo, to love FES4S bindsupon me 
the ' whole exerciſe of repentance, 


which now muſt be work of my life ; 
Tam henceforth to live the life of a 


penitent , and I reſolve ſo to do; 
therefore, every night, I mult call 
my ways to remembrance and be- 
ſides thoſe greater provocations, 


"wherewith I oftended my God in the 


days of my folly and inconſideration, 
T am to take notice of thoſe fins of 
daily incurſion I am fallen into the 
laſt day, and weep over them all,and 
beg for pardon; & this eſpecially upon 
thoſe times appointed for mares 


- tionand as of punitive repentance, 


Fridays, Lent, and others; wherein 
devout Chriſtians make it their more 
folemn indeavours to ſoften their 
hearts and make them melt into pe- 


. Nitent tears : which muſt be done by 
Religious exerciſes and ſuch medita- 


tions as this, 
My deareſt 7Z$S#4S, I owe te 


thy kindeſt goodneſs, my being and 


all the —_ I injoy; and I know 
that thou didſt come c bh from hea- 


ven to die on the Croſs, that I might - 


not die in hell to eternity; to ſuffer a 


| bitter and ſhameful death, that 
might - 
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might live 1n eternal joys. I hepe 


ro ſee thy glorious face, one day; I . 


hope to receive a crown from thy 
gracious hands; I hope to dwell in thy 
bliſsful ſoctety for ever, deareſt Sa- 


viour, 1f thou wer't upon earth, T- | 


would go all the world over to pro- 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee, to kiſs the 
ground thy Holy Feet ſhould tread, 
to ſerve thee, to ſhew my love and 
gratitude to thee, Deareit Lord, I 
would now joyfully give up my life 
for thee; I would loſe the laſt drop of 


* my blood to pleaſe and glorifie thee; I 


would die rather than deny thee, Why 
then, unhappy wretch that IT am, 
do I offend thee, to whom T owe 
my ſelf, and all that I have ? Why 
do I wound thee by my tranſgreſſi- 


ons, who was wounded for them, by _ 


thy love? Why do I grieve thee, 
who purchaſeſt eternal joys for me? 


Why do I diſpleaſe thee, with whont 


T hope to live and dwell, and from 
whom -T expe& mercy and Salva- 
tion ? Why do I fin againſt thee, 
whom I love with all my ſoul? and 
why do not I live to thee, for whom 
I would die. 


Such 


| 
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Such conſiderations and ſolile- $. 33, 
quies as theſe will produce not only 1s made 
lachrymas doloris, tears of grief, but eaſe by 
alſo fachrymas amoris, tears of love love. 
and true contrition ; and moreover, 
| All theſeverities of repentance which 
{ are ſo unacceptable and ſo repug- 
nant to nature will be made plea- 
ſant: thoſe things that would be un- 
grateful, as as of juſtice and obedt- 
ence, will become delightful as a&ts of 
love; in amore nihil amari, 1n love 
; All thingsare ſweet thatare done or 
| ſuffer'd, for the ſake of the beloved. 

I take pleaſure in infirmities, an Yt- 9 Coy; 
proaches, in neceſ}t3es,in perſecutions, in 19, x0, 
diſtreſſes for Chrifts ſabe, ſaith S.Paul, 
that great lover of 7ES4S; net 
that thoſe things are of their own na- 
| ture —_—_ , whether infliged by 
our ſelves or others ; *twas for Chriſts 
| 


ſake thatheike'tthem.He that by pe- 
| nitent ſorrow,and as of ſelf-denial 
ſhews his.love to FESAS, is certainly 
' delighted with the moft affii&ive of 
 . thoſe voluntary ſufferings,as they are 
expreſſions of his love. Accordingly - 
'ts ſa1d of the Religions of S. Ber- 
| :zrd,that thetrwatchings,and faſtings, 
and all the ſeyerities of their rule 
K were 
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were become fo pleaſant to them, 
by the devourneſs of their affe&ions, 
that they were afraid of having their 
paradiſe 1n this world, and conſulted 
S.Berna2rd about it. And certainly no- 
thing bur love could carry the pri- 
mitrve ſo/itariesand Canobites through 
thar uneafineſs and hardſhip they 
willingly undertook, and indur'd 
many years, and rejoyc'd in, and 
would not have exchang'd for all the 
pleaſures in the world. | 


Perhaps ir will be faid, that ſuch 


And pro- things are the effe& of melancholy 
ceeds not 
from me- 
lancholy. 


or a forward and miſguided zeal, not 
of true piety, But let1t be conſider'd, 
that natural love it ſelf hath done, 
and fti1] doth wonderful things. The 
love of friendſhip, the leve of luſt, 
the love of riches and ambition have 
ſer men upon difficult arremprs, have 
made them deſpiſe great dangers, 
have catried them through many 
labours and ſufferings, and per- 
haps-as great as the moſt mort- 


"fed Chriſtian ever undertook for 


'FESU&4S. and Eternity, This 
hath been and 1s. ſtill che effet of 
Natural Love, and. ſure Divine 
Love, whoſe obje& is (o infimutely 
more 
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more excellent, may do at leaſt as 
much. 

Beſides, things temporal ſeem 
great at a diſtance; but near at hand, 
they appear, as they are 1ndeed, 
mean and contemptible : whereas 
contrariwiſe, things eternal, as they 
ſeem ſmall and deſpicable afar off, 
ſo near at hand they appear great 
and immenſe, they overwhelm the 
mind. Hence it 1s, that dying men 
who are on the brink of eternity, are 


 amaz'd at the thoughts and near pro- 


mm of it, and expreſs great regret 
or their paſt inconfideration, and 
promiſe great things for the future, 1f 
they might live longer : looking up- 


on the world, as an empty nothing, 


not to be regarded where eternity 
appears; and hence it 1s alſo, that 
7 who approach things eternal, 
and view them by meditation and 
contemplation, are of the ſame mind, 
hare the ſame apprehenſions of 
them, and a& accordingly : doing 
thoſe things which dying men repent 
they have not douc;for indeed,it 1s no 
Uluſion or deceit, but a great and 
real truth, that the world and all 
It's concerns are nothing, compar'd 
to etcrnity; and _> We can _ 
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be too careful to obtain eternal joys, 
and avoid eternal ſorrows. How 
much the Bleſſed Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were a&ed by this 
conſideration, S.Payl gives us toun- 
derſtand , ſaying, that whilſt they 


look'r not on things viſible and-tran- 
'firory , bur on things inviſible and 


eternal, then their affii&ions were 
light and but for a moment ;, though, 
they laſted many years, and were fo 
great, that the very thoughts of them 
can make us tremble, yer they were 


light & momentary, whilſt they look'd 


on eternity : and they fainted not, 
though their outward man decay d daily, 
by their great mortifications, and 
their laborious zeal to ſerve God : 
and all this, whilft we look not on the 
things that are ſeen, but on the things 
which are not ſeen : for the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal; So that 
it 15 the effe& of a wiſe and moſt ra- 
tional conſideration, to value and 
love him above all things, whoby dy- 
ing for us; hath reſcu'd us from eter- 
nal ruine, and obtain'd eternal hap- 

ineſs for us : and to make tt appear 

y all means poſſible, doing or ſuf- 


our 
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our love to ZES4S, and' afjure us 
of a bleſſed eternity. It may juitly 
be fear'd that the indevotion and 
lukewarmneſs of very many, not the 
worlt of Chriſtians, - will not make 
them” acceptable to God , who de- 


clares that he will ſpue- them oat of bis Rev.z.16, 


mouth that are neither hot nor cold : and 

that their careleſsnefs and indiffe- 

rency 1n religious duties, will hardly 

ſecure their eternal intereſt : How: . 
ever. I think that it 1s a ſhame, 
to ſee Benedittins, Franciſcans, Cat- 

thuftans', and others, forſake the 

merriments, pleaſures and honors of 
the world, riſe up early and late go 
to reft, wear nothing but Cilices and 
coarſe cloth, feed poorly and lie 
hard :. and all this, and much more 
to obſerve the Rule of S:Bruno, S, Fran- 
cis, or ſome other fanſieful or me- 
lancholy Devoto , who- oblig'd them 
to ſome abſurd, ſome needleſs, and 
many uneafie obſervations : from 
whom they never receiv'd any bene- 


. fit, and from whom they can ex- 


pe& no kind of remuneration : and 
at the ſame time to ſee Chriſtians nice 
and dainty , . unwilling to deprive 
themſelves of any pleaſure, or to un- 
dergo any thing of hardſhip, for to 

F 3 obſerve 
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obſerve the moſt reaſonable, holy, 
and advantageous Rule of Chriſt;from 

whom they have receiv'd the greateſt 
fayours, from whom they expet the 
greateſt rewards, and to whoſe ſer- 
vice and obedience they have deyo- 
ted themſelves, by a ſolemn vow, in 
holy Baptiſm, 


$. 35. Nowif it be doubted whether yo- 
Eorporal fareary Corporal Aufterities be ac- 
Aufterities ceptable to God, T anſwer, that the 
-may pleaſe example of our Bleſſed Saviour,which 
God. we are to imitate and follow, makes 
It unqueſtionable ; befides thoſe Scrt- 

ptures which command us to deny our 

ſelves, to. take wp our Croſs, to cut off 

even hands and feet, when they make 

us offend, and that declaration of 

AMat.6.18, onr Blefled Saviour, when ye faſt, be 
: not as the hypocrites, ( faſting compre- 
hends all external mortifications, 

which Chriſt appoints not when, and 

how to be us'd: but leaves to our 

free choiſe and the determination of 

the Church, only declaring how 

much God 1s 'pleas'd with them ) 

but anoint thy bead and waſh thy face, 

that tho ar not unto men to. faſt, 

but to ry ke which is ts ſecret, and 

thy father which ſres in ſecret, ſhall 
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ward thee openly; the ſame that 1s 
promis'd to Prayers, and alms. Theſe, 
T fay, make it as clear as the light, 
that God recommends, accepts, and 
rewards ſpontaneous ads of Mortifi- 


_ cation, when perform'd without hy- 


rifſie or oltentation. They are 
inſtruments of Religion , whereby 
our laſts are ſubdu'd; the body ke 


under, and the ſpirit 1t ſelf mort 
ed ; they are marks of the ſincerity 
of our ſorrow, of onr regret to have Hom» peni- 


offended God, and cur anger againſt eetha _ 


our ſelves for it ; and they are teſt 
monials of our love, when we thus, 
take Gods cauſe in hand, puniſhing 
the offender for paſt offences, and 
ſeeking to prevent others that might 
follow. For this I dare appeal to the 
true lovers of ZES4S, who necd- 
ed not this digrefſion, to convince 
them that ads of ſelf-denia] are 
pleafing to God, and pleaſing to 
themſelves, 

IT muſt therefore, the better to 
declare my love to 7FES4#S, upon 
appointed days eſpecially, or alſo at 
other tzmes, as occaſion may be of- 
fered, either mnfijt on my ſelf vo- 


luntary affii&ions, or deprive my ſelf 


of lawful pleaſures; as that pious 
1.4 Prince: 


103 
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+ 2 Sam, 23, Prince who pour'd out to God that 
16, water, which he thirfted exceeding- 
ly : ſometimes in the matter of mear 
and drink, put a knife to my throat, 
when I might indulge to 1t; remem- 
bring how in that matter I have of- 
fended, and inwardly ſpeaking my 
rief for it, and my deſire of ahe 
od of Angels, the dainties of the 
great Supper of the Lamb : ſomertmes 
forbear a merry meeting, and devote 
to charity what I ſhould ſpend on my 
recreation ; and fo, in many innu- 
merable other caſes, as opportunity, 
and the ſecret whiſpers of love ſhall 
ſuggeſt; and all this, without ſcru- 
ple, without affe@&ation , without 
pride : for, where we are not bound, 
fuch things may be omitted, ſo the 
great duty of contrition and love be 
ſecure. 


$.36. But the beſt half of repentance is 


Not to Ye yer behind; that which is motto be. 


Turn 484? attended to, that which T muſt chief- 
fo our fins ly deſign in all a&s of morrification 
when temp- 5s, that I return no more to thoſe ſins 
Farzons Tt- for the which I grieve and affii& my 
FYRs ſelf. The occaſions and inticements 
| fin will doubtleſs -come again z; my 


thoughts wilt not always be fix'd up- 
| on 
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on Divine Obje&ts, my mind will re-. - 


rurn tothe world; my paſſions will 
be diſorderly and my appetite un- 
ruly again : how ſhall I ſtand, and 


reſiſt, and be ſafe, in the time of 


danger, in the hour of tryal and 
temptation ? I reſolve to lifr up my 
foul to ZES4S and beg his ailiſt- 
ance ; I will remember my vows and 
ingagements, how much I am bound 
to love and obey ZESA4S rather 
than my luſts, and how much a gainer 
T ſhall be by it. | 

Thus, when a provocation. to att- 
ger 1s given, and I find my heart 
riſe, and my* ſpirits take fire and 
grow turbulent, inſtead of giving 
way to paſſion , or ſuffering that it 
ſhould proceed to hatred and re- 
yenge, I will turn afide and check 
my ſelf with the remembrance of 
my meekeſt Saviour, who was led as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter and opened not 
bis mouth, who, when he was revild, 
reviled not again, when he ſuffered the 
greateſt injuries, yet uſed no threatning, 
leaving us-an exemple that we ſhould 
follow . his fteps, T will remember 
how 11 . 3t«.-becomes me to be angry 


IP:t,2.21, 


with others, who have ſo much rea---: 


ſan to be angry with my {elf for ha- 
F 5g vying 


yoo 
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ving ſe highly and frequently, pro- 


 vYok'd my God to anger; I will con- 


Joh. 13-34» 


fider how 1ll it becomes me to be 
revengeful and ſevere to others, 
when all my hopes, and all my hap- 
pineſs depend upon forbearance and 
mercy; F will think of, and fear that 
juſt. exprobration of my Lord againſt 
the revengeful, thou wicked ſervant, 
fhouldft thou not have had compaſſion oz 
thy fellow ſervant, as 1 bad pity on 
thee; and TI will remember that it 1s 
JESUS whodied for me, 7F- 
S4S for whoitn T would die, who 
intercedes for mine enemies, and 
will rejoyce that T have ſome of 
that kind of love to: repay to him, 
which he ſhewed: me when F was his 
enemy 3 ficxt ego vos, As I bave tlo- 
ved you, that ye alſo love one another, 
Ff luft inticeth me to afts of impuri- 
ty, I will call ro mind the corruprt1- 


on and diffotution of this viſe body 


'of ſin; IF will think on my laſt ac- 


connt, the day of judgment, and the 
dreadfa] flames of hell; and I will 
remember him, who for me was 
erncified and with whom my love 
hath crucified me; and that now 15 
the time to make it appear that I 
bye him, te juſtifie the ſinecrity of 
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The Love of FESU#sS. 
my proteſtations ; and fo., for co=- 
vetouſneſs, pride, intemperance, and 
all ſuch temptations, TI will reje& 
thetr attempts and profers, with jn- 
dignation, as a true friend would 
ſcorn the ſolicitations to betray his 
friend. What, ſhall- I be falſe to. 
him I love, to him that loveth me, 


who hath ſhed his bloud for me. and. - 


to whom I have often proteſted thar: 
T would die for him ? ſhall I break 
the ſacred bonds of love, and my 
moſt ſacred vows, and put my foul 
ito a ſtate of regret, unquierneſs, 
thame and forrow for this vilc tran- 
fitory profit or pleaſure ? O my dear- 
eſt ZES4S, thou knoweſt thatT 
love thee ; I beſeech thee, make that 
love vi&orious againſt rhine ene- 
mies and mine, | I would die rather 


_ than deny thee, for any intereſt in 


the world : and I hope thou wile nor 
deny me at the laſt day, but own me 
among thy faithful friends. Lord, I 


ſerve thee not for nothing ; great are 


the reaſons why I ſhould obey thee : 
thou haſt done much for me, and 
fom thee I ſtill expe& much, infinite 
rewards for ſuch due and poor ſer- 


© vices ; Lord, let me dic before I deli- 


berately fin againſt thee. 
| | Thus, 
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Thus, by love I reſolve to. con- 
quer my ſelf, to deny .and morttfe 
my luſts ;- by love, I-will ftrive to 
overcome all unlawful defires, all 
ſinful motions; .and then. I ſhall re- 
joyce in the: victory, Ir ſhall .nor 


make me peevtth and moroſe, churl 


Fob. 13.14 


1ſh and ſevere to others, but rather 
cheerful and contented, gentle and 
affable : ſo that it ſhall be ſeen by 
my outward deportment, how.much 
pleaſure and tranquillity my foul 
hath inwardly : that I: rejoyce in 
what I do for Chriſt ; that it is delict« 
ous to me to deny my ſelf for-his ſake, 
to oblige ſo great, ſo true, ſo gene- 
rous a friend as FES4S, who 
hath done all as of friendſhip.-for 


me, and owns me for his friend. 7. 


call you not ſervants but friends, ye are 
my friends indeed, if ye do whatſoever I 
have commanded you.Thoſe thatare ac- 
counted gallant men in the world will 
yenture their lives to ſecond a friend 
1n an 1dle and unchriftian quarel: and 
their wounds they bear with courage 


and count them honourable, *Twas to 


ferve a friend How much more ſhould 
Irejoyce in that violence I offer tomy 


appetites and unruly defires,: for to 
| pleaſe 


The Inve of FESHS.  1xo0y 

_ and. ſerve my heavenly, my 

elt, my-deareft friend, whom Ican 
never love ſo much as he deſerves : 
and 1n loving of whom, I am infi- 
nitely happier than if ſhould injoy 
all the pleaſures of fin, as long as I 
live 3 I only grieve and am diſpleas'd 
that I can do ſo little for him, that I 
can requite his love no better. I know 
that many perſons have done. far 
more for their leſs-deſerving friends, 
than I:dofor FES4#5S. 


<c It 1s reported. by S. 38. 
« Greek hiſtorians of two A ſengular example 
« loving ſiſters, Eudoxia - of humane love. 
<« and Irenea daughters to 
<« the laſt unhappy. Prince. Nzceph. Gregor, 
c&« of Morea, who with his. Chalcenayſ. 
<«1ife loſt his crown and 
£« countrey ; that an uncle ſaved them 
. «© from the general deſolation and 
captivity which foon ſucceeded the 
«loft batrel, and . carried them to 
<old Axdronicus their kinſman, 
« then Emperor- of * Conftantinople. 
« There, wath .-pity , they. found .a 
« kind welk-come and. as. great re- 
' £(ſpe&s as. they could wiſh. Their 
« beauty, their vertues and' accom- 
«« pliſhments ſurpaſt their princely 

« birth, 
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« birth, and were as eminent as their. 


« fortune was low : ſo that young 4x- 
« dronicus who was to ſucceed in 
« the Empire was, in procels of time 
<« taken with Eudoxia, lov'd her paſ- 
« fjonately, and obtain'd the Em- 
« perors conſent to marry her, - This 
<« caus'd great troubles to Irenea, who 
« hk'd 1t well as ſhe lovd her 
<« ſiſter, but could not but grieve at 
«jt, as ſhe lov'd the Prince (for 
<« unhappily ſhe had ſertFd her af- 


<« fe&ions on him. ) Upon this ſhe 


« fell fick, and almoſt to death : and, 
« jt being obſerv'd that ſome di- 
« temper mm her mind caus'd the di- 
« ſtemper of her body , her ſiſter, 
< proteſting of her love to her, aſſu- 


" «ring her that Exdoxia ſhould have 
«only the title and the trouble, bur 


« rrenea the priviledges and the power 
« of an Empreſs, conjur'd her to de- 
« elare what caus'd her difcontent. 
« Having underſtood what i was, 
« 2nd grieving that ſhe ſhould be 
< the occaſion of her ſiſters danger 
«< and ſorrow, ſhe preſently took 
«< from her head a jewel the Prince 
« had given her, in form like a 


« haif-moon 3 and with ic ſhe (0 


« wounded and disfigur'd her face, 
| « thac 
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© that ſhe cur'd the Prince of his 
< love, as ſhe defigned : and after- 
« wards rettr'd to Gall;opoli, where 
<« ſhe entred a Cloiſter, and devored 
<« the reſt of her life to God. The 
«Prince finding 1n Irenzs what he 
«© had loit in Eudoxia, ſoon after ett. 
« tertain'd the ſame paſſion for her, 
£< he had for her ſifter : but 7renea, 
« remembring her fiſters generoſity, 
<« forgot her affe&ion to the Prince z 
« conſidering what Eudoxza had vo- 
<« lumtarily ſuffer'd for her , how 
<« oreat, how tender a love ſhe had 
< expretit in what ſhe had done, re- 
<« folves to forfake Andronicus, to. 
<« forego her caſe and pleaſure, and 
« what fhe had ſo earneſtly defir'd, 
«rather than be nngrateful. Where- 
< upon ſhe ſteals away from the 
& court, goes to Gall;opolz, enters her 
&« ſiſters Cloiſter , and, having ex- 
« preſt to her her love and acknow- 
<« [edgments, ſhe takes the fame 
« yows, and reſolves to: hve and die 
«to God, and with her beloved 
« Hiſter. This ſtory makes me grieve 
and bluſh, that ſo little gratitude 
ſhould be paid to FES4S for 
greater benefits, for that 1ncompa- 


cable love he hath ſhewed men 1n dy- 
| wg 
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ing for them ; that I my ſelf ſhould 
ſo 111 requite-his much greater kind- 
neſs, ſo poorly and 1imperfeiy re- 
turn-his moſt wonderful love. What, 
ſhall I think it much to refrain my 
intemperance for his ſake, who, for 
mine, faſted long and often, and ta- 
ſted vinegar and gall ? ſhall I think 
3r much to mortifie my pride and 
anger for him, who, for my ſake de- 
ſpiſed the ſhame of the- croſs, and 
return'd nothing but meekneſs to the 
greateſt provocations ? ſhall I think 
1t: much to refrain my worldly, co- 
vetous defires for him, who, for 
me, became poor, naked, deſtitute 
of all things, though he were Lord 
of all ? ſhall-T think it- much, to de- 
ny: my ſelf ſome momentary ſenſuat 
pleaſures, for him who carried my 
ſorrows, who ſhed his blood and 
was crucified to ſave me? No, my 
deareſt FES4S, thy love hath 
overcome me, I will be no more 
what I have been, henceforth it ſhall 
be my wealth, my delight, my glo- 

-and. ambition to ſerve and obey 
T _ to be..loving, to be fajthful-to 

TREE, =O 


This 


” a—_ a als a. Ek. as. Mc WOES (es 


men acd.,. 
Co 


(9D CERIEZ EIS WOW Al Dh Lu RS fy 


—— WOAewoaremmpomo meow omg On. 
T = 


Ne re Ct n WOO oe OEEEOTES 


——_———— 


The Lout of FESHS, 113 


This change and Reformation 1s $. 39, 
what our Religion requires 3. The The deſign 
Scripture ſuppoſeth it-in all that have of Relzgion 
imbrac'd Chriſtianity, and-1s earneſt 2s ts make 
and preſſing in 1ts exhortations to It. #5 better, 
we beſeech you Brethrex, and exbort you 
by the Lord JESUS, that as ye have 1 Theſ. 4.1. 
received of us, how ye ought to walk 
and to pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound 2, 
more and more : for ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord 
FESUS, for this is the will of God, 
even your ſanitification : Again, but Eph.4. 20, 
ye have not ſo learned Chriſt ( as to 
follow the greedineſs and Juſts of the 21,gc, 
Gentiles ) If ſo be that ye have heard 
of him, and have been taught by him, 
es the trath s#in 7 ESUS, that ye put 
off, concerning the farmer converſation, 
tha old man, which ts corrupt accorde 

#ng to the deceitful luſts; and be re- 
newtd in the ſpirit of your mind; and 
that ye put on the new man, which, af- 
ter God, ws created in righteouſneſs and 


| - true holineſs: And 1n another place, 


this change, being ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, 15 abſolurely ſuppos'd to be 
wrought in us. If ye arg riſen with 
Chriſt , ſee thoſe things which are 
aboue mn fr you are dead, and 
Jour 
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your life is hid with Chriſt in God, — 

Coloſs. 3.1- Mortifie therefore your members which 
are upon.the earth, fornication, uncleas- 

2, &C. neſs, inordinate affettion, evil concu- 
piſcence, and covetouſnefs which is ido- 

tatry in the which ye walked 
ſometime when ye lived in them, but 

now, you alſo put off theſe, anger, wrath, 
malzce, blaſphemy, evil communication 

out of your month ;, lie not one to ano- 

ther, ſeeing that you have put off the 

old man with his deeds, and have put 

' #n the new man, which « renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of him that 

ereated him. Here 15 nothing to coun- 
tenance thoſe frightful fanarical 


ceed from Enthuſiaſm or melan- 

choly ; nothing to countenance the 
fanſieful applications of a borrowed 

or rather ſnatcht-away righteouſ- 

neſs : but a real change, in our af- 
fe&ions and our manners, 1s ſup- 

pos'd and recommended; And in- 
Tit. 2. T1. deed, that grace of God which bring- 
#th-ſalvation, teacherh none of rheſe 

odd and new-deviſed dodrines, but 

12s that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
lufts, we ſhould los in this preſent 

world ſoverly, righteouſly, and godly; 

which 15 the ſum of our duty : that 

| we 


pangs of the New-birth, which pro- - 
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dies and minds, juſt and charitable 


: In our intercourſe with other men, 
; and p1ous 1n our minds, devout mm 


as of Religion and worſhip to God. 
The learning and pra&ifing this le(- 
ſon isthat and thar alone, whereby the 


| offered ſalvation 1s obtained and laid 
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| hold on, 


So now, I muſt remember that I $. 40. 
am not mine own, I am his that A proteſia- 
made and redeemed me ; I am his to 770n of be= | 
whom I have given my ſelf, when I ng faith- 


| undertook manfully to fight under ful unto 


bis banner againſt fm, the world and the deaths 
Devil : to me 1s addreft that exhor- 

tarion, Thou, O man of Goa, flee theſe 

things { firifes, diſputes and cove- 

touſneſs, before mentioned ) and 

follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs,faith, 1 Tim.6.1Þ 
love, patience, meekneſs, fight the good 

fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 12. 
I am become a Souldier of FESHS 3 

to me S.Paul ſpeaks, as well as to _ 
Timothy, Thou therefore indure hardneſs 2 1: 2.3s 
as a good Souldier of JESUS Chriſt, no 

man that warreth intangles himſelf with 4» 
the affairs of this life, that he may 


| pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be 4 
Souldier, If I were in the Militia of 
| any 


The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 
any other Prince, I might indure 
hardneſs enough, before I could ob- 
tain his favour, or indeed be taken 
notice of ;. heat and coid, hunger, * 
thirſt and wearineſs, ſleepleſs nights + 
and perpetual dangers all this, and | 
much more I might indure many 
years, and not be look'd upon; here | 
my General prevented me with his | 
kindneſs ; he firſt fought againit mine | -- 
enemies; he firſt loved me, and in- : - 
dured hardſhip for me; and he {/ 
notes every thing I ſuffer for him, { 
ſets it down and afligns a reward to it. þ © 
Under another commander I might 7? 
do. brave a&tions, behave my ſelf | 
valiamtly, and yet not be ſeen : here | 
my General hath always his eyes upon 
me, he incourageth me; and re- ? 
joyceth to ſee my fortitude; he js al- 
ways ready to help me, and 15 moſt 
delighted, when he ſees me zealous * 
and diligent, I might fight long | 
enough for. an earthly King, IT could 


only get a poor ſubſiſtence or an * 

empty fame , but never ſo much as {; 

one province of his dominions : here, } 

fighting for my heavenly King, I ſhall : 

get unvaluable treaſures, immortal | 

glory, and a kingdom which ſhall * 
Rev43-21s. have no. end, To hin that overcometh 3 
will 


|; 
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wih I grant to fit with me in my throne. 
I will therefore, never again, fight 
againſt the captain of my falvation, 
and I will never forſake him ; I will 
often renew -my vows, often ſwear 
allegiance to him, upon that ſacred 
blood which he ſhed for me, and 
which he gives me to comfort and 


ſtrengthen my heart; I will daily 
-think on thoſe things that may in- 


creaſe my zeal and diligence., and 
help me to reſiſt temptations; and 


'T will ſuffer any thing, uſe all means 


Poſſible ro perform theſe reſolutions, 
and _— my ſelf, unto death, a 
O 


not the Lord FESUS, let bin be 
Anathema Maranatha. 


FESUS, if any man loves 1 


Cor.162 
22s 
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Have now gone through 

balf of my tatk, the 

negative part of our Ba- 

ptiſmal vow, and of our 

duty, and would to God, Reader, 
I had inkindled of the Divine 
fire of love in thy heart and mine, 
but enough to ſecure us from works 
of darkneſs, enough to quench and 
to conſume our luſts: T would 
wot doubt but it would ſoon burn 
light, inflame our hearts with a 
pious zeal, and make us ſo frutt- 
ful in good works, that men, ſee- 
zng them, would glorifie our fa- 
ther which # in heaven. T may, 
"Yo with 
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with a juſt canſe complain of my 
ſelf concerning this Trafate of 


Eraſ-Epiſt. mine, as one did of Eraſmus 
ad Voluſs abcnt bis Enchiridion, that there 


is mcre piety in the book than 
in the Author 3 and withal I may 
complain of tbe book alſo, that it is 
many ways dcfefive, that us, it 
JSuppoſeth many thinrs previous to 
the uſe of it, Chriſtian inſtruf@i- 
0n, a pious mind , pious books, 
pious meditations, all helps and 
inflruments of Religion and Holy 
Living : and even in what it 
bandles it falls far ſhort, of what 
the ſubjeft would bear. The cau- 
tion therefore I would give is 
this, that no perſon would think 
that no. other appetites are to be 
reſtrain'd, no other fins forſaken 
"than thoſe T mention : or that uo 
other means to maſter our luſts 
and ſecure our duty, are to be 
#1d, thaz thoſe T ſpecified : or 
that no other afis and oper. 
| 0 
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—of Iyve are ta be given , than thoſe 
I have preſcrib'd. No, my d:ſign 
75 n0t to ran over particulars, and 
indeed "tis next to impoſſible, for 
love hath a general intendance 
over all affions. That little T 
have ſaid concerning Self- Refor- 
mations , abſtaining from that 
which is evil, will be ſufficient 
where love is, and where it #s 
Hot, more would do uo good : and 
that little 1 fhall ſay concerning 
the poſitive part of our duty, do= 
ing that which is good, will ſuf 


. . fice alſo that Chriſtian who knows 


what it is to love God, \ The 
truth is, my dcfign is only to 
dire or beget love, to ſhew its 
great power, and the great ad- 
 vantages it brings. Conld T hut 
teach thee, often to repeat from 
thy heart ( as ſome Ancient 
Chriſtians, at the Celebration of 
\ the Lords Supper ) I love thee 
dear Jeſus, I love thee dear 

G 2 Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, I ſhuuld think to have pro- 
fited thee more» than if I had 
urnf.ldcd myſteries, and difplay 4 
much learning in the faireſt, and 
moſt exatt methad;, For, I am 
fare, that love would ſoon teach 
thee to know and to do that which 

pleaſeth God, to know and to per 

form the whole of thy 


Przcipuam Chri- 
ſtiana pietatis por- 
tionem docuit, quiſ- 
quis ad hujusInflam- 
mavit amorem, 


duty : He hath caught 
the "bf part of | els 
gion, and to the beſt 
purpole, who hath 


taught others to love 
wt. *Tis certain that, if we give 
ozr love to God, we ſhall after- 
wards refuſe bim nothing z where 
a man gives bis heart, he will 
not refuſe bis hands or bis knees 3 
where be gives bis ſoul, he will 
ot deny his bread, or his goods : 
God ſhall have all that be re- 
quires , and all we can offer t0 
him, if be hath. our love and of- 
(ections No quolificetios | but love 
will 
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will make us true Chri- 
fttzns no other vertue She 
bur may cſi with econ fddltt 
ſome ſin, love alone 8 cgntrariatur, omni 
contrary ta all, #0 o- temptationi refiftit.. 
thzy grace can reſiſt all Idiots 
temptations , love alone 
bath that unlimited power 3 no 
other grace will enable us to dif< 
charge all our obligations, love 
sloxe is the fulhlling: of the 
law; all gifts and vertues, with- 
our love, can not fit a man for 
beaven , nor make bim dear 18 
God : but leve can ds it of it ſelf; 
they that be faithful in love, Wifd.3.9. 
ſhall abide with: him. As there 
are Dragons that are brigbt and 
glittering, and have precious ſtones 
in their heads ; as there are 
Comets that have the light and 
the elevation of ſtars : ſo there 
are victous perſons, falſe Chriſti- 
ans that are indow'd with exeel- 
tent parts, and are eminent in 


Alia: virtus cunt 


G 3 


ſome 
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ſome vertues \ but it profiteth #6- 
#bing witbout- love , If I ſpeak 
the tongues of Men and An- 
x Cor.13. pelsz. ( ſaitb S.Paul ) If I have 
1, Kc. the gift of prophefie and under- 
tiand all myficriess if 0 have {| 
all faith, ſo that I. remove 
mountains 3. if I givemy goods 
to the poor and even my body 
to be burn'd, and have not cha- 
rity, 1 am nothing, and it pro- 
fits me nothing, Of all «ther {+ 
2 Cor.8.1. pf, and abilities it may be ſaid, ® 
as of knowledge, that they all 
puff up, but charity aloe edifi- 
&th; among thoſe creatures which | 
fland and worſhip before God, | 
there is not only a Man and an | 
Eagle, which may vepreſent per= 
fons of great learning » fitted fry 
bigh ſpeculations, but alſo a Lion 
and an Ox,. whereby Chriſtians of 
meaner parts and knowledge are |\ 
frenified : for theſe are capable of | 
love as. much as the others, _ 
ove 
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love alone qualifies men to dwell 
with that God,who i# love it ſelf.as | 
$S. John calls hinzGod is love,and 1Joh.4.16 
he that dwelleth in Love, dwel- 
leth in God,and God in him.God 
loves men. that they may love him a- 
EE rain:(ſaith S.Aug.) 
© be ouly requires that 
© we would love him, 
* bzowing that that love 
* 28, of 34 felf, ſuffic-ent to make us 
«* eternally happy T have there- 
fore all along fitted my diſcaurſe 
and meditations to every mans ca- 
pacity and opportunities, ' as much- 
as I could: becauſe all may bove, 
aud all muft love that will be bap- 
py» And thaagh Tmay have re- 
commended ſome things as means 
and inſtruments : yet T have pre- 
ſeribed nothing as a duty , but the 
great obligations which were laid 
upon us, when we were baptized 
into Chriſt. * My Monaliery, as 
to the place, is the Church, as to 
G 4 the 


A mat Deus ut ame- 
tur, mil aliud vult 
quam amar1, &c. | 
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the rule is the love of Feſus: and 


the Orders of it are ſuch as ſhould 
be obſerved by all Chriftians. I 
might indeed bave mention d ma- 
ny uſeful direftions, given by 
Aucient Fathers and Spiritual 
Chades, to ſuch as made profeſſion 
of greater piety and ſtricter lives 
than others: but they could not 
have ſued with all conditions and 
callings : therefore T have appoint 
ed noother rule to thoſe that ſhall 
enter this Cloiſter, but the love of 
Feſus , in a fineere obedience to 
by holy precepts, or a voluntary 
compliance with bis Divine Coun- 
fels. | 

Not that I would deny that 
places for Religious Retirement 


might afford many great advan- 
tapes, in order to greater devotion 


and heavenly mindedneſs :. for I 
bewail their loſs, and heartily 
wiſh that the piety and charity 
of the preſent age might reſtore to 
"IJ this 


> 
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this nation the uſeful conveniency” 
of them. Neceſſary Reformations 
might have repurg'd Monaſteries 
as well az. 1be Chyrch; without abo- 
liſhing of them : and they might 
bave been ſtill bauſes of Religion: 


without having any de- 


pendance npow Rome. 
All men are. not incli- 
ning to, nor fitted” for 
an adiive life ſome 
would' be glad" to find 
4 place of reft. and re- 
tirement for contempla- 
tion: ſome who, by me-. 
lancholy or by the ter- 


Mulci ſunt:qui poſs 
ſunt Religioſam vi. 
tam etiam cum ſx- 
culari habitu duce- 
re, & pkrique ſunt 


'qut nift omnia reli- 


quertnt, ſalvari apud: 
Deum .nullatenus 
poſſunt. Greg. M., Ep. 
ad Maur, imp. | 


rors' off the Lord, are frighted: 
from. their ſins and-from the civi-- 
liz'd world into ©u3keriſm, into 
an unhappy ſullenneſs and ' Apa 
Raſfie, would perbaps exchange 
their. filks and laces fur the coar- 
ſer garments of moriified profeſ- 
fors of a Monaſtick life : and find, 
amung them; thas bappixeſt and' 

= G. 5; peace. 
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peace of the ſoul, which they vain- 
ly ſeek for, in their wretched and 
deluded Brotherhood ; ſome who, 
pon great affiiftions and ſudden 
changes of fortune , fall into a 
fate of ſorrow and tedions ſad- 
eſ7, and are left in the world to 
ſtruggle with the temptations of a 
diſcontented mind , would per- 
baps take Sanduary in a Religt- 
ous houſe 3 and give themſclves 
up wholly to Teſts > and forget 
their temporal ſorrow, by hea- 
venly joys and meditations : and 
82 laſt bleſs that ftorm and fhip- 

wrack which caft them into that 


ankrown land of reſt and ſafety 5. 


ſome, that are forward and ready 
to promiſe well and take good re- 
folmiions, have not fireagto enough 
30 keep them, but are prevail'd 
#pox, by the importunity of thoſe 
zemptations they meet withal #1 
the converſe of men, who, being 


fied from thoſe occaſions Jy. Bin 


> 
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might.by the good example & good 
nſtrucions of a Religions Society, 
fecure themſelves, and ſtand ta 
their boly ingagements 3 ſome who 
wever low'd the world, or that are 
grown weary of it, or have paſ- 


| fionate longiugs for heaven, . would 


willingly free themſelves of the 
cambrances aud diſtraciinns of 
worldly bafineſs, to injoy the lei> 


. ſure aud opportunities. of medita- 


tion, devotion, and other ſpiritual 
exerciſes, and ſame that are much: 
taken with the ſlriG lives and 
£700! piety of Papiſt- Friers, would 
lack, boame and ſpend their com- 
mendatiions on-tbe purer Religion, 
end. better-order'd lives and des 
wotzons Of thoſe, in this Church, 
that ſhowld wholly devote them- 
ſelves to God; However *tis not 
to be denied, but that men are 
much aff Std ' aud influenc'd by 
the place, the company, the way of 
living, and the cutward circum- 
ftanecs 
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; ftances wherein they are ingag'd*: 
| and, IT believe, it might be now 
' as true a proverb as ever, Bene 
; vixit qui bene latuit, belzves beſt 
: and moſt ſafe,who is leaſt acquaint 
' ed with tbe world and lives fantbeſt 

| from it. 
| Butt tbough we want ſome conve- 
' niexces. for withdrawing front 
temporal aff airs, to.mind eternity 
and our ſouls the better: yet-we 
muſt go to heaven 5. wherever we 
_” bo live, we muſt live to 
pore imgerins. = Ono tht wemey Hoe 
Norb. 45. prenonf, 91th God, therefore, if 
L : we cannot have a matce 
razl, we muſt bave a Spiritnal 
cloifter, which may defend us a» 
gainſt temptations, and guide and 
affift us in deing onr duty. Such a 
one is the love of Jeſus; ir will 
prote} ns againſt all daugers and 
ſpiritual enemies, betftr than the 


| Prongeſt walls of any Abbey: 


4nd it will make us devout and 
FOG zealous 


—_— 
-” 


| The PREFACE, | 
| zealous in God's ſervice, beyoud 
what the exbortations of the wi- 
1 Fiſt. Abbot could do. ©* Dum cre- Greg,Mag. 
| <Kit fortitado amoris interni, m, 
«< infirmatur fortitudo carnis, 
&* whilſt love # ftroug the fleſh is 
© mortified, and its Iufts are ſub" 
« 4#'4. Amanti nihil eft dif. Avguſt- 
* ficile, nihil impoſlibile , lave 
* can do all things of its ſelf, it 
© paſſeth aver all difficulties, and 
< there i no obftacle which i over- 
& comes y10tÞ Love. can ſupply 
tbe want of all ontward: belps and- 
advantages 5. let: it bat be our 
| care, to ſceure love and it will ſe- 
© cure ure. Let us. therefore feed and. 
entertain it by reading and medi- 
zation, by frequent pray” cpm veteran te 
ers and a{ts.of love, and ganja quz in cis-- 
by obſerving and tafling ſunt non ceſſant mi« 
; how gracious the Lordis = nw ut _— 
in all bis works all | 
* * things in Ns. and 
| earth do inceſſantly cry to us, 
l | that 


—_ 
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that we ſhould love God. God 
Hoſe 4.11. draws ws after him, with cords 
of a man, with bands of love, 
therefore, by love, we can beſt fol- 
3 70þ.3.18 Jow kim. But, let us not love in 
| word or in tongue, but indeed 
and in truth : and hereby we 
- ſhall know that we are of the 
truth, and we ſhall aſſure our 

hearts before hit, 


k. 
- 
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Clanſirum Anims : 
THE 


Reformed Monaſtery ; 


OR, 
The Love of 


T]ESUS. 


SRHJED Y former difobedience 
NA and rebellions againſt 
Sl && my. Bleſſed Land and 
& deareſt Maſter, I have 
Say cxamin'd and bewail- 

" cd; I have confider'd 
hatdy's fin I wound and crucifie him 


afreſh, and therefore have refoly'd 


to ſin no-more, never to. lift up hand 
or heart againſt him. But will love 
be ſatisfied with this? is ita ſufficient 
demonſtration of loye, not to abuſe, 


S.F. 
Of the po= 
fithve part 
of our Bap= 
tiſmal vows 
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Hot to- injure a-friends. No ſure.,. T. 


muſt proceed farther ; love requires 
more than this. I muſt not only ab- 
ſtain from what would anger him I 


love :. bur I ſhould do that that will 


pleaſe him. . *Tis part of my duty, 
as it was of my vow, not only to re- 
nounce the Devil and all his works 2 
bur alſo te bel3eve all the articles of the 
Chriſtian faith, and to keep Gods holy 
Fill and Commandments, and walk in 
tbe ſame all the days of ny life. As for 
the Articles of the Chriltian Faith, I 
believe them from my heart, and 
reſolve to own and confeſs them 
whilſt T live; Inever will diſpute or 
obje& againſt them, and T hope, I 
ſhould chuſe to die, before I would 
renounce any of* them; as for other 
leſs neceflary dofrines, I will be 


1ded by my Spiritual Governors 3; 
m-controverſies, I will ſubmit to the 
jJudgment-of that Holy Church, in 


' whoſe Communion I live; and fo I 


will read: and ponder Gods Holy. 
Word,cfpectally the New Teſtament, 


that I may know my maſters will, 


and be incourag'd to do it : not that 
I: may find our new myſteries. and 


maintain the private opinions of a 
Party. Ic remains then only, that T 


ſhould: 


wn, ted God Y bath, << © >» my 


d+3; 
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ſhould þ2ep- Gods holy will and Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all.the 
days of my life. And' this I alfo under- 
take; it ſhall be my daily and'conſtant 
ſtudy and indeavour; T reſolve to 
obey to the utmoſt of my power : and 
T alſo promiſe further to manifeſt my 
love by free-will-offerings, as God 
ſhall enable me, | 


But firſt my love 1s to appear by $.2, 
doing what 1s. commanded z. This zs A proteſta- 
the love of Gol thet we heep his com- ton of obe- 
mandments ( atth S. Fobn z and be dience. 
that hath my commanaments and beepeth 1 Joh.$.3, 
them, be it is that loveth me, ( ſaith Joh. 14-21. 
our Blefſed Saviour.) There can be 
no love without obedience, this is 
Irs. firſt and chicfeſt Tryal; if « max 23s 
love me, he will beep. my words. Now 
then, ſhould ng 4 beloved. Lord ask 
me, 2s once he did. Saint Peter , : 
N. doft thou. love me ? would. net Job.21.1ge. 
my heart anſwer, with his zealous | 
Apoltle, Yes Lord, thou knoweft all 13+37e 
things, thou. knoweſt that I love thee 1 
=— I would l:y down my life for 
thee : why, to this he replies again, 
zf thou loveſt me, keep my Command- 4x5; 
ments, Every time a_ Chriſtian tells 
Jeſus, Lord 1 love thee, Jeſus anſwers 
agan,. 
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again, if thou loveſt me, beep my Com- 
mandments: So that, withont I ob- 
ſerve this, I can no ways pretend to 
love him. Therefore IT am to take 
notice of, and to amend fins of omiſ- 
fion, which too too many among 
Chriſtians mind little, or not at ?ll. 
In the matter of ſobriety Tam com- 
manded, whether I eat or drink, to 
do it, as all thingselfe,to theglory of 
God; and to be contented, what- 
| ſoever ſtate T am in; for chaſtity T 
am commanded to know how to keep 
my veſiel in ſan&1fication and honor 3 
for a&s of corporal and ſpiritual 
mercy, I am commanded to be mer- 
_ciful, as my heavenly father 1s merci- 
ful, and to. forgive 1njuries, as I de- 
fire my ſelf to be forgiven; for re- 


verence to my betters, I am com- 


manded to honour and obey my ſu- 
periors Eccleſiaſtical and Ciy1l; in 
what concerns Divine Worſhip, I am 
bound to read and pray, and medt- 
ditate, to inſtru my ſelf and famt- 
ly, to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
to have a veneration and reſpe& for 
all things that belong or relate to 
God, and him to love and fear, and 
truft and adore evermore : All theſe, 
and all other duties, with. the ſpecial 
pre- 
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1 precepts of the New Teſtament, 1s 
} the task I chearfully undertake, and 
7? in the performance whereof 1 will 
; approve my ſelf a fincere loyer of 


i Hm yoke eaſes and his burthen light, * $. 2. 

3 bis Commandments are not grievous, and How great 
7 yet zn keeping of them there is great re- a happineſs 
ward : a temporal happineſs, than folluws our 
which none 1s greater in this world, obedience. 


and an eternal happineſs, infinitel 
greater than any this world can at- 
ford : do not T ſee what pains moſt 
men are at to get a ſubſiſtence for 
this world ? how they run and ſwear 
and ſpend themſelyes to provide for 
this periſhing life ;_ which yet is mt- 
ſerable, ſhort, and uncertain? and 
ſhall 7 not labour for the meat which 
abideth to eternal life ? ſhall T be at 
no pains to- ſecure that life which 
hath no end, and knows no miſery? 
O that I could duly underſtand the 
difference betwixt this life and the 
life to come ! how would I ſlight the 
one, and defire the other ! or ra- 
ther how cheerfully would I 1mploy 
thts preſent, to obtain that which is 
to come ! Is not there ſervants that 
work hard day by day, a whole year 
© tQ=- 
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together for ſmall wages; who are 
almoſt perpetvally 1mploy'd about 
their maſters buſineſs: and yer have 
ſometimes no thanks, and often, but 
2 ſorry reward ? and am not Tone of 
thoſe labourers whom my Lord hath 
hired to work in his vineyard? am 
not I one of thoſe ſervants, whom 
he hath intruſted' with his goods, to 
whom he hath intruſted talents to 
improve for him, and do not 1 de- 
fire he ſhould tell me one day, well 
done, good and faithful ſeruant ? 1s not 


my falary great, greater than any 


Prince on earth could make it; 
greater than IT could wiſh, greater 
than T can comprehend ? eternal 
reſt, eternal joys, eternal happinefs, 
eternal plories z eternity it ſelf, he 
himſelf will be my reward. Eterni- 
ty ! Eternity ! Eternity ! Bleſſed 
Eternity. Eternity never-enough te 


be confider'd, Eternity never _ | 


enough to be valu'd, ſhall I obs 
tainthee by what I do here for 
my Lord ? ſhall I obtain thee by 
that 1mperfe&t ſervice I pay to 
my gracious Maſter ? © God who 


$ixth Sun-.baſt prepared for them that love thee, 


day after 
Finity. » derſtanding, pour ints our hearts ſuch 


ſuch good things as paſs manse ute 


love 
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The Love of FESAS. 
love towards thee, that we loving thee 
above all things, may obtain thy pro- 
miſes which exceed all that we can de- 
fire, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
Amen. Lord I am not worthy to be 
called thy Son; I have often beg'd 


to be one of thy hired ſervants , the 


meaneſt o.I love and obey beſt. © 
ler me, like thy ſervant Moſes, ever 
have a reſpect to the recompence of the 
reward, ever conf:der what { ſhall get 
by ſerving thee, that T may be di- 
ligent, perſevering and cheerful in 
doing my duty. O my ſoul, bluſh to 
confider how laborions men are for 
the unſarisfying acqueſts of this earthz 
how eager thou haſt been thy ſelf in 
purſuing of them 3 and how flothful, 
how una&ive and heavy thou art in 
working for eternal reſt, for the 
treaſures of eternity, for the glories 
of heaven, for thoſe Divine Plea- 
ſures which are at the right hand of 
God for evermore. Whence comes 
this, unhappy ſoul, 1s it not from in- 
conſideration ? becauſe thou doſt not 
lift up thine eyes to ſee whither the 
way of love and obedience will bring 
thee; becauſe thou doſt not look be- 
yond the world, upon things eter- 
nal ; becauſe thou doſt noc often 

cnough 
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enough medrtate upon heaven and 2 
eternity 3 that unvaluable , infinite ? 
recompence which awaits thee, as 
ſoon as thy work 1s finiſh'd. Reſolve 
therefore to amend this, and daily, 
once at leaſt,to conſider what are thy 
wages , what thou ſhalt get by ſer- # 
ving God, As the Apoſile ſays of 
affiitions , that they are light and 
but for a moment, whilſt we look not at 
the things whith are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen: the ſame 
we may lay of the moſt difficult of 
Chriſtan duties, that they are light 
and but for a moment, that they are 
eaſjie and ſoon done ; that there is 
no tediouſneſs, no hardſhip in them, 


whilſt we look upon things eternal, 
whilſt we have « r:ſþett unto the recom- 
penſe of the reward. 


This conſideration doubtleſs, wonld 
be powerful and effefual, would 
wake and ſtir us up, and make us 
a&ive and lively, if we had 1t often 
in our minds, Therefore our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, to incourage his follow- 
ers and make them diligent 1n his 
ſervice, doth often give them to un- 
derftand, what by parables and whar 


by plain declarations,that they ſhould 
not 


te 


Þ] 


"* 
S: 
- 
S 


| cup of water given for his ſake ſhould 
Z not go unrewarded ; and that their 
2 reward ſhould be great, bountiful and 
$ moſt excellent, far above their de- 
* ſerts and eyen above their wiſhes and 
| apprehenfions : an angelick nature, 


F 


The Love of F ESUS. 


7not ſerve him for nought, and that 
z7 rhey thould be no loſers by him ; that 
2 he would conſider them for their time, 
7 for their expences, for their ſufferings 


and for their labours;. that he would 
take norice of the leaſt thing they 
ſhould do for him; ſo that even a 


a glory bright as the Sun 1t ſelf , an 
eternal life, a heavenly, an endleſs 
kingdom , his own- joys ſhould be 
their portion and their recompence. 
And we find alſo the Holy Apoltles, 
aſluring thoſe whom they brought to 
work 1n their Lords vineyard, that 
they ſhould certainly have their hire, 
and be = moſt generouſly for 
their work, God will render to every 


man according to his deeds, to them Romt. 2.6» 


who by patient continuance in well do- 
#ng, ſeek far glory, honour, and immorta= 
lity ſhall be rendred zternal life. 


Every man ſhall receive his own Yt- 1 Cor.3«v 


ward according to his own labour. And 


2 -S.Payl, to incourage the Coriythi- 
% ars, tells them that we Chriſtans are 
x. en- 
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.entred into a race, at the end where- 7 
LCor.9.24. of we may ſee the Laurel, palyam in + 
ftadio poſita'y, a glorious prize, an in- * 
corruptible crown, if we will run _- 
and ſtrive for it ; and he likewiſe - 
Eph.6.8, tells the Ephefeans, that whatſoever y 
good thing any man doth, the ſame ſball ” 
he receive of the Loxd, whether be be 
bond or free. S.Peter alſo teacheth © 
that we ſhould be mov'd and in- © 
courag'd, by the greatneſs of the 
romiſed reward, to forſake our * 
uſts, and wholly devore our ſelves to : 
2 Pet.1.-4+ God ; exceeding great and glorivus pro- 2 
miſes are given unto us, that by theſe 186 © 
might be partakers of the Divine Nas 
ture, having eſcaped tha pollution that is 
Heb.5.9« in the world through luſt. Chrift is 
become the author of eternal ſalvation to 
then that obey him, ( not to thoſe who 
hope and roll, and take hold : ) and 
fo the reſult of all theſe may be com- |. 
prehended in the exhortation of ** 
1 £0r. 15. S. Paul: My Beloved Brethren, be ye 
s8, ftedfaft,unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Loyd, for as much as ye © 
þnow that your labour *« not in vain inf 
the Lord. Jn this ſenſe good works 
are meritorious, in that they procure : 
us a reward,a reward infinitely great. * 
cr than ther own deſert. "2 
Bur -// 


re- k 
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But, Though it may incourage ns 


to love that gracious God who gives Love 2s n9- 
ſo very much for that little we are ble au 
able to do, yet love its ſelf is not generous. 
Mercenary ; charity doth not ſeek her 1 C6r.13.5 


own ( faith $.Paul,.) we may deſire 


our promiſed reward and ſet our af- 


fe&ions upon it, as it 15 a demonſtra- 
tion of Gods infinite love and good- 
neſs: or becauſe 1t will be the expreſ- 
ſing of our duty and thankfulneſs, 
when we ſhall love and glorihe and 
adore God perfealy and for ever : or 
rather becauſe the reward is God 
himſelf, who will be to every faithful 


ſervant, his exceeding great reward, Gen.1 54s 


as well as to faithful Abraham : re- 
warding fincere obedience with the 
fruition of himſelf, being all in all to 


his Saints. Bur ſtill I ſay, love 1s not 


ſelfiſh, but free and generous, if no- 


: thing were to be gain'd by it, it 
., would have fatisfa&jon enough in 


ſhewing its ſelf: *tis an unſpeakable 


pleaſure to a devout lover to a& and 


abour for ZE $4S, when he thus 
thinks with himſelf; by : the per- 
formance of this duty, by this att of 


vertue, by this good work, I ſerve 


my deazeſt Lord, I oblige my beſt 
H friend, 
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friend; I expreſs my love to htm 
whoſe infinite kindneſs to me hath 
conquer'd my heart, whom TI love as 
my own ſoul, and for whom I would 
willingly die. O happy ſoul, who feel. 
eſt what an exceeding joy it 15 to love 
FESUS! or rather unhappy ſoul, 
who canſt ſhew ſo little love to 


FESUS! Unhappy neceſſities of a 


frail body, unhappy diſtra&ions of a 


troubleſome world ! Why am I, by 


you depriv'd of the continual plea- 
ſure of waiting continually on my Di- 
vine and wok loving Maſter ? But 
bleſſed be my gracious Lord, that I 


might have more opportunities of ' 


pleaſing him, and expreſſing my af- 
fe&ions to him, he hath made ver- 
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tues of neceſſities, he hath turn'd ;. 


nature into grace , and of humane 
duties he hath made as of Religi- 


on in relieving mine own and others | 
wants. If I obſerve the rules of fo- 


briety and charity, he takes thence 


occaſion to bleſs and reward me, as ; 
If he were thereby glorified, in dif. + 


charging the duties of my place and 


. calling, If I am diligent and faith- | 
ful; though my work be never fo : 
mean, he owns it as a fervice dene ” 


ro him. Servants (faith S. Pail ) ; 
obey || 
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do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, knowing that of the Lord ye 
ſhall receive the reward of the inhe- 
ritance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
If 1 am conſcjencious in all my 
ways and works, he takes It as a 
mark of my love and part of my 
duty to him. O that the conſtant 
courſe of my converſation mighe 
fpeak the ſincerity of my affe&ion to 
my Bleſſed Lord. Deareſt FES#S, 
the Croſs thou didſt bear for me was 
heayy and painful to extremity : but 
thy yoke 1s light and pleaſant, thy 
ſervice 1s perfe& freedom, O let 1t 
be my delight and daily imployment 
as It 1s my duty, to ſerve and obey 
thee, to follow thy bleſſed example 
and be inſtrumental 1n winning 
hearts to thee : let me love thee 
ſo intirely that. T may love nothing 
but thee, nothing but for thy fake 3 


T3 
obey your maſters in all things, and C0l.3022, 


27, 


Fac precor Domine, me guſtare Pp B, Anſel» 
1,4 


amorem-quod gufto per cognitionem, ſe 
tiam per affettum, quod ſentio per intel= 
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$.6. © Love regards not ſo much what is 
wrhelong commanded, as who it 1s that com- 
to Feſus mands 1t; if 1t be the Beloved re- 
and are not quires any thing, love doth it cheer. 
-oxr own. fully without relugancy ; another 
with earneſt begging ſhould not have 
that granted, which the leaſt word 
of a friend ſhall obtain, The com- 
mands of Chriſtianity are cafie and 
moſt rational,-in keeping of them 
confiſteth our -preſent and future 
happineſs : Yet the true lover of 
ZESU4S looks farther, he confi- 
ders that it is his God and Saviour 
who would have -. him obey, :he to 
whom he belongs, to whom he ows 
himſelf and infinitely more : for 
every Chriſtian ows FES4'S to 
FESU#S, who 'gave himſelf for 
him. The old faying was emendys cut 
zmperes, buy your ſlaves; buy thoſe 
that will- be commanded by you 3 
none of -us can ſay ſo to the' God 
whom we ſerve. for: he hath indeed 
bought us; Ne are not your own ( faith 
S.Paul ) ye are bought .with a,price, 
thence it is ſtrongly infer'd, there- 
fore glorifie God, in your body and 
in your ſpirit which are Gods, *We 
. are not at our own diſpeſe, our Di- 
vine 


A 
N 
Ef 
BY 
"__ 
5 2Þ 


Ee Sena ad 


The Love of FESUS. 


vine Maſter hath a moſt jaſt pro-- 
priety in us; we are wholly his: and 
would to God,- we were his as much 
by affe&tion and refignarion, as by ' 
right; the price he hath paid for us, . 
1s noleſs than himſelf; he hath given 
his life that ours might be his 3; zy2 


> were. redeem'd from our vain conver(a- 


tion by the preczous blood of Chriſt, who 
died for us, that we might live -to 
him, he could get: nothing by that 
dear purchaſe, but our love only, for 
we were his before, it 1s he that 
wade us: only we had eſtrang'd our ' 
ſelves from him, and plac't our love . 
upon other things, and he could not - 
count us his own while we loyed him 
ner. 


I muſt therefore confider whoſe I 


am ; I am Chriſts by a ſtrong and 1n- 2Meditati- 
conteſtable title ; while I ſerve him I on or 06- 
do that. proper work which belongs /;zation to : 
to me 3 whilſt I obey what he hath ſerve 7 
commanded, I do what 1s infinitely $ 4s, 


my duty, what his love to me chal- 
lengeth, and what my love to him 
defires to return. Had I ten thouſand 
yeass to live,and could I ſerve him all 
that while and do nothing elſe, I 
could not repay: him for the leaſt 

| H 3 part 


The Reformed Monaſtery, Or, 


part of that great ranſom he hath 
paid for me, neither could I deſerve 
any thing of thoſe great wages which 
he will give me : my life is but ſhort 
and he allows me time for other 
things, even for pleaſure and recrea- 
tion. T have therefore a moſt gract- 


ous Maſter, and therefore I reſolve 


and promiſe to do what he requires 
of me; Iwill except at nothing he 
commands, it ſhall be my joy to pay 
my duty to him ; and I vill make it 

appear that I ſerve out of 


Fe miſcre anime que love and afteftion. O my 
Chriftum non querit nes deareſt FE $4S, would 
emit, arida manet & my heart did feel what it 
miſers, Oc, Aug.Man. ſhould; would T could ex- 


preſs what it feels; and 
would I couid perform as much as E 
expreſs :But O my Bleſſed Lord, how 
frequently and unhappily do I forget 
that thou art my Maſter, and I thy 
ſervant ; that my chtefeſt buſineſs 1s 
to do thy will, and that my greateſt 
happineſs as well as duty, 1s to obey 
thee? Is it not becauſe I alſo for- 


get that thou did{t redeem- me 


from a moſt wretched ſlavery ; that 
thou didſt pay an immenſe price-for 
me; that thou becameſt a ſervant for 
me, before. thou requiredſt any ſer- 
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yice from me; and that thou didſt 
firſt love me before thou did 1ntreat 
my lovc? Othou great Lover and Sa- 
viour of men, I wholly give my ſelf 
to thee, body and ſoul, heart and 
affe&ions; I defire to be thine ; 
T pray that thou wouldſt make me to 


/. be thine, and that thou wouldſt own 


me for thine, that fo thou maylſt be. 
mine to eternity. 70uld/t | 


thou know (faith S. Aug.) MAlind non queritpre- 
what thou muſt give for ciumniſite ipſumgtantam 


heaven ? give thy ſelf, that's valet quantum es,te da @& 
e ul 1, habebis illud, Manyal. 


the price z nothing leſs will 
ſerve.that alone zs accounted 
ſufficient : heaven us worth juſt what 
thou art, give thy ſelf and thou ſhalt 
certainly have it . Do not men ſeek to 
ſerve and oblige great perſons expe- 
Ring to be by them gratified?are they 
not ambitious to wait upon Princes 
in regard of an Honourable ſtipend ? 
and why ſhould I not count jt the 
greateſt Honour and preferment to 
ſerve the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords ? The falary he pays his ſer. - 
vants 15 infinitely greater than any 
the greateſt Monarch can give ; they 
oftentimes caſt off with diſgrace their 
moſt faithful officers : my Lord is ſ@ 
far from ſo doing , that.. he. bears 

H 4. wh. 
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with the faults of his meaneſt fer- 7 


vants, and never turns out any that 


will live with him. *Tis highly dif- | 


ficult to become a Prince his fa- 
yorite, many ſpend their time, their 
wealth and themſelves, and never 
can get the leaſt ſhare in his affe&t- 
ons ; but I am ſure my heavenly Ma- 
Ner loveth me; I know 1t by what 
he hath done, by what he daily 
doth, and by what he hath declar'd 
he would do for me: Although he 
hath bought me, and ſo might well 
require the utmoſt I can do, without 
any reward: yet he hires me and 
gives me more, infinitely more than I 
can earn, F will therefore be dili- 
gent, faithful and zealous in fulfilling 
the work he hath appointed me, I 
will often ſay to my ſelf; 1 am a ſer- 
vant and a lover of FESUS, Ian 
a ſervant and a loverof JESUS. I 
will every morning conſider , what 
can I do this day of what my Lord 
hath commanded- me? what duties 
of ſobriety, righteouſneſs or godlineſs 
can I diſcharge to make 1 appear 
that ZE S4S 1s the Maſter. I own 


Ro#147, and obey? None of us liveth to him- 
8, ftif, and no man dies to himſelf, for 
9, wyntther we live we live unto the Lord, 


or 
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er whether we die we die unto the Lord © 
whether we live therefore or de, we are 
the Lords; for to this end Chriſt both dzed 


and roſe and revived, that he might ve : 


Lord both of the dead and liunng. 
This double duty of dying unto fin 


S. 8. 


and living unto righteouſne!'s, ab- Our love 
ſteining from that which 1s evil and and obe- 
doing that. which 15 good, I am ob- 4zence God 
lig'd to perform by ſtrong. and indiſ- requires. 


penſible obligations: 1f F do nor, [. 
certainly periſh, When we fay, in 


2 common ſpeaking, that we do things 


out of love; we mean that we .are- 


free, and may ..chuſe whether we do - 


them .or no, we are not bound to. 1t: 
but here all along where I undertake 
ro diſcharge the duties of Religion 
out of love; I do not in the leaſt 
mean ſa. Iacknowledge my ſelf un- 
der the. greateſt neceſſity of diſchar- 
ging my. baptiſmal vow, of living ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Rule,: ocher- 
wiſe my negle& of it would be my 
ruine, I ſhould periſh in my diſobe- 
dience, Love ir ſelf is a duty, the firſt 
and greateſt commandment : thou ſhalt 


love the. Lord thy God with all thy M4t+£2437 


heart, and with. all thy ſoul, and with 


all thy mind, I recammend love 


H 4 - there- 
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therefore, as the nobleſt, 


Meliores qws dirigit the moſt powerful motive 
amorg plures quos corrigzt 


N07» Ange. 


to a Religious obedience 3 
as that which makes our 
dnty eaſie and pleaſant, and gives 4 


value to what we do or ſuffer far God.. 


T: know there 1s thoſe who teach 
that, by our well-doing we muſt nor 


ſeek for ſalvation, and. that our obe-.'_ ] 


dience 1s not requir'd to our juſtifica- 
tion, but may be a mark or an effe& 
of it, faith having done the work 
before 3 but this groundleſs and mif- 
chievous opinion 1s contradidted by: 
thouſands of plain expreſs Scriptures, 
He that heareth theſe ſayings of mine and 
doth them not, 2s like the man that 


built his houſe upon the ſands Not every: 3 


one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter #nto the kingdom of heaven : but- 


he that doth the will of my father which. 


#. in heaven. Tf thou wilt enter life, 


keep the Commandments : and 1nnu-- A 
merable others, with all thoſe that- 


affirm, that God ſhall. judge and re- 
ward every man according as his. 
works have been, | 


No, the holy Religion we profeſs F 
requires a conformity betwixt the. 


Holy ZES#S and his followers; 
that by.a deyour 1nntation we ſhould, 
E- - . ; : COPY. 
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fruitful in good works, and by a f1n- 
cere and univerſal. obedience ſerve 


' God all days of our life; For if the 


word ſpoken by Angels was (tedfaſt, an4 
every tranſereſſuon and diſobedience ts 
cexved a full recompence of reward : how 
ſhall we eſcape, if we negiett ſa great 4 
ſalvation; by being diſobedient to 
our Lord 7ZES4S, who having 
wrought and revea['d it, offers it to 
us, on the condition of an affed@io- 
nate obedience to his Goſpel? The earth 
which drinketh the rain that cometh «p- 
0 it — and beartth thorns and bi. 
ers, 3s rejefted and nigh unto curſing, 
whoſe end is to be burnt; ſuch 15s their 
condition who recetving the heavenly 
dew of Divine Grace, in their admiili- 
on into, and profeſſion of Chriſtiant- 
ty, yer ſtill remain barren, or bring 
forth evil fruit: Byt beloved ( faith 
the Apoſtle.) we are perſwaded better 
things. of you, and things that accom- 
pany ſalvation.e for God 1s not unrigh- 
teous to forget your work and labour of 


; copy his example : that we ſhould be = 


Heb. 2. 2, 


Zo 


Heb6.7, 
&Co 


lwue which yt have ſhewed towards his 
name; and we deſire that every one of 


- you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the 


full aſſurance of hope unto the end. He-. 
ſays not, v.e-defire that. you may be -. 
CON- .- 
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confident and perſwaded of your fal- 
vation, but that, by love and dili- 
gent obedience, ye may aſcertain 
1P2t. 3.10, YOur hope, make your calling and 
en eleftion ſure , as S.Peter ſpeaks, for 
indeed, God hath not appointed us to 

x Theſ.$.9 wrath, but to obtazn ſalvation by our 
 *o, Lord Feſas Chriſt, who died for us that 
whether we wake or ſleep we ſhould live 

Epbeſ.gel- together with him, 1 holineſs of life, 
worthy of the vocation-wherewith we are 

called, for we are Gods work-manhip 

Epbeſ.2.10 created #n Feſus Chriſt unto good works, 
| which God hath ordained that we ſhould 
walk. in them. This then 1s the way 

wherein of neceſſity we muſt walk, 

that as we ingag'd and promis'd 

when we were Baptized into Chrill, 

ſo we ſhould live eyer after : which 

Eol.2.6, S. Paul expreſlſeth thus, As ye have 
received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk 

Col.1.10» ye in him: and again, walk worthy of 
the Lord, being fruitful in every good 

work, This 1s the rule whereby 

we muſt. order the courſe - of our 
P';1.1.27, lives, that ovur comverſation be as be- 
3-20. comes th: Goſpel of Chriſt; that our 
converſation be in heauen whence we 

look: for the Saviour , the Lord je- 

ſus Chrift ; that whatſoever things are 
4-8. true, honeſt, juſt, pare, lovely > of 
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good report, any wertue, any thing 
praiſe-worthy, may be our conſtant ſtu» 
dy and practice, We muſt labour 


that whether. preſent or abſent we may 2 C0549, 


be accepted of ozr Lord , becauſe we 
ſhall all appear before him and receive 
according as we obey him, now in his 
abſence. F 


Al this, and much more to the 


ſame purpoſe, which I have read and Incourage- 
obſerved in the Sacred Books of the ments to 
New Teſtament, hath convinc'd me obey 7iſus- 


that it 1s the defign of Chriſtian Re- 
lIigton to make me meek and hum- 
ble, ſober and contented, juſt and 
charitable, devout and religious, ver- 
tuous and holy : this I own to be my 
.) duty, and I will indeavour my ſelf 
heartily to perform the fame. And 
i "hat I may do 1t with cheerfulnefs 
\nd-affe&1on ,- I will ſtir and quicken 
1e holy fire of love in my heart, by 
þ 2us- conſiderations... When any dy- 
ty to God or man calls upon me for 
at jon. and-performance, and I find 
in \ny ſoul too much of dulnefſs or re. 
luQeacy, I will again by meditation 
ſuppoſe my dying. Saviour preſent, 
relling me, how much he hath done 
and ſuffered for me, and deſiring 
me, 
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me, as I love him, to do that duty 
which lies before me. Chriſtian, 1f 
thou doſt underſtand the greatneſs of 
my love which brought me here to 
die for thee; 1f thou art ſenſible of 
It, and would{t make any return for 
It, do this, obey this command; . 
this may be the laſt thing thou ſhalr 
ever do for me, this may be the laſt 
tryal of thy loye: ſure it would 
grieve thee to have denied this ſmall. 
requeſt to him that gives hislife, that 
gives himſelf for thee. Or elſe I will 
ſuppoſe my ſelf 1n the preſence of my 
Divine Maſter ſitting on his heaven- 
ly throne with his glorified ſervants... 
about him, ſhewing me the crown he 
hath aſfign'd to me, and faying; N. 
N, wilt thou deny to do this at my 
earneſt requeſt? wilt thou be fo un-.. 
kind to me? Sure I have deſerved 
better at thy hands than fo; ſure T, 
who am much above thee, have done 
much more for thee, than that comes 
to; but befides, I would highly re- 
compence thee, Theſe my friends I 
have rewarded with the bliſs and 
glory they enjoy , for having done. 
fuch things for me : and I would re- 
ward thee as bountifully.: here 1s - 
eternal life, eternal reſt, eternal - 


glory 
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Y 
f 
f 
J 
f 
3 
P 
, 


4 
The Love of FESUS. 


glory for thy recompence : as thou- 


loveſt me, as thou loveſt thy ſelf, 
obey, that thou maiſt be happy. To 


this, what anſwer could T make, but 


ſuch as this ? Lord not only this, but 
any thing. elſe thou haſt commanded; 


Fam willing to fulfil and obey. I bee. 


wail my dulneſs and depraved na- 
rure that makes me ſq-unready,ſo un- 
ative in thy ſervice : but Lord thou 
knoweſt that I love thee. I would 
undertake any labour, any trouble to 


make 1t-appear; I would die to ju-_ 


ſtifie it, Yet, ſweeteſt FESW, I 


beg of thee to increaſe my love; to- 


mmcreaſe 1t to ſuch-a degree that, like 


thy heavenly attendants, IT may burn. 


with that Divine fire, and be all love 
ro thee : that: ſo I may be always 
<« prepar'd and deſirous to do thy 
«will. Stir up, we beſeech thee, O 
«Lord, the walls of thy faithful -peo- 


Sund.' 28 
after Tris. 
nity. 


<« ple, thatthey plenteoufly bringing 
<.forth the fruit of good works, may - 
«of thee be plenteouſly rewarded- 


« through 7ES4S Chriſt our Lord. 
« Amen. Love 7s the fulfilling of the 


& Law. 
Chriſtian. Reader, I hope that 


what I have writ, thou wilt alſo read” 


and-repeat heartily in. the firſt _ 
gh, on © 


* 
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ſon-: for to that end T have thus cor 
triv'd-it to-ingage- thine affeftions, to 


make. thee ſpeak., as of..thy elf, 


theſe. ſoltloquies ;- a&ts of love, and. 


ads of reſolution which run through-. -. 


out the whole diſcourſe , and I would. 
have thee uſe that method, which 
may much affe& thee ; to make dia- 
logues berwixt. thy Saviour and thy. 
ſoul, and. betwixt. thy ſoul. and thy. 
felf; for certain 1t-1s; that: for thee 
N. N, by-name,. ZES 4S was crus 


cified and died; and certain It 1s. 


that- thou thy ſelf ſhalt die and be 
judged, and riſe again to an intole- 


rable eterniry, if by careleſsneſs and - 


1nconſideration thou- haſt been un- 
mindful of -thy Lord and thy ſoul : 


or elſe riſe again to eternal joys, if 


'Fþ.19,16 thou haſt ſincerely lov'd and: ſery'd 


TESUS; If ye beep my Commanpd= 


meuts, ye fhall abide zn my love, even-a 
I. have kept my Fathers Commandments. 
and abide in his love. 


» IO, Thus much of neceſſity muſt be 


S 
Of free= Qone;, my duty as well as my love- 


will-offer- conſtrains me to it. Not to break 

gh negative-precepts-:and to obey poſi- 
tive ones, (that 1s, to ceaſe from ſin 
and to work righteouſaeſs, ) 1s _ 
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redof me; if F do it by love, Fhave 
made my: task pleafant : bur yer a 
task it is, which muſt be fulfilPd, 
Not but that there 1s mercy for ſins. 
againſt the New-covenant , for the 
tranſpreſſion of Goſpel precepts;there 
5s. joy-In heaven at the converfion of-a 


E ſinner, what ever his fins have been 


and 1t ought greatly to indear God to 


{ us, that he is fo willing to forgive ; 
| fodefirous to haveus repent, that we 


may be capable of his pardon : but 


| whether ſoon or late, whether after 


crying guilts or ordinary fins, ſtill 1 
ſay, there muſt be a rrue contrition, 
a ſorrow and repentance for our ſins, 
proceeding from the love of God, 
and a ſincere indeavour to pleafe and 
obey him for the future; and ſo, thus 
far we are drawn by a moral neceſ- 
ſity, by the defire of our own happi- 


"neſs, which 1s not to be obtain'd an 


other way. But ſhall we ſtay juſt 
here, and not go one ſtep further 
than 1s required ? *t1s well indeed 
when we are ſafe, and that muſt be 
ſecar'd firſt of all, and with the 
greateſt care 3 but ſhall our love 
proceed no further ? Sure that Chri- 


ſtian- who is beſt aſſur'd of his falva- 


tion, will- love God moſt of all and 
make 
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make to him the greateſt and moſt 
hearty returns, When a man 1s quali- 
fied for heaven and enjoys the great- 
eſt happineſs this world is capable of; 


that 1s, a ſenſe of Gods favour and a | 


well-grounded aſſurance of a future 


bliſs, his ſoul cannot but melt 1nto | 
the moſt affeRionate love for that 


gracious God, whoſe mercy and lo- 
viag kindneſs hath brought him into 
that happy condition and fitted him 


by his grace for a much happier # 


and they, I ſay, that are in ſuch a 
caſe ( for to them only I now ſpeak ) 
may well do ſomething more, than 
what needs they muſt ; may well en- 
large their affe&1ons to God, beyond 
the bounds of preſcribed duties,it is 2 
good ſign, a ſign of a ſincere and a pl- 


ous heart, when a man 1s forward to- 


undertake for God: when he doth 
not weigh grains and ſcruples , leſt 
he ſhould part with any of his right 
and Itberty: but affords God a full 
meaſure and running over, and think 
he never gives enou;h, and ſtill de- 


fires that he might do infinitely more - 


for him. *Tis true that properly 
ſpeaking, all 1s due to God: and the 
more any, the beſt Chriſtian returns, 
the more he hath recety'd, and fo the 


more . | 
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more he 1s indebted ; but yer, God 
1s pleas'd not to require all that he- 
gives, nor all that we may give, that 
we may have wherewith to make a 


$ free-will-offering ; that we may have 


ſomething to give him, that he re- 


C quires not, tokens of our greater 


love and gratitude, Ir was foretold 
that under the Goſpel, 2» the day of 


Chriſts power, his people ſhould offer him Pſal.110.3 


feee-will-offerings with an holy wor- 
ſhip. And David himſelf, under the 
Law, was at his quid retribuam? What 


ſhall I render unto the Lord for all the Pſ4l.116« 
* benefits that 'he bath done unto me?- 


Though the benefits which God 
vouchſafed his people then , were 
much inferior to thoſe he hath ſince 
beſtowed upon us 3 ( for eye had not 
then- ſezn nor ear heard, neither was it- 
entred into the heart of. man, what great 


things God would do for them that 


love him, as he hath now declar'd 
in the revelations. of hts Goſpel,) 
though he had tied them to. a bur- 
thenſome and moſt expenſive ſer- 
vice : yet he accepted their volun- 
tary vows and ingagements, and was 
well plead with them : yet he 
would receive their free-w1ll-offer- 
ings, and delight- in them, _ 
ure 


- alt thar he hath for to buy the pearl 
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ſure we are. more oblig'd: than: the 
_ to let our love and gratitude 

reak forth beyond the limits of 
commands and expreſs :njunQl- 
ons: and now that God hath open'd 
tous his rareſt treaſures, his own bo-| 
ſome, for to give us his beloved Son, i 
he will not reje& our free oblations, 
the voluntary: acknowledgments: of 
his undeſerved and unſpeakable mer- 
cies. *Tis not to be denjed (with- 
out giving the lite to the learning and 
piety of the beſt Chriſtians in all 
ages ) but that there 1s in the New 
Teſtament counſels as well as pre- IE. 
cepts, ſome things recommended, fix 
though not commanded; he that ſells 


of great price, and they that make 
themſelves Eunuchs for the kingdom of | 
heaven, were not injoyn'd ſo to do, 
but are well approv'd of: and that 
God who gives a plentiful harveſt to |. 
him that ſows bountifully, 1s doubt- }c, 
leſs well-pleaſed, with his open . Þ|« 
handedneſs and charitable profuſion. | 
And as 1t 1s the beſt indication of a | 
devout and loving ſoul, cheerfully to | « 
exceed what is ſtri&ly-required: it J« 
1s alſo the beſt fence to immure and ||, 
fecure our duty ; for then,. ”_—_ = : 
ac 
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ack and abate, we may be ftill with- 
Sn our due bounds ;nay more, T am 
onfident that as it 1s beſt and ſafeſt, 
r isalſo eaſier, to give free-will-offer- 
ngs, than only, juſt to pay the daily 
ommanded facrifice, becauſe thofe 
._ [proceed from affedtion, theſe per- 
aps only from 1njun&1on. He that 1s 
f deſired to go one mile and goes two 
Oi ten, finds his way pleaſant, for love 
3 eads him : but he that 1s preſt to the 
md ame journey, and 15 aGted by fear 

and compulſion , while he reſolves 
ot to go one foot farther than needs 
W the muſt., will eafily be tempted to 
Tc Stay one ſhort of what he ſhould. 
oh Bur this 1s better underſtood by the 

deyourt lovers of FES4S thanTcan 
expreſs 1t, © Precepts are 


&« favourites not only pay 


= -[*the tax, but alſo offer preſents 
-: |< and gifts to the Prince: fo in the 
o | © Church, the moſt Religious obſerve 


«not only the precepts, but alfo in- 
4 {© timations and counſels, and give to 
«.God, not only what he exacts, = 
| «alſo 


I given toall men as tri- *Oy pbyoy Tels iy]o- 

J FF batesare exatedof all: Au; igvnatay, da- 

_— ON ſaith an Ancient guide .A&@ x) SSgg mrego- 
« of ſouls ) but as'in the yeyxay md 210. 

o. [© world,great perſons and Beat.Doroth.Dolt I. 


S. Aug. | 
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alſo free oblations, all that theyſikhe 
care able, How many thouſands offffitil 
Saints, now in heayen, have takenthi 
this courſe ? how many that nowſmot 
wear the bright crown of virginity the 
might have 1njoy'd the comforts offficot 
'marriage, had not the love of 7 EMhe: 
$45 prevail'd over their natural de 
fires? how many who might haves 
poſſeſt great eſtates, injoy now theſſrel 
greater treaſures of eternity, for ha-ſſſthe 
ving made themſelves poor, to re-me 
lieve the needy members of 7 E- 
S$4$S2? how many who now fit on 
thrones of glory, have choſen here ro 
follow 7ES4S Mm meanneſs and 
humility, when honours and world. 
ly pomps were at their command ? 
how many are now rewarded with} mi 
hiph degrees of everlaſting bliſs, fore! 
having ſpent their ſhort time gponÞſſel 
earth in ſerving FES#S, whenſwc 
"they might have ſpent it upon theirI « 
own profit or pleafure ? and howth 
many now living, aſpire to the ſame w: 
felicities and recompences, by cheer || he 
fully following the ſame ways, and}it 
expreſſing a ſincere and anboundad lo 
love, by ſach free oblations ? Cyr 02 © th 
Poſſum quod iſti &+ iſhe ? Why can't hy at 
I do what theſe my Chriſizan _ hi 
| thers 
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theyſthers and Siſters have done, and do 
ds offfftill? hath not God done as great 
akenthings for me as for them? hath he 
 nowmot given me the ſame promiſes as 
nitythey had ? do not I hope to be their 
ts officompanion and fellow citizen in 
7 Efheaven? And why then can't I love 
I de-as much as they did ? Iſhould there- 
F#fore, and do reſolve to make no 
reſeryations; JES#S ſhall have 
Sthe command of all he hath given 
Ime, of all he: hath enabled me to 
Hdo ; I ſhall keep nothing from him 
which may expreſs my love and gra- 
Ititude , and do him ſervice. Dear- 
eſt FESH4S, I know I can never 
do for thee ſo much as I ſhould, 
?Band-IT know that I ſhall never do fo 
much as I would ; thou paveſt thy 
ſelf for me, and thou wilt give thy 
ſelf to me: and Lord, what am. I 
henflworth, and what is the worth of all 
1eirJl can do? It is a great fayour that 
owthou wilt accept of me and my 
me weak indeavours. I know that 1f 
<er- | heaven were capable of any grief, 
ndJit would be only that we have not 
led £lov'd thee enough upon earth; when 
07 & thou filleſt our fouls with thy Divine 
nt} and raviſhing joys, we ſhall with we 
ro» had done nothing here, butſerve ns 

28 love 


AI | 


Modus amandi Deum when I dwell with thee 
{ine modo, S.Betn, let me love thee infinite) 


S. I. - The firſt inſtance '0 
Of our obedience to our love in this way 0 
the Chitchs 
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love thee. O give me prace no 
whilſt I live, to-do what ſhall wi 
to have done when Fdie ; let med 
now I am abſent from thee, what 

ſhall wiſh to have don 


and without meaſure, 


free-will-offerings ſhoul 

be a pious obedience te 
our Mother the Church ; not bur that 
It is many ways requir'd, but becauſc 
"tis almoſt wholly negle&ed. What 
by pride and refra@orineſs, what by 
ignorance and indevotion, and what 
by looſeneſs and irreligion, that obe 
dience which ought to be paid tc 
thoſe that have the rule over us 3n tht 
Lord, to the ſtanding rules and or 
ders of our Spiritual governors, 1: 
ſo generally lazd aſide, that many] 
that would, yet dare not preſs it up4 du 
on the people ; and that, even they cau 
that -obey , do it ſecretly, and, agbec 
though *twere diſhonourable, -are injot. 
a manner aſham'd to own it ; Hencqſtb 
comes thit great negle& of Confirgrita 
mation, that moſt neceſſary-and AnJnot 
=_ 
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cient, if not Apoſtotick conſtitution ; 
wi hence the deſuetude of faſting npon 
ed appointed days, and even of bid- 
pat | ding of them: and the non-obſer- 
don vance of Holy-days, and times of {o- 
heef| lemn devotion ; hence the ſlight re- 
itelfl gard had to the publick worſhip of 
God, and the ſeldom receiving of the 
Lords Supper; hence the reſervedneſs 
& unhappy ſecrefie of moſt people in 
not acquaintiag their ſpiritual guides 
with the ſtate of their confcience 
when it needs, and not receiving their 
4 comforts and dire&1ons; hence the 
{ not ſending fer the elders of the 
| Church to do their office upon ſick 
{ perſons, and the ſeldom defiring 
{ their abſolution; and hence even 1n 
too many of the Clergy, the 'negle& 
of daily ſaying Diyine *Offices', as 
| they are commanded, and obſerving 
other injun&ions peculiar to them. x 
id may ſay that it fares with our Church 
as with ſome Princes, who have their 
due Sovereignty denied them be- 
q cauſe they are Chriſtians: ( as if by 
becoming members and defenders 
infof the Church , they were become 
ſibje& to Pontifical 'Chairs and Pu- 
Jritan Synods ) for ſo, many would * 
{not have this Church obey'd be- 

I cate 
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cauſe *tis Reformed z they would nor 
have 1ts laws obſery'd, becauſe tt 
-makes them inferior to Gods ; as 
though, by not impoſing a_ blind ſu- 
-perſtitious , and overſevere obedi- 
ence, as Xome doth, thts Church were | 
become uncapahble -of exerciſing any | 
authority over her children and re- | 
quiring any duty from them. But | 
ſay, let thoſe that love FES4S BZ 
amend this, for his ſake ; for the | 


"Church is his ſpouſe and hath re- || 


ceiv'd her power from him ; ler | 
them yield a free and Religious obe- | 
dience to Eccleſiaſtical - mjun&ions, j 
becauſe FES#S hath ſaid, he that | 
yecerveth you receiveth me. It 1s doubt- 
Jeſs our duty ſo todo: and T am ſure 
it will be a good 'token of a pious 
heart, when we ſhall obey them in | 
the Lord, whom the Lord hath ſer 3 


over us. . We ſhall make it appear |? 


that we own the Authority of our | 
heavenly King, when we are ſubje& 
to thoſe his officers, by whom he } 
now reigns over us : to whom he | 
hath given the keys of his kingdom, © 


and whom he kath appointed Stew- # 


ards of his ſaving Myſteries : we | 
*fhall have a ſhare 1n the Myfterious 7 
repreſentation of the great expiatory * 

| facrifice, 


my w- 
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facrifice, which by the Church 1s ce- 
lebrated in the Euchariſt, and in 
thoſe Divine Services and ſolemn 
Prayers which the Church offers to 
God daily : and we ſhall receive the 
full benefit of being members of the 
Church and; holding communion 
with it ; if this were not abſolutely re- 


| Y quird, yet I am ſure it will be a very 


acceptable free-will-offering, if wedo 
It devoutly and joyfully, becauſe we 
love ZFES4S; and this Chriſtian, 
obedience to the known, rational, 
and pious orders of the Church, will 
anſwer the beſt part of that ancjenr 
and ſo much magnified ſelf-abnega- 
tion, vow'd by the Coenobites, when 
they gave up themſelves to be in all 
things ruPd and commanded by their 
ſuperiors : and it will exerciſe thoſe 
two heavenly graces, meekneſs and 


' humility, which the world deſpiſeth, 
but all true Chriſtians own to” be 
moſt Divine : as they that bring reſt My.11.2g 


to the ſoul, and make us moſt con- 


'formable to the meek and humble 


FESUS. 


As for corporal auſteri- G. 12, 


ties commanded or un- Of ſereral voluntte 


commanded, I have faid ry oblations. 
| I 2 ſome- 
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fomething of them already: and the 
chiefeſt uſe and defign of them 1s to 
-mortifie ſenſual luſts, and to keep 
-under the body: thar the: fpirit may 
rule and be obey'd; yet, as they are 
exercifes of repentance, marks of the 
juſt indignation we conceive againſt 
our ſelves for having diſpleas'd God 
as they may effe& or expreſs a dif- 
reliſh of temporal pleaſures, a long- 
ing for heavenly joys, and an in- 
-deayour totake up our croſs and fol- 
low 7JES4#S; they may be the 
Matter of a free-will-offering, and 
they may find a gracious reward 
and acceptance in ſo much as they . 
proceed from- a ſincere love to 7 E- 
SUS. Prayer alſo, thankſgiving, 
reading, meditation , atts of Religt- 
on ; though, as tothe ſubſtance, they 
be the difcharge of the greareſt duty 
God requires of us, the worſhip and 
adoration of his Divine Majeſty : yet 
as to the quantity, they may become 
free oblations, the expreſſions of a 
greater loye, He that with deyourt 
affe&ions inlargeth his offices, or 
- counts the frequency of them by Ca- 
nonicat hours and wiſlit for oppor- | 
runities : and he that ſets apart J 
large portions for religious _— ; 

Ss | 


—_ 


Ie 


WTO 


t 3 40992 AN 


| ad. 4A 


+ % raiw his (Þ 


35S U= VS CY cas a a Jy Wo. 


The Love of FESUS. 
ſes, or in tne following of his neceſ- 
ſary buſineſs, doth often lift up his 


| Heart and thoughts to heaven aud 


heavenly things, makes a voluntary 
offering of ſome of his time, to him 
of whoſe eternity he hopes to be 
partaker. He that defalks ſome hours 
from the refreſhment of his body, to- 
beſtow them upon his ſoul ; he that 
chuſeth a meaner condition and tm- 
ploymenr, that having fewer avoca- 


tions he may ſpend more time uport 


Religion ; and he that bears with 
ſome wrongs and injuries, that be- 
ing free from the diſtractions of 
quarrels and law-ſuits, he may be the 
better diſpos'd to ſerve God, hath 
bought the bleſſed opportunity of 
attending ZES4$S and indearing 
himſelf to him. Charity likewiſe, 


: whether Spiritual or Corporal, whe- 


ther in giving or in forgiving may be 
carried further than is abſolutely re- 
quired, and ſo become a free obla- 
tion. He that takes great pains to 
inſtru& the ignorant, to convert ſin- - 
ners, by all means to win ſouls to 
FESUS, may manifeſt a greater 
love than was abſolutely neceſſary to 
his own ſalvation; and he that makes: 


it his buſineſs and delight ro pre- 


T 3. vent 


2C0r.8.12, 
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yent quarrels or make reconciliatt- 
ons; to comfort and defend the at- 
flifted, and oppreſſed, to viſit ho- 
fpitals and relieve the poor; and to 
ſpend all his ſubſtance 1n pious uſes, 
for the honour of God, and Relig 
on, and for the preſent and future 
happineſs of men, may exceed what 
God would have rewarded, and by 
ſhewing ſo great a love inrich his 
crown of glory and recompence. I 
only mark the head-ſprings or ſtore- 
houſes of thoſe arbitrary gifts where- 
with men may honour God and en- 
rich themſelves : the ſeveral ema- 
nations and offerings which may pro- 
ceed from them, being free and in- 
numerable, cannot be ſpecified, and 
ſhould not be 1mpos'd. Where there 
rs love there 1s a willing mind: and 
where there 38 a willing mind a man 
( 1n other caſes as well as in charity ) 
zs accepted, according to what he hath 
and not according to what be hath not. 

© Some husbandmen ſow 


Eifdy mp tye- that they may have 
wpyois & gmpus © wherewith to pay their 
map autres, Kc © debts, ( which marks 
S.Johan.Clim, Grad, © the labours and offer- 


| 26, $. 43, 


« ings of penitents, who 
<«.;3ndeayour to make what 
ſatisfaction 


J 
> 
þ 
7 
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c{tisfation they can for their 10- 


 <juries to God or man.) Some ſow 


* that by the expected crop. they 
<« may increaſe their wealth ; (which 
< repreſents the good works of more 
<« innocent perſons, who aſpire to. a 
&« preat reward and a glorious crown. ) 
« Some ſow that they may have ſome- 


< thing wherewtth to: expreſs their 


« gratitude and make preſents to 
&© thetr kind land-lord or benefa- 
&« Qor z ( whereby 1s ſignified the 
<« beſt of Chriſtians, who 1n all-things 
« ſeek and deſign the gloryand advan- 
<« tage of their Lord.) And others 
« ſow that they may be thought di- 
« ligent, and receive commendatt- 
© ons from. the paſlers by ; ( theſe 
«are an emblem of the moſt im- 
« perfe& Chriſtians, who in Gods 


& ſervice ſeek their own glory, and 


« of whom our Bleſſed Saviour ſays 
&.rhat they have their reward.) How» 
ever all muſt ſow; and every one 
as he doth it, ſparingly or bounti- 
fully , ſo ſhall he reap at laſt. But 
heaven 1s a cheap-purchaſe, give we 
never ſo dear for it. © The Goſpel 
reveals and offers a glorious king- 
« dom great and eternal feliciries : 
&« but he that expeds their poſſeſſion 

E 4 6 he- 


Decay of 
Chriſtian 
Patty. 
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« becanſe he reads and believes 

<« them, 15s like him that ſhould fanſhe 

« the whole world ſhall be his, be- 

| <« cauſe he hath the Hiltory or the 
E6c118.37 « Map thereof. Conſult not then with 
ile 2 coward in matters of war, as the Son 
of Szxach adviſeth ; conſult not with 
an irreligious age in matters of Piety 
and Religion : and think it not 
enough to do as the-moſt do. When 
firft Chriſtian. Religion was preach'r 

in the world, and men underſtood 
what 7ES&S had done for them, and 
what he had promis'd, they thoughr 
nothing too much, nor too good for 
him : they chearfully parted with 
temporal pleaſures, honors and ri- 
ches : with their liberties, their 
imbs, blood, their very lives, that 
they might be faithful to ZES4S 
and come to- reign with him: they 
made 1t appear by their patient, 
chearful, and magnanimous ſuffer- 
ings, that they valned nothing bur. 
FESUS andeternity. We are not 
now expos'd to-the ſame dangers for- 
the belief and ' profeſſion of Chriſtt- 
anity : but the commands thereof 
may have Martyrs as well as the 
Creed; the ſame Lord and Saviour 
Fequlres our obedrence to the _ 
WIIQ 
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who exads our faith to the other; 
he that ſpends his life 1n the obſer- 
vance of his Lords precepts and 
counſels, in thus confe/ſing of him be- 
fore men, may be 1ntitled to as great 4 
reward, as he that dies, that he 
may not renounce his Religion and 
deny his Faith. I need not inſert 
cautions againft vain glory and ſelf 
complacency after we have done the 
moſt we are able : for if it proceeds 
not from the Jove of God, it 1s 
nothing worth; and if. it doth, 1t 
will never bring pride nor vanity. 


Charity vanteth not it ſelf, 
and is not puffed up : On- 
ly. in the words of a 
pious Saint, «If. we had 
<« died a thouſand times 
«for 7ESA4S, yet we 


I C0. 13. 4o 

*Et X} Wuelous er 
verous unTie Nets 
8s #2701461 Yousy) Ce 
S. Johan.Clim, Grad. 


& ſhould. not have repaid 23.11. 
«him the leaſt part of 
«© what we owe his infinite mercy 
« and condeſcenſion : for vaſt is the 
«difference betwixt the blood of 
«© God, and the blood of his crea- 
«tures and ſervants, if we judge ac- 
<« cording tothe dignity, and not to 
&« the ſubſtance of ir. what haſt thou, 
that thou haſt not received ?. remem- 
ber what ZE $&4S faith to all Chri- 
| I'5s {tans,, 
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Mat.19.37 ſans, He that loveth father or mother 


Luk 14.33 


6. Sunday 
#ſter Tri- 
at Yo 


more than me, is not worthy of me + and 
he that loveth fon or daughter more than 
me, # not worthy of me : and whoſoever 
be be of you that forſaketh not all that he 
hath, he- cannot be my diſciple. We 
can never do-too much for ZESAS 2 
but we may eaſily do- too little 
though the moſt we can do will never 
merit heaven , yet the leaſt we may 
do ſhall not obtain it :. *tis ſafe and 
impoſſible ro exceed; but *tis eafie 
and dangerous to be defedive. 

©. © God, who haſt prepared: for 


« them that love thee ſuch good 


« things as paſs mans nnderſtand- 
« ing, pour 1nto our hearts ſuch love 
& towards thee, that we loving thee 
* above all things, may obtain thy: 


« promiſes which exceed all that we 


« can'deſire, through ZES4S Chriſt 
« our Lord, Amen, 


T have now aſlign'd love its full | 


eask3 to repent, and mortifie our 


hiſts, to ſerve and obey God, and to. 


abound in good works even free- 
will-offterings. I have no more for 
It to do; I would only have it to in- 
creaſe, to grow towards perfe&ion, 
ro he conſtant, and to indure unto 
the end, To help this —_ 

| ans 
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and to conclude, I haye here added 
four conſiderations, wherewith to: 
athiſt and incourage the ſincere lover 
of 7ESUS to the diſcharge of this 
great and bleſſed duty, the work and 
labour of love. 

The firſt 1s, that 1t 1s moſt unjuſt 


6. 1-3; 


and unreaſonable to-love any crea- That Goa 
ture to the prejudice of the Creator, ſhould be 
As all things have their being from {oved a- 
God, ſo they have from him all the 90ve all. 
goodneſs and beauty. which: makes things. 


them lovely to us: and God drawing 
upon viſible objeds fair copies of his: 
inviſible perfe&1ons, defign'd to be 
loy'd in them: or that they ſhould 
be lov'd in him, and for. his ſake. 


If men being delighted with the beauty. wiſd.13.3z 


of the heavenly hoſt took them to be gods, 
let them know how much better the- Lord 
of them is, for the firſt Author of beauty. 
bath created them: for by the-beamty and 


greatneſs of the creatures preportionably. 


the maker of them 7s ſeen. Beauty and 


goodneſs are the proper obje& of: 


love: and therefore, God who 1s the 
firſt and m_ beauty and good- 
neſs,ſhould 


their ſeals and arms, in their mean- 


eſt ſeryants cloth'd with their m"_ 3 
' 


loved before all things.. 
We indeed reverence Princes in: 


& 
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but ſhould a ſubje& ſer up-theſe in | 


the royal throne, and transfer ta 
them, or even to. the greateſt Fa- 
yorite, thoſe ſpecial honours which 


belong to the Prince only : he ſhould | 


juitly be deem'd a Rebel, and his 
proceedings would be as unjuſtifi- 
able, as the diſloyal diſtin&ion of 
taking arms by the Kjngs Authority 
againſt his Perſon. Yet ſuch are the 
proceedings of all. diſorderly. lovers, 
I mean of all ſinners: who. ſetting 
more of their affe&ions upon the 
creatures, than upon God:the Crea- 


tor, pay them afterwards. a greater | 


veneration than they do to him ; ha- 
ving exalted. honours, pleaſures, and 
riches znto the Imperial chair, they 
do more for them than for the: So- 
vereign himſelf : nay they obey. 
them to his prejudice, and agarni 
hrs expreſs command, Thus vict- 
ous unreaſonable men. burn in the 
ſhade, and freeze where the Sun 


ſhmes z they dote upon inferior beau- 


ries, and'negle& the higheſt and.moſ} 
perfed ; they take fire at dark ſha- 
dows, and find no heat.in the bright-. 
eſt light. Great men have a reſpe& 
paid them, in their _— 
poſterity ;, great Artilts are reſpeRe 
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in their liveleſs. children ; we highly 
honour .unhappy Pagans in thoſe la- 
bors of theirs which adorn our clo- 


| ſers and libraries : God only 1s dif- 


honour'd in his works, the more 
erfe& he hath made them,the more 

Carions they prove to him. Phi- 

dias and Apelles are remembred with 
veneration, in a fine piure or Sta- 

tue: God only is ingratefully forgot- 

ten in a lovely creature whereot he 

is Maker, An abſurd im- 


piety; this is, which Senzce = 1pp,rqum ett genn pou 
reprov'd in his Fellow- fo ſimulacra adorere, &@ 
E heathen, to worfhip and ſ#/picere, fabros vero qui: 
deific the carved image, ## fecerunt contemnere. , 


and to take no notice of 
the, Carver that made 1t, God hath 


J done like a loving father, who jea- 


lous of his ſons affe&ion, would have 
none to tend him but ſuch as wear 
his livery 3 would have the piRure of 
himſelf hang in every room ; and all 
the: goods. 1n_ the houſe markt with 
his name and cypher : So:God, who 
loves men tenderly, and defires to-be 
by them lov'd again, hath put ſome- 
thing of himſelf in all the creatures 


| be hath appointed to ſerve us ; that, 


which way ſoever we turn our eyes, 
we. might be put 1n mind of him, he 
| hath. 
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hath ſtampt his name, in more or 
leſs legible Chara@ers, upon all.the 
goods and utenfils of this his great 
houſe, the world, wherein. he hath 
plac'd . us. And now ſhall we do like 
a ſimple child , who turning his back 
upon his father, ſhould look and 
ſmile on his pi&ure, and. careſs it, 
and wait upon 1t, and ask it bleſſing, 
while he ſights the original ? So ab- 
fuard a thing would be counted mad- 
neſs, and move ptty or laughter : but 

/ when we a& the ſame folly, in loving 
/ the world whilſt we deſpiſe God, we 
| are highly criminal, 8 we highly pro- 
| voke our heavenly Father, thusto-re- 
| turn to him contempt & diſobedience 
' for thegracioustokensof —_— com 
; hence it follows, thaggas we ſhould. 
Pardal ans. | 

| things in him and forhim : we ſhould 
alſo love thoſe things moſt, which 


\fove God above al 


' Have moſt of his impre's and like- 


' neſs. Therefore, man who 1s created 


\ after Gods 1mage, ſhould be by us 


* lovy'd above all other creatures :. and | 
that, part of man. which is chietly| 
+., adorn'd with the likeneſs: of God, | 
ſhould have the greater ſhare of our | 


affetion. God himſelf values hu- 


mane. ſouls at a high rate, 


becauſe. 


they: 
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e orhey are like him ; as appears by 
|. the Ewhat he hath done .and ſuffered to 
ave them. And for the ſame reaſon 


TCat 

hath alſo, we ſhould pay to: the ſonls of 
likefmen the beſt part of that kindneſs 
ack we owe them : and 1f we do not, 


we plve our friends no greater love 
than children to their puppets; for 
they dreſs them fine, and lay them: 
ab. Mſoft , and kiſs and imbrace them ::. 
ad. Juſt as they who aim at nothing more 
but © than. to make their friends merry, to- 
ing | wiſh them toys and gaudy things and 
wel to ſee them art eaſe. A fondneſs ins 
ro- || excuſable 1n rational creatures, eſpe- 


and 


re- if cially in Chriſtians, who know the 
ice | worth of an 1mmortal ſoul and the - 
mr | great concern: of Eternity : and yet/. 


1d © {eek only to gratifie the material part: 
xs, of their: friends which 1s ſubject to 
14 | corruption, and to ingage their affe- 
ch} Rions to the world which paſſerh 
e- & away and they muſt ſoon leave. As 
4 If when Ring Edward the firſt was 
1s & haſtning our of the Holy-land hither 
d |} to receive the Crown which expe&- 
ed him, his friends had ſtaid him by 
[, | the way, and invited him to-reſt and 
r & caſe,and provided for him all Prince- 
+ & ly delights, and entertainments, and 
e & retarded his coming ſo long, till he 

| BY | , nad 
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Fom13.10 his brother, zs a liar, faith S. John: 


Mat. 19. 


IQ. : 
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had *forgot or loſt his right and his 
kingdom. what zs a man profited, if 
he ſhall gain the whole world and loſe 
his ſoul ? and what ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his ſoul ? We are indeed 
much commanded to love one ano- 
ther, and in this confiſteth one great 
half of our Religjon,. all juſtice and 
charity, and all the duties of the ſe- 
cond Table, To love our brother as 
we ought, is. the beſt demonſtra- 
tion. of our love to. God, for he 
that ſays he leves God , and hateth 


and love worketh no 3ll to his neigh- 
bogr, and is therefore the ny of 
the law, faith S. Paul, but a man 
is to. love his neighbour ' as himſelf, 
and therefore as he 1s moſt ob- 
lig'd to. feck for himſelf the king- | 


' dom of God and its righteouſneſs : fa | 
aud he in the firſt place oo Kg = 
* your to procure it to. his friend, kh 


Tob.13-33 


Or elſe we are to love one another as Y 
Chrift hath loved us : and that was Te 


in redeeming our ſouls. and purcha- |" 
ſing for us heavenly joys and eter- % 
nal liſe ; not in providing eaſe and = 


ſenſual pleaſures to our bodies here 

in this world. The reſult of this 1s, 
what in the firſt place we ſhould om 
EE T God 


. 


+, * © &F wp [ff Suiws [if 


of his 
T the fir 
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God infinitely and for his own ſake: 
and that in the next, we ſhould love 
hoſe things. moſt which have a near- 
eſt relation to God ; Grace and Ver- 
tue, Religion, Holineſs and Men; 
ſpecially their Souls, which are an 
image of the Deity; eſpecially ſan- 
tified ſouls which are moſt like God... 
\fterwards our leſſer love for leſs 
Divine Obje&s, may. be reaſonable 
and innocent : and however we 
have fecur'd a great duty and a great 
happineſs. To love God with all the 
heart, and with all the underſtanding, 
and with all the foul, and with all the 
trength, and to love his neighbour as 
lnmſelf, is more than all whole burnt= 
offerings and ſacrifices. 


Sk 


Mar.13435 


A ſecond confideration may be, S$. 14: 
that it is moſt juſt and eafie to love :7/s moſt 
God. Thar it 15 moſt juſt, is ſhown jſt and 
all along this diſcourſe, wherein I have 2a to love 
repreſented, the more general and God, 
moſt excellent benefits of God ta 
mankind : all the which challenge and 
deſerve the greateſt love our hearts 
are capable of. Gad had requir'd 
_ that the firſt born and 
firſt fruits ſhould be conſecrared 
to him, thereby to-acknowledge _ 
the 
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the author of all their bleſſings and 


the giver of all their increaſe : Now | 


the firſt. born of our ſouls, the firſt- 
fruits of our hearts 1s love, which 
God, who gives us all things, de- 
mands as an acknowledgment from 


ns. thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God | 
with. all thy heart and with all thy Þ 
foul. We therefore commu a greater | 


facriledge if we deny hin ſo juſt a 
tribute, than if a Jew had rob'd him 
of his firſt grapes or his firſt cars of 
corn, Bur it 1s ſo much the more 
Juſt, in that 1t is moſt eafie to love 
God. Infinite perfe&ions, an abyſs 
of goodneſs whence rivers and oceans 
of good things do perpetually flow, 
one would think ſhould ſwallow up: 
the hearts and affections of men : as 
indeed it doth, of all that duly con- 
ſider it. And more perfedly of bea- 
tified Saints, and of thoſe blefled 
ſpirits who miniſter before his throne 
and are all flame for him. Beſides, 
tis natural for men to love what ts 
theirs, propriety begets or 1ncreaſeth 
tove: Now God 1s our God ; he hath 
given himſelf for us, he doth now.. 
and will more intirely hereafter give 
himſelf to us ; he made us for the in- 
zoyment of himſelf, and for that pur- 


poſe | | 
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poſe he hatch redeem'd us: and that 


# we might all ſay, with David, O God 


thou art my God, that God might ſhew 
his kindneſs and tmdear himſelf to us, 
and aſſert our right to him, he hath 
aſlum'd the names of thoſe relations 
who love us beft, whom we love moſt 


1 tenderly, and whom we count molt 
3 ours. God the Father 1s pleas'd to- 
be calld our - Father, God the Son, 


our Brother, and God the Holy Ghoſt 
our Comforter, as 1t were our friend : 
thereby to expreſs that affe&ion. 
which he hath for us, and the pro- 
priety which we may claim 1n hims 
Sure *tis an eaſie thing to 


love them that love us: pj, durur oft ani- 
and where God hath CX- mus qui amorem etfi nole« 
_ preſt ſo much love, *ris bat dare, nolit tamen: ve- 
ſtrangely unnatural if we P#"4*re- Aug, 


are not affeted with it. 
Every man # a friend to him 
that giveth gifts, faith the 
Wiſeman : Now what pifts hath our 
God given us! or rather, what gifts 
hath he not given us ! and what per- 
verſe violence do they offer nature, 
that ſeek to confure S9/omons ſaying,in 
this inſtance where it ſhould be moſt 
true, Certainly *ctis an eafie thing 
rd 


Prove 19.6. 


Fotes 
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to love infinite perfe&ions, and in- 
finite -gooqneſs; one that ever did 


and ever! doth ns good; from: | 


whom we daily receive favours, 
ſo great and ſo many that we can: 


tell neither their worth nor num- 


ber ; Wherefore S. Aug. 


nunare, non polſum fle- 
w "fins = = much our duty 4 that to 


b; dicere charitatem ha- omit 1t cant admit of no 


Yee 


bere non poſſum, Wc, 


plea nor pretence, and 
15 inexcuſable, and cri- 
minal in- the higheſt degree. Per- 
haps thou wilt ſay, Icannor faſt, I 
cannot weep, I have not what to 
give to the poor, but canſt thou ſay 
I cannot love God? 1s there any 
obſtacle in thy way ? doſt thou want 


mibi dieeve, faith, that to love God 1s # 
mon Faleo quod tribyam fo natural, fo eafie, fo || 
egeuti, non poſſim je- 5nfinitely juſt, and ſo | 


inducements or a ' heart to do it? 


No, doubtleſs *ris the. eaſieſt thing in 
the world to love him that is moſt 
lovely, to love our greateſt bene- 
fa&or, to love him who 1s infinitely 
kind and loving to us. Some vertues 


* require opportunities and cannot be 


exerciſed for want of them : but whe- 
ther thou beeſt ſickly or healthy, 
whether thy condition be high or 
low, 
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tow, whether thy leiſure be much or 


little, whether thy calling be caſte or 


| laborious,thou'mailt love ; 
love doth not pinch the Facilis res, eff Domige 


Ity, wearies -not' the FESY CHRISTE 
aw uperamanide, Tas, 4 
. na nullus cujuſcunque 

| head ake, {empties not {/,,;, radus, aut condi 


7 the purſe: for love is nel- jonis exiſtat excuſari po« 
i} ther grief nor pain; 'tis teſt, @c, 1diot- 
| eaſje to all men, none can 


hands , ' makes not the 


plead any excuſes a« 
gainft it, 


"Now here I will digreſs 'S. 1%, 


a little to anſwer two Ob- 4x Objeltion ans 


je&ions which * mor fwer'd. 
might be made again 
what I have ſaid of Divine Love. 
The firſt.” that I have humaniz'd it 
too much ; that 'whereas it is ſuper- 
natural and ſhould be ſpiritual, T 
have made t almoſt palpable and 
ſenſible. To this I fay, that whe- 
ther we ſet our love upon earthly or 
heavenly things, upon God or upon 
the world, ſtill it 1s the ſame paſſion, 
which refides in the fame humane 
faculty. The will of man, and the 
effeas thereof are alike evident and 
real, He that truly loves God, hath 
that ſame hearty affeRion for him, 
as 


27s 
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as to the kind, as one friend hath for 


.. another: a ſincere lover of 7 Fe 


S4S will ſeek to pleaſe him, and 
to be with him, and to enjoy him, 
and do all that for him, which men 


would do for thoſe whom they love 


heartily : all the difference 1s, that 
Divine Love hath 1ts proper expreſ- 
ſions, can never be too great, and is 
in all reſpe&s infinitely more ex- 


_ cellent than the love of any creature. 


- Therefore, if 1n ſome places I have 
repreſented things plainly, and made 
that, in ſome manner to be touch't 
by ſenfe which 1s only the obje& of 
faith, my deſign was thereby to 
move the affefions, and to bring 
down the notions of Religion, from 


ZH. 11.1, the head into the heart. Faith ſhould 


be the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not ſeen:We ſhould 
conſider things of faith, whether paſt 
or to come, as if they had now a real 
ſubſiſtence, as if they were preſent 
before our eyes; their greatneſs then, 
would be better view'd, and have 
the greater power upon us: as Mo- 
ſes, who, by conſideration, ſeeing him 
who is inviſible, was thereby enabled 
to prefer the affli&ions of Gods peo- 
ple to the pleaſures and dignities = 
[0 


| the Courts of Pharaoh. I believe ir 
was 4 great advantage to the Piety of 
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Primitive ages, that they liv'd near | 
the time when thoſe things were 


aged, which we now believe at a 


greater diſtance: for then, the Revye- 
lations of the New Teſtament were 


every Chriſtians diſcourſe and admi- 


ration 3 the proximity of the times 
made them almeſt vifible, and the 
recent foot-fteps of thoſe great tranſ- 
a&ions gave them a kind of ſenfihili- 
ty,whereby their thoughts and conſi- 
derations were drawn and retain'd, 
and made ſerious. and efficacious, 
And I believe it may be a great 
cauſe of the degeneracy of theſe lat ) 
ter ages, that faith 1s become too no- / 
tional, - too metaphyſical and ab- 
ſtraked, whereas we ſhould veſt the 
great objes of our faith with ma- 
terial circumſtances, to make them - 
in ſome manner the obje& of ſenſe, 
that to us it might be ſaid as S.Paul G4l.3.1s 
to the Galatians, Before your eyes 
JESUS CHRIST hath been evi- 
dently ſet forth, crucified among you 5 
and that, in all other inſtances, our 
faich might be to us, the evidence of 
things not ſeen. When we look upon 
the things of revelation as far A... 
ant 


2 
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ſtant from us, they 2p hardly 
credible, and not much to be re 
garded : but a cloſer viewing of them, 
by a nearer and atmoſt ſenfible con 
fideration, would make them a 
pear great and wonderful , would} 
make deep and laſting impreſſions} 
en our minds, and cauſe us to cryſ 
out with grief and wonder; Lord, 
what is man, that thou art thus 
mindful of him ! or rather, what 
Ss man, that he 1s unmindful of 
41 thee ! However, I have the war- 
rant, and do claim the priviledge, 
of them that write contemplative 
meditations, to repreſent things as 
preſent and viſible; and well we 
may, eſpecially when we treat of the 
love of God ſhewed to mankind in 
 'FES#S ©: for that love became 
palpable, and converſt among men, 
and was manifeſted to ſenſe, in the 
birth, the a&ions, and the ſufferings} 
of our Bleſſed Saviour : who by be- 
coming man, ſeemd to comply 
with that unjuſt and yet general de- 
fire which men had, of worſhip- 
ping humane creatures, and having 
things viſible and material for the 
obje& of their devotion and Relgi- 
ons love. | 

The 


Toe Love of FESUS, 


The other Obje&1on weuld per- 
haps be made by them who ſcruple 
and refuſe to bow art the Holy name 
of ZES4S, and who might ſay 


that T have mention'd it too often 
and'too often call'd Divine Charity, 
. The love of FES4S: and that 1n 


ſo doing I have been either ſuper- 
ſt1tious or:1njurious to God, To this 
I anſwer, That as our Bleſſed Sav1- 


our ſajrh, He that hateth me, bateth 71,1 8.5 


my father alſo : {o we may ſay, that he 
that Ioveth him loveth his father 
alſo. For the Father, the Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt are one and the ſame 
God bleſled for ever ; he that - loveth 
him that begat, loveth alſo him that is 
begotten, and fo reciprocally, The 
Divine Eſſence is but one, 1t admits 
of no diviſion : therefore whatever 
honour 15 paid to-one of the Divine 


' Perſons, 1s paid to all Three, the 


Ever-glorious Trinity is honour'd by 
ir. But then jt muſt be confider'd 


that ZES#S theſecond Perſon of | 
that Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity 1s | 
not only God, but alſo Man, and fo | 


Mediator betwixt God and Man : ſo 


that by, and through him we pray, |. 
we worſhip, we love God, As God , 
K 


Mg- 
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S. 16, 
A'ſecond 
objeftion 
anſwerd, 


1 70h.5.1, 


| 


\ 
4 
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kamanifeſted his love to men in 7 F- 
z\SuS: loin FES4S men offer 

1 76h.4.9. the returns of their love to God; In 
this was manifeſted the love of God to- 

wards us, becauſe God ſent his only be- 

_ gotten Son into the world that we might 

' tive through him ; and in this 1s ma- 

mfeſted our love towards God, that 

we receive, and love, and obey that 

Son. With-this, God 1s in no wiſe 

offended, but rather infinitely well 

ob. 14.21 pleas'd ; he that loveth me ſhall be lo- 
ved of my Father ; faith our Bleſſed 

23, Saviour; If a man love me be will 

keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come unto him, and 

make our abode with him; and again, 

Fob. 12.26 If any man ſerve me, him will my Fa- 
. ther honour. Though we owe our re- 


' God Father, 'Son and Holy Ghoſt : 
/ yet in a more eſpecial manner we are 
'' 1ngaged to the-Son, who perſonally 


: and for ow ſalugtion. JESHS ts 
\ dhe Author and finiſher of our faith, he 
"1s the Founder of our Holy Relig 

on ; it 1s he hath reveal'd thoſe doe 

, Qtrines we are to believe; it is he hath 


whereby we are toliye, ir is he from 
whom 


/ demption to the infinite mercies of 


: came down from heaven, for us men | 


given us thoſe laws and precepts | 
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whom we are called Chriſtians ; it's 
he who for us deſpiſed the ſhame and 
#ndyred the Croſs, who hath ſhed his 
blood and given his life a ranſom for 
ours 3 it 1s he who by contra&ing a 
near relation with us, becoming our 
brother, hath caus'd us to be adopted 
Sons of God, and heirs with him of 


aied and roſe again, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and living, faith 
S. Paul. God hath made that ſame 
ZESUS whom ye have crucified both 
Lord and Chrift, him God hath exalted 
with his rzght hand to be a Prince and 


| Savzozr, faith S.Peter. All power 2s gi- 


ven him in heaven and earth : and be 
muſt rezan til be bath put all enemies 
under bys feet. Hence the frequent 
and urgent exhortations to follow 
and imitate, to ſerve and obey 7 FE- 
S#S; Hence thoſe Pathetick words 


gain to me I counted loſs'for Chriſt : yea 
doubtleſs and I connt all things loſs, for 
the excellency of FESUS CHRIST 
my-Lord, for whom 1 have (uffered the 

Ml Ka. loſs 


-an eternal kingdom; it is he who is : 
our Lord and Maſter, and will be. 
our judge and our rewarder if we be 
faithful to him. For this end Chriſt Rome1 4.5. 


Af2.35. 


$I 
$4 


of S.Paul, The love of Chriſt, conſtrain- > C81,5.1.4 
eth us, and again, what things were phzl, 4.7, 


3. 
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lojs of ell things, and do count they 
but dung that 1 may win Chriſt, *T1s 
FES4S hath won our hearts to 
God; *tis he hath-reconc1'd us fron 
a ſtate of enmity to 4 ſtate of love. 
beſides that God was juſtly angry 
for our rebellions, his glories are fo 
bright, ſo amazing, his Divine Ma- 
zeſty fo high, that to love 
.a being ſo infinitely a- 


nec in una” ſele morane bove+ us might have been 
tur, Majeitas UW amor. taought prophaneneſs or 


Ron.5.8. 


R0N.8.39. 


preſumption ; reſpe&,not 
friendſhip, 15 the affettion of fub- 
jets to Princes. $Y0yþ35 ©zx05 was 
an ordinary Epithete for the heathen 
Gods: and even the 1ſfraelites were 
amaz'd and terrified at the fight of a 
heavenly meſſenger, crying we ſhall 
die for we have ſeen God: "tis the 
great humiliation of 7 X'S & $ hath 
procur'd and eftablith'd an everlaſt- 
ing reconciliation. and friendſhip be- 
twixt God and man. God commended 
his love towards 1s, in that while we 
were yet ſymners Chriſt died for us : and 
now there is neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor any other creature can ſepa- 
rate us from the love of God which # in 
CHRIST JESUS ou LORD< 
Therefore for a reward for the great 
\uffer» 


qc. © wok. - oc ac arora —_— —_—_ W2- 
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ſufferings and ahaſement of 7ES4S, 

God hath given him a ſupreme au- 

thority over all the world, 2en and 

Angels being made ſubject unto hims 
becauſe he made himſelf of no reputation, Ph;1,2.« 
and took on him the form of a ſervant, g "I 


and humbled himſelf, and bicame obedi- 


ent unto death, even the death of the 

Croſs, therefore God hath highly exatt- - 

ed him, and given him a name which is 

above every name : that at the name of 

FESUS every thing ſhould bow, of 

things in heaven, and things on earth, 

and things under the earth : and every 

tongue ſhould tonfeſs that FESUS 

CHRIST, 2s the Lord to the Glory of 

God rhe Father. Our love and obe- 

dience to FES4S derogat:s no-j; 

thing from but belongs to God : *Tis 

to the glory of God the Father, God 

hath highly exalted 7Z$S 45S for his 

humiliation, and for the ſame cauſe 

we ought alſo to love and exalt him, 

as much as poſſibly we can, becauſe 

It was for us; not only bow at his 

name, but ever kneel and kifs the 

ground, when he only fees us; no 

fear of exceeding here, no fear of 

ſuperſtition ; we can never ſhew him _ 

roo much love or reſpe&t:; Al! Kings Pj4!.72, 

ſnall fall dewn- before vim,. all nations 
K*.3 Wall 
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fhall do him ſervice : prayer ſhall be 


made unto him, and daily ſhall he be- 


praiſed. Amen. | 


A third conſideration will be that 


'T:s moſt it 15 molt pleaſant and ſafe to love 


pieaſant 


God. Love may cauſe trouble , burt- 
and ſafe to 1ecertatnly is the ſpring or parent of. 
love God, All joy and fatisfation, He that hath 


an affe@ion to nothing hath pleaſure 
in nothing : could the imaginary 


© apathy of the Stoicks really ſeize up- 
on any man : 1f he could never be 


muſerable, he would alſo be uncapa- 
ble of all' happineſs. *Tis true in- 
deed that the love of worldly: things, 
in that they are vain and periſhing.. 
Is jt ſelf vanity and vexation : quz 


miltum amat plus dolet, 1s certainly 


true of all but the Divine Love. He 
thar hath many friends hath many 
forrowsz he that loves many things 
hath many things to fear for : *T1s 
only God that hath thoſe infinite ex-. 
cellencies which can fully repleniſh 
our minds and defires: *Tis only 
God that admits. of x9 wvarzableneſs 
neither ſhadow of turning * and-there-. 
fore *tis the love of God alone that 
can make us eternally and intirely 
happy. ITt1s reported of a perſon of 

great 
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oreat ſanity, that an evil ſpirit con 

teſt to him, that were it poſſible for 
one who m_ God to come into 
hell ; yet if were 1mpoſlible he ſhoy!d 
be miſeraHle but that it would rather 
ſink hell ir ſelf and make 1t diſap- 
pear, or elſe make 1t a paradiſe for 


| lim. Though the relation may be 
fabulous, yer I believe the thing. 
ſelf is true : However, I am confi. | 


dent that the love of God would 
ſweeten all the bitterneſs of our in« 
nocent miſeries, and that it 1s. only 
the imperfe&ion of a Chriſtians love 


that expoſeth his mind to the vexa- | 
tion of humane ſorrows. I am nor. 


(to my grief ) a competent witneſs 
to this truth : but there have been 
many Saints and devout perſons who, 
in the fervency of their love to 
God, have found thoſe 


Joy S5 thoſe raviſhments Nz31 cerus ſentit ia 
of joy which are 1neffa- ynervo, dum animus eft in 


ble, and which made Calo. 
them. in ſome manner 

inſenſible and incapable of any great 
ſorrovi., And even the lefler love 
of more 1imperfe& , though ſincere, 
Chriſtians, doth in a great meaſure 


; take away the ſenſe of humane cala- 
- mities, and brings to their minds 


RK 4 the 


mY 
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the greateſt contentment || |; 

Magis eft vbi amar | 2nd delight this world is 
quam uti animat. Capable of. A mans heart 
1s more where it loves 

than where it lives; be f 

1 7obn 4. 16.. that loveth dwelleth in God || 


| ' and God. in him: and x 

Deus Charitas eſt, 7ui4 what greater, what more | ,, 
pretioſius ? UW qu! ma T SHr a 
et in Chariza'e, in Deo EXCCllent bliſs can we || - 
mane, quid ſccur'ns, © 1Mmagine or defire? What | 


Dev in eo, quid jucun- ſtronger expreſſion could | , 
dius. Berth one find to expres the | + 
higheſt felicities.? to dwell 

in Gd! to be ſwallow'd up-in an 

: abyſs of infinite goodneſs ! to be over- 

' whelm'd in the immenſity of: Dt- 

; vine Joys and perfe&1ons ! as. an 

- atome 1n the air, as a drop of. wa- 
ter 1n the Ocean: ſo be that dwelltth 

' zn love dwelleth in God, Nothing can 

better repreſent thoſe tranſcendent 

and delicious raptures 

Extaſin fait amor. wherewith the ſoul 1s-ine- 
— w briated-and- raiſed above 

- finis, DionyC de Di- 1t ſelf. This was 1t made 
vin. nom. the Holy Martyrs fhout 

and rejoyce 1n: the. midft 

of the flames : they dwelt in God ; no 

forrow,, no- harm could approach 

them: Happy: are they that can ſay 

Col.3.3, - with S.Paul, Ox life is hid with Cbrif 
it 
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in God, and 7 //ve, yet not 1, but Chriſt Gal. 2.20, 
1 liveth—in 16, The, love of God fits , 
: Sf us for the joys of heaven, and 1s an , 
at} ahticipation of zhem ; It powerſully 
3, | governs the will, and it ſveetly over- # 
B j flows the mind; it is the perfe&ion , 
_ q | of grace, and will be the conſumma- 
Ire | fon of glory : but *ris much eaſier * . 
we | and happler to feel than to expreſs 4 
nar | If How much better is thy love than Cat, 4.10. 
wine, and the ſmell of thine ointment 
than all ſpices! 
uy | One thing that adds” much to the 
a worth and the «pleaſure. of I 1vine 
Love, 1s that it never fails ; it 1s of 
the nature of 1ts object, (eternal, as 
in God ts 3 whether there be propheczes,they IC3r.1 3.2. 
a. | ſhall fail: whether there be tongues, tbey 
*h ſhall ceaſe : whether thre be bnawledge, 
| / zt ſhall: vaniſh away : but charity ne- 
; wer faileth, Faith and hope may ac- \) 
company us as far as heaven's gate, ; 
-* | but there they forſake us the one 1s / 
- || turned into fight and the other into i 
© 1njoyment 3: love alone :enters and 
_ abjides with us- to eternity. Our / 
greateſt ſafety therefore as well as 
#pleaſure -conſifts 1n loving God af- {| 
'fe&ionarely 3 for that love which xe-*; 
ver faileth ſecures our duty here and | 
our happineſs hereafter. We are; ' 
R 5 ſure 


_ 
eT 
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fure never to live,and never to periſh: 


in fin if we love 7ES4S ſincerely : 
He that  dwelleth in love dwelleth in 


| Dnuid refert natura 
alſe quod. pores effici wo- 


lumate? Chryl. 


God : © and there nei- 
« ther fin nor. miſery 
« can come to: hurt him; 


« What matters-1t then,. 


«to be that by nature, 


« that we may be by choiſe & affe&i- 


on?If of our ſelves we are not holy and: 


happy, we may be ſo by love; the 


- flove of God will transform us into- 


his nature, and make us-partakers of 


his holineſs &.happtneſs. Love kills us - 


in our ſelves,thatwe may live in God, 
Occidit quod fuimus & fimus quod non 


eramus. Aug. It maketh ſuch a change | 
in us, that we are no longer whar we 


were, as to the ſinfulneſs and wretch- 


HHlandato novo facit 
tominem no:ums, homines 
amando Deum dit effici- 
untur, Aug- © 


2 Joh; 6, 


edneſs of our condition. - 
The New Commandment mas 


keth the New-Creature 5 men 
become Gods by loving God. 
Love conſiders and dif- 
chargerh all the duties of. 


Religion : it allows of no- 
omiſſion nor- trauſgreſfi.. 
; on : Love 7s the fulfilling 
of the law : this is love that 


we keep his Commandments. Ille fan- 


(fe &+ juſte agit qui ſanitam habet di- 


lefFionem 
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leftionem. Aug. He. 1s a 
Holy: Man whoſe love is 
holy, for love having the 
rule and dire@on of all 
mans paſſions and affe- 


Aug. 
Rions, they become e1- | 


| ther good or bad according to the 
nature of what he loves. 


to know. whether a man be vertuous 
or no, we 1nquire not what his con- 


dition 1s, or what are his parts and / 
J learning : but what he delights in, ; 
what he loves: for if he loves the +. 
world and himſelf, he 1s certainly}; 
vain and vicious, but if he loves - 


God, he 1s pious and good, and of a 


certainty he can never periſh, If / 
natural love be ſo powerful and-: 
active, as we know 1t 1s: how much. 


more when 1t 15ſet_ upon God and by 


him aſffiſted ? This: therefore doth . 
greatly manifeſt . how-- ſecure and. 


well guarded they are that.love God, 
in that their holy. love maſters .and 
mortifies their. unholy- affections. 
What 15 it that. hurries men. to ſin 
and hell and deſtru&1on, but their 
maſterleſs' and unruly paſſion ? now 
love can not only {ſubdue them, but 
even makes them uſeful and ſubſer- 
vient. to 1c; the loye of God ſand1- 


Therefore + 


fics . 
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Non faciunt bonos vel 
malos mons , 
ni vel mati amores, 


niſt toe 
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nes all paſſions and makes them -ſex- 
viceable. If it cannot make him meek 
who 1s of an angry nature; it will 
make him angry againſt fin and 
againſt himſelf a ſinner; if ir doth 
not make him bold and generous 
whoſe temper inclines him-to timo- 
rouſneſs : it will turn his fear into 
prudence, and make him not dare to 
oftend God; if it makes him not 
cheerful who naturally is melancho- 

- ty: wr will turn his ſadneſs into pe- 
nitent forrow, and make him a 
bleſſed mourner. And fo all other paſ- 
ſions, love will make them 

Amor 1b; wenerit ces 1nſtruments of vertue, or 
zeros in ſe traducit &ca- occaſions of a greater re- 
piivat affetint, S.Bern. ward : that Is, it will el- 
ther fight and conquer 

them, or clſe put them to a good 

uſe. Love 15 obey'd wherever It ap- 

pears, and /Divine Love is irrefiſti- 

| {ble : it overcomes all dif- 

\ Nemen diffcultatis e- }ficulties, nay, it ſcorns 1t, 
rubeſcit, ; diſowns the name of dif- 


{ ficulty, ſaith, S.4rgnftine;}] 


| 


'It 3s as ftrong as death, fanth the 
Scripture 3 it breaks the ſtrongeſt 


and moſt vicious habitg, and like} 
death, it is ever victorious, 


Happy 
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Happy and ſafeare they : 

that love FES4S: for: Charitas ef! donume 
that love it 1s makes the Dei quo-nullum eft ex- 
difference _ ſincere - _—_— gym gh . 
and falſe Chriſtians, be- . ., nal 
ewixt thoſe that -ſhall be. - 51.” Ame Tila: libs 
| heirs of ſalyation and thoſe 15. cap. 18. 

that ſhall go to perdition, 

betwixt heaven and hell. Many pri- - 

viledges may belong to the tares 

while- they - grow in the ſame field 

with- the wheat 3 . many Sun-ſhiny- 

days they may have, and many drops 

of . dew and rain may fall upon them : 

bur they -are not rooted and grounded 

 #n love, therefore they are pluck'd 

up and withered and burn'd. Many 

pifrs of the Divine Spirit wicked men 

may receive ; they may propheſze and 

do miracles in Chrifts name, they may 

excel in ſome vertues : but the grace 

of Charity they never receive, the 

love of God never dwells in their 

hearts, © Thou maiſt be 


5! *« Baptized, (faith S.4ug.) Habere Boptiſmum @ 


« and yet not be g00d ; -malus eſſe potes ; habere, 


{ << thou mayſt have know- @&c. TraQ. 7. in Epiſt. 
| « ledge, and remain yi- Joan- 


| $£cjousz thou maijſt be 
. #calld a Chriſtian, and be none: 
| bur 
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| & but thou canſt not love God and'be | 


| «C wicked z thou canſt not love God, 
| © but thou muſt be holy and happy. 
| Thus we ſee, love affords the great- 
(eſt pleaſure, and the greateſt ſafety 
this world 1s capable of. The love 
of JESUS 1s a precious jewel, 


precious beyond gold and: 


Charitas oft amoy ves thebeſtof pearls: he that 
yum quas nonniſs vos hath 1t, hath an infinite 
lentes amittimus. Aug. treaſure, and it 15 ſo much 

; | the more to be valued, 
becauſe we may acquieſce in its poſ- 


ſeſſion:we can never loſe it exceptwe 
will, We may loſe our riches and. 


we. may loſe our health z we may 
Isſe our learning and our eloquence 
we may loſe our friends and our 
lives: but the love of God we can 


neyer loſe: without our conſent ; no - 


time, no fortune, no Ty- 
Verum bouum illud et YAN Can ſnatch 1t by force 


quod non potes invitus a- Out of our hearts z as *is - 
mittere. Augs {never given againſt our 


(will , ſo againſt our will it 


- «can never be taken away, . 
- Quinquageſima Suns \ Charity nevnr ſaileth.” © ©. 


Ay. « Lord who haſt taught 
| | © us, that all our doings 
« without charity are nothing worth ; 

<« ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and Pour 

{© 1nto 
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m_ Cſake, Amen. - 


- The fourth and laſt con- 


Soul. No tormenting fear 


|*® into our hearts that moſt excel- 
jt © lent gift of charity, the very bond: 
&© of peace and of all yertues, without 
4.4 « which whoſoever liveth is counted 
ty | © dead before thee :. grant this for 
Y | «thine only Son 7ZES.4S Chriſts- 


4 


S. 18; 


ire | Ideration 1s, that the love Love brings a laſt- 
of God. 1s the ſolid joy and 7ng joy and peace to 
q, || laſting Tranquillity of the the Souls | 
p 


or ſadneſs can harbour in a heart that 
ad | 1oves God; the. Motto of love might: 


well be that of a late order of Knight- 


*Y | hood at Mantua, mean't of the Holy 


a Chalice, Nhzl i(to triſte recepto ; grief 
:n | ad the love of God are incompa- 
tible : .no ſadneſs -ſhould- enter that 


| breaſt wherein . dwells Divine Love... - 
J” || 1'need' not treat at large of- thoſe : 
many doubts and terrors concern-: 


> 'Þ ing future happineſs which grieve. 
4 d} h of 
ie | and almoſt diſtra& the hearts of ma- 


ny Chriſtians to prove that it is a 
Js: happy thing to be freed from them : 


- | there. are few, bur are fo far ac- 
_ quainted with them as.- readily to 
> | aſſenttoir; it will be more to. pur- 
dis 
the 


3 Poſe to ſhew that the love of Go 


— 
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a the. beſt remedy againit*them, th 
beſt balſom to heal 2 wounded ſpirzt. 
Some perſons from their Sony 
bodily pains, or other affii&o 
draw this moſt affiiive inference 
.- that God 1s not their friend, and that 
arherefore their condition 1s danger 
us, and very bad, if not quite de- 
fperate : and this adds ſuch a weight 
to their croſs, that they : have no 
ſtrength to bear it, but are ready to 
ſink ; whereas the love of God hath];. ; 
enabled thouſands to bear a heavier... 
with patience, with: fortitude , and}; 
men:with cheerfulneſs; 7 take plen- 
ſure in' infirmities, -and diftreſſes , and; 
neceſſities for Chriſts ſabe, ſaid S.Paul,:cc 
that great lover of FES4S, Heſt: 
that would fufter for God, will ſuf-Il, 
fer- from God : he that would dieÞ.... 
' and . be crucified, for- FES 45S, 
will willingly. bear that croſs which 
JESUS lays: upon his ſhoulders. | 
'And indeed 'tis a greater vertue, ſz: 
meekly, and thankfully to accept of 
that corre&ion wherewith God v1i- 
: fits us, than voluntarily. ro infli& the 
,greateſt - ſufferings on our :ſelves : 
what proceeds from God is ever beſt 
for us, and moſt pleaſing ro-him, 
No Patient will queſtion the _— 
. that 
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hat: Phyſician who 15 his-- intimate 
friend, for that he makes inciſions, 


Hand applies cauſticks upon him, and 


makes him drink bitter potions; he 
will not ſuſpe& his friends affe&ton z 
he will, not doubt but-that *tis for his 
good : after this manner , he that 
loves God will. receive affii&ions 
from him-, and gratefully acknow- 
ledge with- David, I hnow that of 
vey 7 aa thou haſt causd me to 
bs troubled, Knowing that all things 
work . together for the good of them that -, 
ove .God, he will harbour no thoughts | 
of. diffidence, nor queſtion Gods lo- | 
ing kindneſs to him : but reſt fa. / 
tified, that while he loves God no- 
hing can hurt him , and that what- 
ver happens 1s, certainly for his 
preateſt advantage. . 


But *tis not always the ſtorms- of 
adverfity that bring thoſe dark and 
diſmal clouds on the minds of men : 
they. come ſometimes in fair wea- 
ther., 1n the greateſt proſperity, 

ſhence,, *tis 1n vain to examine : 
better 1t 15. to drive them away, for 
hey are as miſchievous as black. 
'hey caſt a damp upon mens. ſpt- 
rits; they freeze their hearts in ſuch 
a 
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2 manner that they can receive nf 
ſpiritual joy 3 they ſo weaken thez 
hands and feet, that they can hard 
ly work for God, or walk in hi 
ways : fo that their condition is ſadf"*' 
indeed, not becauſe God 1s theii 
' enemy: bat becauſe they being ur 
reaſonably afraid of it, are thereby 
hindred from betng his friends. Te who 
this evil none can preſcribe a bette 
remedy than love : let ſuch perſon; 
love God heartily, and all theſe terF'". 
rors will yaniſh away like the vainff* 
images of a terrible dream; wher 
one awaketh. Love begets lovef 
therefore we ſhould love God bt 
cauſe he firſt loved us + and love be 
gets. a confidence of being lov'd 
again : ſo that if we love God we 
ſhall not long doubt but that we arc 

loy'd by him: and then all 1s wel 

And if at firſt, our hearts do no! 

melt into devout affe&ions, and arc 

not repleniſh'd with the ſweetnel 

and comfort of love, Jet us not be 

difmay*d at it, nor too much ſtud 

our own diſturbed rhoughts and ap 

prehenſions : but Jet us continue t( 

#ive God demonſtrations of love, td, 
abſtein from what he forbids, and 
* do that which he commands, 5 
that 
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 rfthat which will pleaſe him, though 
nerncommanded :.and then either: ho- 

y joys and*extafies wilt come, or it 
vill be as well without them. No 
an is afraid of his friends, nor of 
ofe whom he ſerves and obligeth; 
e eaſily ſuppoſe that they love us; 
/hom we love, and that they to 
whom we do good will be kind .to us: 
herefore let us ſhewto God all the 
Hove we can, and by words and a&i- 
dns proteſt that we ſeek to pleaſe 
Sim, and our hearts will: ſoon be. 
Poſſeft with a bleſſed aſſurance that - 
.ſve are dear to-him, and he will ne- 
er be cruel and ſevere tous. © 11s 
reported of a- Religious Perſon- 
© whoſe ſoul was griev'd and wound- 
ed with doubts and fears and with 
ſadneſs, that while he was one day 
* weeping and praying thus ; O that 
EF 1were ſure that Tſhall perſevere 
F and never fall from God ; O thatT 
F were ſure that God loyes me, and 
F that I ſhall one day ſee his Blefſed 
F Face : how zealous then ſhould I 
be in mortifying my fins and do- 
ing my duty ! how cheerfully ſhould. 
tf ſerve God every day, and: take- 
?*.-& Pleaſure 1n ſuffering for him! how 
would I deſpiſe the world and 1ts 
<< yanities, 


am. 


. thy fincere obedience, and thy fre 


\ way : ſhould thy comfort proceed 
: from any thing elſe but thine hum 
ble and devout love to God. ! 


, whereas ſo, it.is well-grounded ani 
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c« yanities, and fix my thoughts and 
« affe&ions on things above ! whik 
« he was thus expreſling the forrows Yb, 
« of his tronbled mind, he heard the, 
«.whiſpers-of a ſecret voice, which! 
«.told him; fac quod faceres, do noni 
<« what thou would(t do zf thou had 
&« all thoſe aſſurances. With this he 
<« found himſelf ſo afe&ed- and re- 
< freſh'd, thathe took it as-an Oracle 
<« from heaven; and in obeying of it 
<« found” thoſe comforts he begg'd: 
Better counſel I cannot give thee; 


fas quod faceres, do what thou wouldfiRinj 


do, 1f thy diffident timorouſneſs and 
jealouſies were confuted by a voice 
from heaven, and they'll ſoon be 
remov'd. Let thy meek ſubmitſion; 


will-offerings ſpeak thy love to God: 
and thou ſhalt ſoon find thy ſelf per- 
ſwaded that God loves thee dear! 
and that thy condition 1s ſafe ant 
happy. Other aſ{urance we are na 
to expet in this world , and th 
15. not to . be. obtain'> any: othet 


would be fanſfie and preſumption; 


neva} 


bat (perfect love cafteth out fear ; "tis 
Wnever otherwiſe : grace and na- 
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never can deceive thee. There is 8 Jobaq. 18 


no ſear in love ( faith Divine S. John )/ 


ure joyn together to make the effe&t 
nfallible, that a Holy Love ſhould 
zver produce a Holy Peace ; 1f we 


not by-new and ſecret revelations 
we fhall-know that we are of the truth, 
and we ſhall aſſure our hearts before 


$God. Love -may well work conft- 


dence and joy | t- our fouls, for it 
injoys already what it loves : it is 
affettnoſa unitas , &* unitiva affetio, 
love 1s inſeparable from its obje&, 


Sand the eſſence thereof conſiſts 1n 


their union, if not unity. Though 


God be-exalted infinitely above all 


things, in a ſphere of Glory -and 
Majeſty ſo high that the Cherubim 
with their many wings 
cannot flie up to it'; yet 


as his own : ſothat every Greg. Mag. 
one that loves God 1s al- 

ready poſleſt of him, and 

may -ſay with the ſpouſe, 

I am my Beloveds and my Cant. 6,3. 
Beloved #5 mint 

"7 « We 


love indeed amd in truth, _ 1 70h.3.18 


, uz mente interys 
thither love ſores up and i... deliderat profetto 


takes God, and holds him jam habe: quem amat. 


80 


The Refortved Monaſtery Oor,. 


« We come to God byfl 


CG 
S. Avg. love, amando non ambi- 


Magna ves eſt amor 


'« [zndo's and to him we 
<are united by love; 


quo 'animes per ſemets <* amore Deo Conjungemiur's 
ipſam fiducialiter accedit © therefore love's a great 
s4-Deum, Dc « thing , (faith that de- 


« yout father ) it brings} 
** the ſoul to God with an holy con. 
« dence, and makes it truft in him, 
«and cleave ſtedfaſtly to him, and 
©rejoyce in him, and repreſent her 
«needs and beg his mercies with fi- 
<« ducial and devout afe@ions. - And 


'this is ſo great a truth, that death jt 


felf with 'its pains and ſorrows al- 
ters nothing of 1t ; even then m the 


laſt agomies, the love of God ſwee- 


Aur, de 
Trinelib.4. | 
Caps I}. 


' tens the bitter cup, and ſtill enter- 


rains the ſoul with joy and holy com- 
Forts. © It was the ſaying of S. Aug. þ 
&« that becauſe the ſoul hath willingly 
& forſaken God whom ſhe ſhould 
<« love infinitely, ſhe 1s forc'd there- 
«fore with grief and regret to for- 
«ſake her bedy which ſhe loves too- 
&< much : and that becauſe ſhe vo- 
<« [untarily departed from God who 
«15 her life, ſhe therefore, departeth 
&« from the body whoſe life ſhe = 
«Kay 
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with ſadneſs and much relu&ancy- 
Now we may ſay , that when the 
oul returns to God by 
ove, ſhe 1s freed from Charitis libertatem 
his puniſhment and re- qJonat, timorem pellit, &'ce 
or'd to her firſt liberty, * S. Bern. 
he is willing to die for to 
be with Chriſt: and then comes a 
heerful capzo oy © when ſhall T 
ome and appear before God. Happy 1s 
e who living doth fo manifeſt his 
ove to God. by Picty and Charity, 
hat dying he can fay with Theodo- 

us, Dilexz; love hath been the bu--- 
ineſs and delight of my life, I have 
daily indeavour'd by my a&ions to 
21. Þ<clare the ſincerity of my love to 

Pod : he 1s doubtleſs of the number 

pf thoſe that love the appearing of 
87 ES4S: and fo he goes out ta. 

zeet him with joy and confidence, 

xpeting a kind reception from 
ty £m , -whom having not 
bY een yet he'lov'd, and wor- Nemo ſe amar: diff- 

Ar and ſery'd aſſet dy en _—= 

-. Pnately. Let no man that _ : __ 
dr- $,ves God doubt of God's 2np nn Jes 
dve to him:: for he that | 
ho (yd us when-we were his enemies, 
ch. 02 45 to die for us, will much more 
"-. oye us when we have for him the 


hearty 
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heatty affeRionhs' of friends, Tr 1s the 
joy of heaven, the joy of the Hol 
FESUS when his loving kindnefs 
hath won and: conquer*d our hearts, 
-and *ris our - greateſt joy, *tis'for us 2 
"heaven upon earth, 'when we love 
Him faithfully and fervently, with al 
our ſouls and affe&ions, The love 
/ of God brings that peace to the ſoul 
i Which the world can neither give no 
*take away. Her ſins whith 


Like 7.47» are many, are forgiven, bt 
| cauſe (he loved much. : 

V, I9. Now who can refuſe 0 

The Cloſe. love God , when *tis a 


t 

E 

x 

v 

th 

n 

I1 

ſ 

C: 

w 

fe 

bo 

d 

bi 

w 
by 
thing ſo juſt and reaſon{] Þ) 
able, ſo pleaſant and enfie, fo ſafe © 
-and advantageous, ſomething of ne-£ P* 
ceſſity we muſt love, every many *" 
heart 1s full of that paſſion, and eve4yy 1 
ry mans life is goyern'd by it? *is ha 
bur conſidering who hath done moſt th 
for us, and whom we are moſt ob 
lipg'd to love; who is moſt Ioyelyf 2? 
and who will beſt reward our love | ©" 
and we ſhall ſoon underſtand thatf **' 
God is to be lov'd above all things} ©©* 
infinitely, without meaſure : and if wh 
ve love our ſelves as we ſhould, we 
fhall cafily remove our affe&1ons fon 
| thet 


Its 


Us 2 
ove 
1 all 
ove 
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no 
hich 

bt 


e to 
Is 2 
ſon 
ſafe 
'ne- 
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the world to ſet them upon God arid 
Eternity, upon ZFES4S and'his 
kingdom, Love, as we have ſeen, 
will make 1t caſfie and de- | 


hghtful to do ovr-duty,will ens ſe onere 
make the yoke of Chritt /} portat. Kemp. 


light, and enable us- with ' 
ſtrength and courage to | bear our! 
croſs. cheerfully like Chriſtians ; it 
will lead us the ſhorteſt and the fa- 
feſt way to heaven, and make our 
journey pleaſant : jr will make ''us 
dear to God; and to his Saints and 
bleſſed Angels, and fil our hearts 
with peace and: comforts : 1t will a- 
bide with us, when we are forſaken 
by the world, and all our friends 
can do us no good : it will accom- 
pany us when we go from hence, 
and open heavens -gate, and enter 
in with us; there to perfe&t our 
happineſs which it here began: to be 
there our reward, as it was here our 
work and our duty, I may now up- 
on too too juſt an ac- 


count, uſe the words of S., yy quod ego its 
Bernard; what T have writ- ' faciam dico » ſed quad 
ten 15 not what I do, but facere vellim, Tc, 


what I ſhould do, what 1 | B<r- Med. 

grieve that I do not, whatT 

indeayour to do, and what I wiſh all 
L others 
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: others might do, But withall '1 

' = ſhall plead for my (elf rhe advice of 

| a Greek Father 5 nor to. « 

MJ $(as £1) mup3s Judge too ſeverely of thoſe if 

Na5hg TOY aoye Who teach excellent -lef- 
utſdre, NIsox]oy, ſons, great and:profitable 

5600p waT Ig) ' KC: truths. which they them- | _ 

Joh. Clim. grad.26,-. felves learn and praftife 

S. 28. but very 1mperfe&ly-:; be- 


| cauſe the ufefuineſs :of fl S 
, | their inſtruftions may make ſome 
" amends for the defe&s of their per- $ 
Ephoſ. 6. formance, Grace be with all thin $ 
24. that love ow LORD JESWSES 
CHRIST in fmcerity. Amen, | S 
6 JY 9g s. 
i 
8 S. 
| S. 
F F | N I S, ; S.1 
| S.1 
i S.1 
Ir 
[| |& 
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pablick Devotion, by Tho.Cumber, 7 
2 Vol. 8. | TO 5. 
Holy Anthems of theChurch, 25.64, 


Biſhop Wilkins Principles and Duties of 


. Natural Religiongin's. 6 5. 
Biſhop Lanye's Sermon -#t Conrt againſt 
Compreben from. © © © 6d. 

Deas W.Lloyd's 3 Sermons-&t Court: 

--bzs Sermon at the Funeral of John L. 
Biſhop'of Cheſter. 

Dr.Du Moulin's Papal Tyranny,us it-was 
exerciſed over England for ſome Ages, 
with two Sermons on the fifth of Nov. 
im 4» O . T2256, 


m0 i ftones.- 2 PT 
The Life of the Duke Eſpernon;the great 
,. Favourite of Franc:3from 1508;where 
_ D'AvilaJzaves off, to our. Times, by C, 
--: Cotton, Eſq; 1 tol. | 3 5, 
The Hiſtory of the, Ottoman Empire,with 
* Cats;by\P:Ricaur, Eſqyin 8. ': 65, 
Biſhop Wilkins Real Charaffer, 7n fol, 
Biſhop Cofin' of Tranſabſtaxtiatio1, in 8, 
© 5" «+ Muſorllaniest” © ef ©! 
Dz.Gliſſon.De vita Naturz, 4. ' 85, 
Lord Bacon's Advancement of Learning. 
The Planter's Manual, very nſeful for ſuch 
as are curious in Planting aid Grafts 
z1g,by C.Cotton Eſq; 
Dr. Skinner*s Lex#cox,,n fol. 11. &5. 
14 Contyoverſtal Letters, ge 14 Parts. 
The Vindication of theClergy, 1 $. 6 &> 
Toleration diſcuſſed, by R. L' Eſtrange 
Eſq; 256d, 
England's T»9provements, or, How the 
K#ngdom may ve improved in Strength, 
wealth, Employment and Trade, by Re- 
ger Coke Eſq; 15.6 d; 
| Controverſies. 
The ſeaſonable diſcourſe againſt Popery, 
---The Defence of it, 4. 6 d: 
- --The Difference betwixt the Church and 
Eourt of Rome, 7s 4. 6d, 
The Papiſts Apology. ts the Parizament 
Anſwered, ' 6d. 
Dr. Du Moulin againft the Lord Caftle- 
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